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The XL season begins at Fettes College
Gentlemen
2008 brings a number changes and hopefully the results section on the web will include all games and not just a selected few.
The new result reporting procedure was introduced to make things easier for the compilation of results, it will also give an insight into other matters that will give the Club informative data in respect of membership, playing members, performances all which allow a true picture on the state of the Forty Club and what we need to address.

North v South Schools

The cancellation of the North v South Schools match this year was a bitter blow to all who witnessed the game last year. Despite the tremendous efforts of Adrian Gale the lack of players left no other option other than to cancel the game.
I do not want the fixture to be lost and can only plead with members that they promote the game at school games and keep an eye out for potential players from the schools. Please send a message to all Match Mangers to be on the lookout for potential players from the schools games or even Youth sides who would meet the criteria to play in the fixture.
Recruitment
The recruitment of new cricketing members is a continuing issue. I hear that we are in competition with the County Over 50s, 60’s and now 70’s sides and that younger members want to play more competitive cricket.  I also hear that many younger members cannot take time off work to play all day midweek games. It seems to me that first we are The Forty Club not an Over 50s club, so we have 10 years start and should be targeting players who are just approaching 40, and not waiting until they are approaching 50. Rather than expect them to play every week, we should seek from them perhaps three or four matches a season initially and they will in time begin to realise that Forty Club cricket is an excellent way to play the game and allows them to use their skills and knowledge to help many young people at the start of their career. Finally, by making more of our fixtures afternoon fixtures, we should raise our availability, our competitive standards and be able to fulfil more fixtures. I also would like to get some feedback from you on recruitment issues and what you would like to see in a national campaign to promote The Forty Club. Your opinions are important and will be reported at the Cricket and Executive Committee meetings. 
Please spread the word that the Cricket Committee is looking for new members.  There is a vacancy because of a retirement so if anyone feels that they have an interest in joining the cricket committee I would be happy to explain the role with them. 
With best wishes,

Neil

01257 452972 – neilbrindle@btinternet.com
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