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The North v South School’s Teams – Oakham April 2007
Here we are in the middle of the season and there is no doubt that the weather is taking it’s toll on fixtures at all levels of the game and which seems to be having a knock on effect upon our XL fixtures. Re-arranged games by the over 50’s & 60’s in some districts are claiming many Forty Club players which means that Match Managers are forced to turn out weakened sides or in some cases having to cancel. This is a worrying trend that I am attempting to address and have written to District Chairmen for information, thoughts and suggestions.    

Despite the rain there have been highlights for the Club. In particular the Northern Schools v Southern Schools game at Oakham School in May was a tremendous game of cricket and a prestigious event that we intend to repeat next year. XL members Adrian Gale and Richard Young did a fantastic job organising the match and on the day, in the perfect cricket setting of Oakham School, a match of the highest quality resulted.  There were very impressive performances by all the players with bat, ball and on the field which was a delight to watch. 
Another Forty Club initiative organised in association with St. John’s School Leatherhead was an U15’s 20/20 state schools competition. Boys and girls from Ashcombe (Dorking), Howard of Effingham, Therfield (Leatherhead) and St Andrew’s (Leatherhead) schools played in fiercely contested matches with Ashcombe School running out as winners, beating Howard of Effingham School in the final, passing the target total of  35 in their 18th over.
Adrian Gale Master in Charge of Cricket at St. John’s and the Forty Club’s Cricket Development man was quoted in the local press “The Forty Club were delighted to be able to stage such a tournament in association with St John’s School Leatherhead, giving schools an opportunity to play competitive cricket against each other”.

St John’s School cricket XI also toured the North West with games against Stockport GS and Kings Chester. Sadly the final match against NW District was rain affected.
These events are an excellent way to promote the Forty Club objectives with cricket and hopefully some other Districts will find opportunities to organise similar events that will raise the profile of the Club and encourage more recruits to XL ranks. If you have any ideas, thoughts or opinions then please let me know so the Club can consider supporting local initiatives in your District.

Outstanding XL performances this season:
	June
	M Blatherwick 
	EM
	West Midlands 
	151

	21st June 
	Byron Jones 
	WA
	Ceredigion Colts 
	109

	21st June 
	Peter Sajjid 
	SC
	Lomond School 
	5 for 38 from 12 overs 

	19th June 
	Peter Hartland 
	CP
	Hurstpierpoint College
	5 for 38 from 14 overs 

	11th June 
	Alan Borthwick 
	SC
	Dollar Academy 
	5 for 56 from 11 overs 

	10th June 
	Glynn Gunning 
	CP
	Sussex Over 50's 
	172 not out 

	7th June 
	Ian Redmond
	SC
	Strathclyde Police 
	5 for 18 from 4 overs 

	6th June 
	Chris Hudson 
	W
	Llandovery School 
	100 not out 

	24th May 
	Chris Bazalgette 
	SO
	The Farmers Club 
	5 for 42 from 12.2 overs 

	23rd May 
	Barry Adams 
	CP
	Bethany School 
	7 for 21 from 10 overs 

	2nd May 
	Paul Quested 
	SO
	Ryde School 
	7 for 60 

	1st May 
	Brett Gates 
	EC
	Norwich School 
	110 not out 

	25th April 
	Terry Brown
	WM 
	Warwick School
	5 for 25 from 8.3 overs 


Website

With thanks to John Bates, the Club website is impressive and it is very encouraging to read the match reports, results and photographs being sent in. Telling the world about XL performances and achievements is a vital element of marketing the Club – MMs please note. We need all results promptly.
Tours

The Triangular Tournament squad leaves for Holland this coming weekend and we wish them a successful tournament and hope they will retain the trophy. The Autumn 2007 to Italy is fully subscribed and the itinerary is on the website.   
The itinerary for the Spring 2008 tour to Kenya is also on the website and members are urged to contact Peter Robinson (peter.robinson@ukonline.co.uk ) to put their name down for the tour.
Dinner

The 2007 Club Dinner will be held at the Savoy on 19th October 2007. Speakers confirmed are Bob “the Cat” Bevan, Jonny Barclay and the President of the MCC. 

Media

A recently formed Media group headed by Richard Tennant is looking for any members who have media skills, experience or facilities. The aim of the group is the promotion of the Club by articles and stories that can be published in cricket magazines and it is focussing on Marketing and Publicity, District Publicity and the Club’s own publications. Richard is looking for people within the Club who have experience in these areas and would welcome contact from those who have the necessary skills, background, commitment and time to assist him. He can be contacted via e-mail on rwtennant@msn.com or call 07880 505018.
Final Over

I want to increase the size of the Cricket Committee by three people. Mike Plumridge has “stepped up to the plate” so I am now looking for two more people who are interested, want to help run XL Club cricket, want to make a change, and who have the time and inclination to roll up their sleeves and help move Club cricket forward. XL cricket cannot stand still and expect things just to carry on as before: it is a dynamic that needs to be constantly seeking younger players, organising and playing attractive cricket, marketing the Club and raising its profile, helping Districts in all ways to develop their cricket and above all satisfying the ambitions of its members. If you are that person, please give me a call.
Regards

Neil
neilbrindle@btinternet.com  

Mobile: 07967 685346
XL Cricket Matters – July 2007








