Inter District Knock Out Trophy 2010
Congratulations to West Midlands for a fine win. Commiserations to East Midlands, North West and Kent & East Sussex – and a huge Forty Club thank you to John Orton, chairman and groundsman of Kenilworth Wardens CC for the use of their facilities, for all the work John did to get two grounds to a playable condition, and to all the staff who helped to make this such an enjoyable occasion.

Semi-Finals and Final - held over two days at Kenilworth Wardens CC, Warwickshire 

The Final - Wednesday 8th September- West Midlands beat East Midlands by 8 wkts
In an exciting final at Kenilworth Wardens CC in Warwickshire, the West Midlands XI skippered by Simon Hollands beat the East Midlands XI. Despite the overnight rain and the damp ground EM won the toss and elected to bat. Their initial scoring was slow, as Tim Holt and Mark Blatherwick found it hard to get the ball away. Tony Pridmore scored a magnificent 107 not out and together with Mark Blatherwick’s 80 was responsible for much of the final score of 255. 

Similar batting problems beset the WM side as they began their reply. Giles Clements was c & b for 29 and Kevin Truswell soon followed him to the pavilion for 46. Julian Morris and Simon Hollands then settled in at the crease and began to dominate proceedings. With fine strokes to all corners of the ground they reached the team target in the 43rd over, Julian unbeaten on 74 and Simon unbeaten on 61

The bowlers did not have the happiest of days! Only 2 wickets fell in the EM innings, with Cross and Strong taking one apiece and in the WM innings Simpson got 2.

Nearly 88 overs were bowled: 515 runs scored in the match: sunshine [almost] throughout the match: and a decent crowd of supporters willing on both sides in what was a very good game of cricket.

Finally, Chairman of the Club Barrie Hunter presented the Michael Barton Trophy to the WM skipper, Simon Hollands.
Scorecard
Semi-finals -Tuesday 7th September

Winner Group 1 (North West) vs Winner Group 2 (West Midlands) Scorecard
Winner Group 3 (Kent & East Sussex) vs East Midlands (Best Losing District*) Scorecard
In the two semi, North West district played West Midlands, and Kent & East Sussex played East Midlands. There was rain about on the Tuesday and the NW vs EM match was subject to Duckworth Lewis implications. NW had set a target of 188 in their 40 overs. After the rain had cleared, the WM target was reduced to 178 and they reached this with 6 wickets in hand. For the North West, Priestley (55), Hope (17), Dearden (21) Deakin (15), Whitehead (20) and Story (30) all made a start and it was the WM spinner Hartley who did the damage with 4 wickets. In the WM innings Roscoe took two of the wickets and Deakin and Mather got one apiece.
In the other semi final CP fell victim to EM and then in the play-off for third place on the Wednesday, they also fell victim to NW.

On the evening of the semi-finals, Peter Baxter, the last producer for the Test Match Special programme (and a XL member), spoke at the Tournament Dinner and presented the Batsman of the Year award to Peter Rebera, and Bowler of the Year award to Keith Roscoe.
Third Place play-off went to the North West when the beat Kent & east Sussex by 6 wkts - Scorecard
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*Best losing district – total runs scored divided by wickets lost
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