Inter District Knock Out Trophy 2011

Congratulations to the North West for a fine win. Commiserations to the West, Surrey & West Sussex and Kent & East Sussex – and a huge Forty Club thank you to Wolverhampton CC for the use of their facilities and to all the staff who helped to make this such an enjoyable occasion. Held over two days at Wolverhampton CC, Warwickshire

The Final
7th September: The Final: North West vs West – North West won by 10 wickets – Scorecard
The West District won the toss and elected to bat on the same wicket as the previous day which seemed not to have deteriorated and played just as well. Paul Mather and Andy Spencer opened the bowling for North West and Spencer soon accounted for Ian Harrington caught by Barry Hamilton in the gully. There then followed a good partnership between West captain Andy Ashfold and Ian Thomas who put on 68 for the second wicket before Thomas was run out for 28. Ashfold continued to bat well and the score had reached 120 before he was out stumped by John Sharples off the bowling of leg spinner Stuart Priestley for a creditable 49. C Hewitt with 32 and P Legge with 16 pushed the score along in the latter overs and West finished on 177 for 7 after their 50 overs, Stuart Priestley ending with 3 for 36. 
Once The NW openers Priestley and Richard Hope got themselves in the West bowlers began to toil against some fine aggressive batting. The boundary was found on a regular basis and the bowlers had no answer. The NW openers both carried their bats to win by 10 wickets in the 34th over. Richard Hope ended on 74 not out and Stuart Priestley capped a fine all-round performance just 4 away from a ton on 96 not out. Of the West attack, B Brogden bowled a steady line and length but still could not find a way to break through the dominance of the batsmen. This was a really good team effort from the NW players and after the match NW captain Keith Roscoe was presented with the Inter District silver shield by Forty Club Hon. Treasurer, Tim Woodcock.
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	North West District skipper Keith Roscoe receiving the Inter District Trophy from Club Vice Chairman Tim Woodcock




Semi Finals
6th September: West vs Kent & East Sussex - West won by 62 runs - Scorecard

6th September: North West vs Surrey & West Sussex – North West won by 8 wickets –  Scorecard. 
North West won the toss and asked SX to bat first on a good looking wicket in chilly weather but luckily no serious rain. The NW bowlers Paul Mather and Andy Spencer bowled a superb line and length to restrict any early scoring from the Surrey and West Sussex openers N Angus and S King but the two battled through to the seventh over before King was bowled by Mather and just 11 on the board. Angus and new man Bill Johnson dug in and kept their wickets in tact but runs were not flowing. Keith Roscoe came on and quickly bowled Angus with a big arm ball for 22. Terry Lord meanwhile bowling at the other end bowled right through and only conceded 15 in his 8 overs. As the SX batsmen tried to push on wickets fell, Roscoe ending with 3 for 15 and Andy Spencer 2 for 31 bowling very well at 'the death'. Late impetus from C Grierson with 20 and Bill Johnson finally out for 48 helped SX to 151 for 9 in their 45 overs. In reply NW started brightly enough but were soon pegged back by the loss of Richard Hope trapped lbw by R Warne for 15. Fellow opener Stuart Priestley carried on and began to accelerate with new man Danny Welbourne. Welbourne fell for 16 caught by Angus off the bowling of P Lack to leave NW on 60 for 2. This brought Syed Shah to the wicket who with Priestley began to dominate the SX attack. The two of them finally bringing NW to victory without further loss, Priestley finishing on 52 not out and Shah 60 not out. NW winners by 8 wickets.



Third Place play-off went to the Surrey & West Sussex when the beat Kent & East Sussex by 9 wkts - Scorecard
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