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THE FORTY CLUB 

NORTHERN SCHOOLS v SOUTHERN SCHOOLS

Sunday 29th April 2007 - played at Oakham School

Not even the greatest writers could have written a better script for a cricket match. The assembled audience could only watch and admire the skills and talents of the young men on display. Two teams drawn from all the schools that the Forty Club play each year played a match in a competitive spirit that suggests that the future of the game in this country is in very safe hands and was an example to more senior sides of how the game should be played. 

On a near perfect late April day in the beautiful surroundings of Oakham School the representatives of The Forty Club’s Northern and Southern Schools served up a veritable feast of cricket for all to enjoy and admire. Batting first after winning the toss the Southern Schools posted a formidable total of 262 for 7 in their 50 overs. Jack Cooper of Taunton School dominated with an innings of 124 and he received good support from Andy Bird (50) of Bedford School in a 2nd wicket partnership of 122. Some lusty blows from the lower order saw the South through to their imposing closing total. 
In reply the North were quickly on the back foot at 26 for 3 and then, at 136-7, it seemed a defeat looked quite likely but Alex Jones (Cowbridge School 64 no) and Bermudan World Cup squad member Steffan Kelli of Oakham School (40 no) had other ideas. With the South bowlers tiring in the afternoon heat these two batsmen amassed a tremendous 77 off 5.4 overs to secure an unlikely but nevertheless thrilling victory with only two balls left!                        

The Chairman of the Forty Club Barrie Hunter presented the Forty Club Trophy to the Northern Schools captain Nigel Eastham from Bolton School, and also handed out mementos of the match to players from both sides and the match officials. He warmly thanked all the participants, Oakham School, the sponsors, and all the Schools for their response to and involvement in what had resulted in a superb match and a fixture which he hoped will feature each year in the Forty Club calendar.
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Jack Cooper (Taunton School) drives on his way to a magnificent 124
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Alex Jones (Cowbridge School) hits the winning runs for the North
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The Teams 
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The Forty Club Chairman Barrie Hunter presents the Trophy to

the captain of the Northern Schools XI Nigel Eastham (Bolton School)

Southern Schools 
1
L Vanoli-Salmon
St John’s, Leatherhead
ct Roffey
b Jones
11
2 
J Cooper 
Taunton School
ct Hope
b Kelli        
124
3
A Bird
Bedford School 
Run Out


50
4 
S Barrett 
St John’s, Leatherhead 
ct Hope 
b Jones

13
5
A Field
Kingswood School

b Cobb
  3
6
C Ridley (†)
Canford School
ct Hope
b Kelli
  8
7
A Soni
Haberdasher’s Aske’s 

Not Out
12
8
S Burge (+)
St John’s, Leatherhead
Run Out

14
9
J Todd 
Taunton School

Not Out
  6
10
G Baker
Haberdasher’s Aske’s
did not bat



11
M Horsley
Kingswood School 
did not bat
+ Captain † W/Keeper         
  Extras
  21

   Total 262 for 7
Northern Schools Bowling
Bowler 
Overs
Mdns
Runs
Wkts

1
S Kelli
10
1
49
2
2 
A Jones
10
1
41
2
3
J Faull
6
0
21
0
4
J Thornley
4
0
25
0
5
Y Tariq
9
0
45
0
6
D Roffey
2
0
13
0
7
J Cobb
5
1
26
1
8
N Eastham
3
0
21
0
Northern Schools
1
J Cobb 
Oakham School  
ct Field
b Barrett
61
2 
Y Tariq 
Oakham School 

b Bird 
  7
3 
G Webber 
Christ’s College, Brecon 

b Cooper
1
4
J Needham
Stockport GS
st Ridley
b Bird
  3
5 
S A Hope (†)
Stockport GS 
ct Soni 
b Barrett
43
6 
N Eastham (+)
Bolton School
ct Burge
b Todd
  4
7 
D Roffey 
Eltham College 
ct Field 
b Horsley
  8
8 
A Jones 
Cowbridge School 

Not Out
64
9 
J Thornley 
Llandovery College

b Abbas
10
10
S Kelli 
Oakham School 

Not Out
40
11 
J Faull 
Christ’s College, Brecon 
Did Not Bat
 + Captain † W/Keeper         
Extras
22

 Total 263 for 8
Southern Schools Bowling

Bowler 
Overs
Mdns
Runs
Wkts

1
G Baker
4
1
14
0
2 
A Bird
6
1
12
2
3
J Cooper
1
0
  1
1
4
A Soni
10
4
38
0
5
M Abbas
6
0
38
1
6
S Barrett
9
0
61
2
7
J Todd
7
0
39
1
8
M Horsley
4
0
16
1
9 
L Vanoli-Salmon
2
0
20
0
10 
S Burge
1
0
15
0
