THE FORTY CLUB RESULTS RECORD FOR 2007
THE BEST FORTY CLUB PLAYER PERFORMANCES FOR 2007
	Date
	Name
	District
	Match
	Achievement

	8th September
	John Cameron
	SC
	Crathie Village CC 
	6 for 44 off 17 overs 

	4th September 
	Carlton Josith 
	EC
	Stoics CC 
	5 for 49 off 21 overs 

	4th September 
	T Deakin 
	EM
	Leicester Gents 
	111 not out

	31st August 
	Chris Ridley 
	SO
	Wimborne CC 
	104 not out 

	28th August 
	Byron Jones
	WA
	Pembrokshire Veterans 
	116

	28th August 
	Peter Hartland 
	CP
	Kennington CC 
	5 for 30 off 10 overs 

	21st August 
	Keith Roscoe 
	NW
	East Midlands 
	5 for 19 off 10 overs 

	16th August 
	John Waters 
	WM
	West Midlands Police Vets 
	109

	12th August 
	Neil Canham 
	CP
	Sissinghurst CC 
	110

	2nd August 
	Keenen Bowers 
	SC
	West District U19s 
	108

	1st August 
	Glynn Gunning 
	CP
	Tenterden CC 
	164

	29th July 
	Ceri Richards 
	WA
	Bronwydd Colts 
	Hat Trick 
(4 for 11 off 4 overs) 

	25th July
	Bill Johnson 
	SX
	Kent & East Sussex 
	108

	20th July 
	Neil Canham 
	UK
	Triangular Tournament final v Holland (SGS CC) 
	5 for 24 off 9 overs 

	June
	M Blatherwick 
	EM
	West Midlands 
	151

	26th June 
	Peter Stevenson 
	SX
	Reed's School 
	106 not out 

	21st June 
	Byron Jones 
	WA
	Ceredigion Colts 
	109

	21st June 
	Chris Hudson
	WA
	Ceredigion Colts
	7 for 22 off 11 overs 

	21st June 
	Peter Sajjid 
	SC
	Lomond School 
	5 for 38 off 12 overs 

	19th June 
	Peter Hartland 
	CP
	Hurstpierpoint College
	5 for 38 off 14 overs 

	11th June 
	Alan Borthwick 
	SC
	Dollar Academy 
	5 for 56 off 11 overs 

	10th June 
	Glynn Gunning 
	CP
	Sussex Over 50's 
	172 not out 

	7th June 
	Ian Redmond
	SC
	Strathclyde Police 
	5 for 18 off 4 overs 

	6th June 
	Chris Hudson 
	W
	Llandovery School 
	100 not out 

	24th May 
	Chris Bazalgette 
	SO
	The Farmers Club 
	5 for 42 off 12.2 overs 

	23rd May 
	Barry Adams 
	CP
	Bethany School 
	7 for 21 off 10 overs 

	3rd May 
	T Deakin 
	EM
	Leicester Over 50's 
	101 not out

	2nd May 
	Paul Quested 
	SO
	Ryde School 
	7 for 60 

	1st May 
	Brett Gates 
	EC
	Norwich School 
	110 not out 

	25th April 
	Terry Brown
	WM 
	Warwick School
	5 for 25 off 8.3 overs 


XL Club Match Reports: 2007 SEASON

These results have been sent in by District representatives and are (usually) reproduced verbatim. Latest results come first.
(District and opposition shown in heavy type: Results are shown in RED: century makers and great bowling are shown in BLUE)
RESULTS - Match scorecards available via 2007 fixture list


8th September 2007
vs Crathie Village CC - won
The Forty Club Scotland fixture with Crathie at the beautiful and picturesque Balmoral is always the end to the season. This year a season more wet than dry.
Forget this 20/20 with its coloured clothing and slog sweeps, this was cricket as it was intended to be played. A week of rain gave way to a beautiful autumnal day on Royal Deeside. On arrival at the castle grounds it was difficult to separate the square from the outfield but as we looked around at the purple heather, the mountains and the castle with the Royal standard flying it did not matter. The toss won and the Forty club took first knock. Runs were hard to come by but a solid opening partnership of 69 from Willie Donald and Bob Stickland took us close to tea. A flurry of wickets suggested batting on would be a good move but 128 all out off 47 overs looked on the light side, at least to the Crathie batsmen. There was talk of what to do if we finished early! What cheek, it is not only Aberdonians that can be tight and the Forty club bowlers gave little away. Four quick wickets and a score of 17-4 suggested any early finish might not be following a Crathie win. The match however had a few more twists. A stand of 70 followed the early breakthrough and Crathie were once again favourites, however Richard Young speared one through the defences of Smith minor and it was game on again. Doug smith Forty Club stalwart and captain of Crathie came to the wicket and his stay was only prolonged, as far as we could see, by his capacity to wine and dine the match officials the previous evening! John Cameron was recalled by Colin Neill with Crathie requiring 27 runs to win with 5 wickets remaining. Sub plot Cammie was on 99 career wickets for the Forty club. Cameron's 100th wicket was soon forthcoming as was 101. The score kept on climbing so that with 4 overs remaining Crathie needed 8 runs with 3 wickets intact. A catch on the boundary, an LBW and 10 and 11 needed 3 runs from 13 balls. The last ball of the third last over was well flighted, Crathie's tail ender saw glory but unfortunately was stumped going for it. A fantastic win, Crathie bowled out for 125 in 46 overs. The result in doubt until the final ball. 
This is what Douglas Smith, captain of Crathie, member of the Forty Club, thought of the day: " As the XL batsman have first crack I overheard a fellow villager colleague remark that this was " na really a fixture but jist a reunion of some really fine lads". 

The comment intrigued. As the visiting skipper surveyed the scene (castle, forests, mountains, blooming heather) it seemed to him that the scoreboard was out of place - some other means of reckoning was required. It is the men, the characters, who will remain in our minds long after the winter sets in and in the years ahead. Thoughts turn to those missing - their company denied by accident, injury or just bodily weakness - who really cares about scores, averages, reports. Tactics, efforts, new and old friends - such fun. Stories, drinks, special teas - more fun. Communion with the very best of men - supreme fun. So the 2008 fixture is cancelled to be replaced by a reunion - can you count us in please? " 
2nd September 2007 
vs Helensburgh CC - lost
Helensburgh recorded their first win over XL Scotland in the BA Williams Memorial match. On a wet and seamer friendly pitch the toss was important. Helensburgh won and inserted. A wicket from the first ball was followed closely in the third over and the Forty Club were 2-2. Wickets fell at regular intervals and only Dawid Lotz (38) had the measure of the bowling. A spirited twenty three run stand for the final wicket got us above 100 but it was never going to be enough unless we bowled and fielded superbly. Unfortunately that was not to be the case as Helensburgh cantered to a 9 wicket win. catches were shelled and opportunities missed. even the normal safe hands of Colin Mair let us down as he reckoned he was blinded by the reflection of the sun off the autumn leaves of the surrounding trees!
31st August 2007
vs Wimborne CC - draw
Local Canford pupil Chris Ridley (who played for the Southern Schools in the early season fixture at Oakham) filled in for the South District due to late withdrawals and marked his presence in the drawn game at Wimborne with an unbeaten 104, which underpinned the XL total of 252-4. Despite four wickets by Max Smith, the South ran out of time and Wimborne forced a draw at 110-8.
29th August 2007
vs Strathclyde Police - won
The second match against the Strathclyde Police was a resounding win for Forty Club Scotland. A 2 wicket win doesn't appear much but the boys in blue were never in it after the Forty Club opening bowlers restricted them to 35-4 after 14 overs. An 86 run stand for the 5th wicket papered over the cracks and if it wasn't for another 20 run stand for the last wicket the innings would have been well below par. Bob Stickland led from the front and this season's top batter was unlucky to fall for 38. Coffey and Kampman turned the screw and only two silly run outs took the polish off a great performance. Another great evening after the match and it is hardly surprising that this game is so popular
28th August 2007
vs Pembrokeshire Veterans - won
The Pembrokeshire Vets match was one of mixed emotions which saw Vets and XL stalwart Mike Tennick retiring from all forms of the game whilst on the other hand it saw the return to action after two new hips of Tony Hallett. Batting first the XL Wales got off to a flying start with Byron Jones (116) and Peter Docherty (58) putting on 179 for the first wicket in 26 overs.After the dismissal of Docherty the innings stalled with only skipper Richard Harris (32) and a late flurry from Colin Tucker (15) seeing the total reach 248. In reply the Vets chased hard led by a maiden century by Nick Kooman (113 no) before the tight bowling of the XL side restricted the home team to 221-8 to see the XL run out as winners by 27 runs.
vs Kennington CC - draw
An enjoyable drawn match at Kennington concluded the season for the Kent & East Sussex district. Batting first, Kent & East Sussex were soon in trouble at 25 for 3. But 44 from Olufawo (on his XL debut) and Micky Winner (40) together with useful contributions from the lower order rescued things to enable a testing target, after 47 overs, of 174. Kennington made a similar poor start and at 25 for 4 a victory for the visitors looked likely. However, XL member Dave Finch, with a hard-hit 77, had other ideas and although wickets fell steadily, the draw was secured at 153 for 9 (40 overs) with Peter Hartland returning a superb 5 for 30 off 10 overs.
21st August 2007
North West vs East Midlands - East Midlands won
The Inter District Semi Final between Northwest and East Midlands turned out to be a tight competitive match where the highlight of both innings featured a late lower order revival. East Midlands [EM] won the toss and elected to bat on a slow difficult surface. Blatherwick took early control with some lusty blows off the Northwest [NW] openers including a straight six off Brett Storey. Storey got his revenge however as Blatherwick was caught at slip by Ian Austin for a useful 31. Keith Roscoe brought himself on in the 17th over and his flighted and controlled left arm spin soon had EM struggling as he ripped out the middle order. In fact Keith took the next 5 wickets to fall to leave EM on 104 for 6. Deakin also bowled an excellent controlled spell only going for 14 in his 10 overs. Ian Austin also initially tied down the scoring but latterly the EM lower order got the innings back on track. Whelan plundered a quick 17 and Adwick hit Austin's final over for 17 to finish 19 not out batting at 10. Roscoe's superb bowling earned him 5 for 19 off his 10 overs. EM finished on 153 for 9, a good total after their middle order calamities. NW's openers found scoring hard work against Whelan and Adwick who bowled just the right sort of pace for this slow wicket. Hope soon went for 7 and Austin after a brief flurry went for 18. Phil Deakin came to the wicket and was very patient whilst recovering the situation after the early losses. EM's slower bowlers also proved that spin was the key and Sparham and Newman caused another middle order collapse as Lord, Chris Dearden and Whitehead all went cheaply. Deakin was still there picking up singles but as wickets fell around him NW were in trouble on 99 for 7.Then their lower order brought them back with a chance. Carpendale [10] and especially Brett Storey hit much needed boundaries to bring the game back. Deakin was eventually out lbw for 42. It came down to the last three overs where 20 were needed. Storey hit a couple more boundaries but then was well caught by Hurst off the steady Sparham who finished with 3 for 30. NW ended just 6 runs short with the last pair at the wicket. Click here for scorecard 
16th August 2007
vs West Midlands Police Veterans - won
XL West Midlands lost the toss and were asked to bat first. This proved to be a bad choice for the police, as the opening pair of John Waters and Peter Hoare put on what might be a West Midlands opening partnership record of 221 before Peter had to retire hurt on 86. The ever youthful John Waters went on to record an extremely well crafted 109, with a little bit of help from Roger Wickson who finished with 29 not out. XL eventually declared on 253 for 1. The police toiled away with the bowling, but on such a low flat pitch, it was very hard going for them. The only wicket taker was Miller, who eventually trapped John Waters LBW in what proved to be the last over before tea. In Reply, XL looked much more likely to take a wicket, and in fact were rewarded with one, with only four runs recorded, when Mo Zabair beat Cartwright with a great delivery, and he was stumped by the keeper. After that, wickets fell at regular intervals, and honours were shared. Nelson taking 2 for 17 off 7, Zabair, 2 for 34 off 8, Gray, 1 for 43 off 9, Raza, 2 for 28 off 9, Clay, 1 for 26 off 5 and lastly, Gilbert, 1 for 6 ff 4. The only batsman for the police to achieve any credit was Tinkler with a well deserved 54. West Midlands XL Club eventually won the game by 98 runs.
15th August 2007 
vs Glasgow Academicals U18s - won
On a tricky pitch after another wet week, the experience of the Forty Club Scotland won through. Batting first the club showed great patience building a total that was probably worth 30/40 runs more than was recorded. A solid openning stand allowed first Nigel Clarke then Paul Coffey and finally Richard Young to hit out. The club declared at tea on 133-5, surprising some. However the Glasgow youngsters never were able to dominate tight and controlled bowling which reduced them to 9-3. Ian Downie 3-24 and Richard Bond 3-30 were the pick of the bolwers and the innings was rapped up by Richard Young whose four overs only conceded eight runs while taking the last two wickets. A fine win by 50 runs, a result that was predicted at tea but had several spectators bemused by the confidence of the prediction! 
12th August 2007
vs Sissinghurst CC - draw
This inaugural match at Sissinghurst finished in a creditable draw with honours relatively even. The fixture had been masterminded by some of Sissinghurst’s XL members (Messrs Brown, Winner and Faulkner) who took the field for their village club. After electing to bat first, Kent & East Sussex lost a couple of early wickets only for Neil Canham (110) and guest Martin Hart (63) to make a valuable to steady the visitor’s nerves. Both played beautifully, hitting numerous fours and sixes between them. After Hart was out, Huggins quickly came and went only for John Simmons to arrive and hit a swift 41 not out as the XLs closed on 250 for 6. The home team used a variety of bowlers with the wickets spread amongst them. For Kent & East Sussex, Hawkins proved problematic for the Sissinghurst top order as he quickly removed three of the top order and it was left to the middle order to consolidate and very nearly guide the home team towards a win. But that was not to be and nor were the XLs able to take all of the home club’s wickets as Sissinghurst closed just 14 runs from victory.
9th August 2007
vs MCC - lost
In the annual fixture, The Forty Club entertained the MCC at Penarth CC on a glorious sunny day (a rarity for this summer) and came off second best to a youthful MCC team. The MCC took first use of the excellent Penarth wicket and got off to a good start with P Carter (55) and Man of the Match W O’Driscoll (113) sharing an opening stand of 101 with Carter falling to a sharp piece of wicket-keeping from Gareth Owen who kept superbly all game. The innings progressed to 263-3 before skipper Robbie Weston declared. The XL innings started bright with Nigel Keess and Byron Jones taking the attack to the MCC. Three wickets then fell in quick succession before skipper Mike Staddon (30) and top scorer John Morris (56) brought the XL back into contention only for Staddon to fall to a wonder catch on the boundary from O’Driscoll. The innings stuttered in the face of a fine spell of bowling by Gareth Fox 6-32 before the XL were all out for 193. Many thanks go to the Penarth Club for their hospitality. 
8th August 2007
vs Worcestershire Over 50's - draw
After the recent floods, it was a pleasure to play cricket at Shipston on Stour CC, and entertain Worcestershire Over 50’s. The West Midlands won the toss and decided to bat on a very hard wicket. Waters and Brown found the tight bowling of Johnson and Woodward difficult to get away in the first few overs, and this curtailed the scoring. However, the batting track never looked anything other than a run scoring paradise, and this was eventually what happened with Brown going for 43, only for Hartley to join the party. Both he and Waters scored 78 and 79 respectively. West Midlands eventually declared on 233 for 3 off 49 overs. Wickets were shared one apiece for Johnson, Mudway and Hemsley.
In reply, the Worcestershire batsmen capitulated to 32 for 6 off the first 17 overs. This was due to the ever youthful duo of Terry Brown and Fred Jennings, who bowled extremely well in their spells, with 4 for 15 off 11 overs and 2 for 19 off 10 overs respectively. Martin Johnson, then came to the wicket and gave the score some credibility with a well crafted 61, before becoming one of Brown’s victims. Worcestershire then, had to rely on John Brookes and Martin Woodward to thwart West Midland’s attempts to prise them out as they secured a draw at the close. 
vs Sibton Park CC - won
A good all-round performance from Kent & East Sussex saw them win by 5 wickets at Sibton Park. Batting first the home side scored steadily but lost wickets in the process with Leadbetter (57) and Payne (41*) leading the way as they declared at tea on 200 for 7. The loss of some early wickets saw some consolidation by the middle order as Micky Winner (57*) and Latterman (55) held things together and guided the visitors towards victory.
vs Partridge Green CC - won
At the invitation of Alan Newman, The Forty Club helped Partridge Green CC celebrate their 125th anniversary. On the picturesque ground the village club batted first and lost wickets regularly to a steady Surrey & West Sussex attack with all six bowlers used taking wickets. Only Dawborn (62) threatened to put a competitive total on the board as the home team closed on 161 in the 55th over. Andy Imms, making his debut for the XLs, took the field 55 minutes late and was aggrieved to hear that he could not bowl for a further 55 minutes! In reply, Surrey & West Sussex lost both openers in the first two overs but Willie Boone and Ron Hart with some aggressive batting soon put the result beyond doubt with a partnership of 141. Soon after 6pm everyone adjourned to the bar – the Match Manager made a short speech congratulating Partridge Green on attaining their anniversary and presented a Forty Club shield to hang in their clubhouse.
7th August 2007
vs Netherfield CC - lost
On a rare sunny day in the shadow of Kendal Castle the North West won the toss and chose to bat. Excellent early bowling restricted the runs but eventually Richard Young and Alex Metcalf got into their stride. They got the score up to 23 before the first wicket fell, but a steady procession of wickets always had XL on the back foot. Steve Dalby with 25 and Joe Kelley 23 were the main scorers as XL finished their allotted overs on 147 for 9. This was never going to be enough for a fairly strong Netherfield side. Huck was very fortunate on several occasions but somehow managed to carry his bat with 92 not out to help win the game by 8 wickets.
3rd August 2007
vs Kenyan Kongonis CC - lost
With the sun gloriously on our backs for seemingly the first time in ages and with Surrey & West Sussex at 44-0, having been invited to bat first by a predominantly youthful Kongonis XI, all seemed set fair for a good day’s cricket. ‘Many a slip …’, however and the loss of Rob Stewart (17) at this score and then Andy Meads (12) with the score on 62 precipitated an avalanched of wickets. Seven people contrived to get bowled in all manner of convoluted ways, e.g. off the inside edge via boot onto stumps, etc, etc against what many would feel was somewhat ‘modest’ Kongonis bowling. Perhaps that was the trouble! Despite Nigel Percival opening with a spell of 7-5-6-1 and Bill Kincaid’s spell of 7-1-17-0, Jaap Vogellar’s two wickets and Tony MacDonald-Barker’s one, 129 was never going to be a sufficiently challenging total and the Kongonis cage was never seriously rattled as they achieved their winning score at leisure coinciding conveniently with the timing of tea at 4.30 pm!
2nd August 2007 
vs West District U19s - won
A stand of 129 between Keenan Bowers (108) and Ruan Nel (64) for XL Scotland set the platform for a big total at New Anniesland. Bowers and Nel two young South Africans were guesting for the club and certainly enjoyed their experience. Bowers a very talented wicketkeeper as well batted beautifully and while he was at the wicket the Forty Club innings grew by 217 runs. When the youngsters from the West batted, terrific fielding, catching and bowling had them always struggling. Only the West captain Hamish Locke, already interesting the Scottish selectors, batted with any conviction. His innings was brought to a close in amongst a great spell from Ziggy Young, 7 overs 4 maidens 4 for 11. The match ended as it began with a complete mix up and a fine run out. A good win against strong opposition. Keenan Bowers is 18 and plays for Helensburgh Cricket Club. Bowers who hails from Cape Town came to the wicket with the XL club in trouble having lost their first wicket off the third ball. When he left the XL innings was in a great position at 225 for four. Keenan scored 108, his first representative century, a mixture of fluent drives and wristy flicks. He tormented the West District bowling with exquisite timing and excellent running between the wickets. The Forty Club scored 237 – 4 and then bowled out the West District for 165 running out winners by 72 runs. In the field Keenan also starred contributing to two run outs and taking two smart catches in a good performance behind the stumps. However it was his batting that caught the eye. The West District coach reckoned his innings was in the top two played at the Glasgow ground this season.
1st August 2007
Wales v West - Wales won
In a game that was played in a spirit and competitive manner which was a credit to both teams the Wales XL team emerged victorious. After having been invited to bat Wales scored 245 all out in with Steve Matthews (71) being the cornerstone of the innings which allowed Wyn Lloyd (53) and Byron Jones (57) to play freely the other end against some tight West bowling and fielding. For the West, Terry Robinson 4-56, Norman Botton 3-34 and Fred Jennings 2-47 stood out. In reply the West got off to a positive start with Simon Hopkinson (53) Piers McBride (42) and Richard Gatton (27) taking the game to the hosts. However the Wales team were well marshalled by skipper Docherty and fine bowling by Simon Rogers 4-33, Byron Jones 2-28 and Mark Williams 1-26 saw Wales home. scorecard. 
vs Tenterden CC - lost
For the second year running on the delightful Tenterden ground, this fixture saw over 600 runs being scored on the day. Batting first, Kent & East Sussex got off to a steady start with 78 for the first wicket and then 101 for the second. Run machine Glynn Gunning found the long boundaries to his liking as he struck 29 fours in his huge 164, ably supported by his fellow batsmen. Skipper Ron Hart must have believed that 312 was sufficient a challenge to the home side when he declared. Wrong! A challenge it was, and one that was taken up as Tenterden racked up 202 for the first wicket thanks to McDonald (104 including 15 fours and 1 six) and Whiting (90 which included 9 fours and 2 sixes). The XL bowlers toiled without much reward between them and it was only the introduction of Hart and visiting Dutch player, Jaap Vogelaar, who managed to ‘buy’ a few wickets as the home side homed in on victory.
30th July 2007
vs Maori-Oxshott C.C - lost
Batting first on winning the toss Surrey & West Sussex lost opener Clive Huggins with only 8 runs on the board. Andy Meads (59), Graham Neale (25), and Alan Newman (59), made steady progress thereafter but at 165-5 and with declaration time approaching something needed to be done to set a challenging total for Maori-Oxshott to chase. A quick fire partnership of 79 between Jaap Vogelaar (25) and skipper Adrian Gale, who managed to hit an unbeaten 41 in just 26 balls, provided the necessary runs to see The Forty Club through to a very respectable and timely declaration total. In reply opener Davis (50) ensured the home side kept up with the required rate from the start by cuffing anything loose to the boundary. The scoreboard read 84-4 when he departed and with 18 overs remaining at this point the game seemed nicely poised. Some powerful hitting from Mollan (93) and one or two missed opportunities in the field kept Maori-Oxshott well on track but the loss of his, and another wicket, in the last three overs ensured that tension remained high right into the last over from which four were needed for victory. Three dot balls from Norman Jones turned the screw even further before the experienced Lloyd (25 not out) struck a boundary to see Maori-Oxshott home with two balls to spare. A good game well contested by The Forty Club.
29th July 2007
vs Bronwydd Colts - won
The picturesque Bronwydd ground hosted and intriguing contest between the XL Wales and the Bronwydd Colts. Batting first Wales amassed 188 with Wales over 50’s skipper Mike Staddon scoring 58 ably supported by local boy Byron Jones 25 and Gowerton’s John Morris 20 no. before skipper Keith James declared. In reply the Colts were going well with G Jones and T Wilson both scoring fine 47s.After fine spells of bowling by Peter Bettterley and Mike Turner the match turned with the introduction of Ceri Richards who’s took 4-11 including a decisive “Hat Trick” to see the XL home. 
25th July 2007
Kent & East Sussex v Surrey & West Sussex - Surrey & West Sussex won
Kent & East Sussex won the toss and asked Surrey & West Sussex to take first knock on a good batting track. An opening partnership of 71 after 21 overs by Nigel Angus & Keith Fuller against a fine opening attack of Bill Faulks & Richard Clark was well below the necessary run rate on the small Southborough ground. Angus was out in the 26 over with the score on 101 leaving Bill Johnson (108) to almost single handedly take the score to a respectable 239 all out. The home District reply was launched by Glyn Gunning & Ian Rippingal and after 9 overs with 46 on the board captain Ron Hart was confident until an LBW decision went against Rippingal. However, enter Willie Boone, and again the score card ticked over at the required rate then the major loss of Gunning dismissed by M.O.M Johnson resulted in a gradual slowing down on the run rate and it was not until a final onslaught by Bill Faulks 32* that victory was in the balance - secured by Surrey/West Sussex with just 13 runs to spare. An excellent game was enjoyed by all and congratulations and best wishes in the next round to Roly Walton and his team.

Eastern Counties vs East Midlands - East Midlands won - click here for scorecard
24th July 2007
Jingles Trophy - West of Scotland vs East of Scotland - East of Scotland won
The annual East v West match in Scotland for the Jingles Trophy took place at the Tryst, Stenhousemuir on Wednesday July 24th. After a week of inclement weather punctuated by heavy rain the cricket gods were with us on a glorious summer's day. Jim Inglis skipper of the East select won the toss and deciding the wicket had a tinge of green asked the West to bat. This seemed a good move as the West lost two wickets to smart catching by Paul Coffey substituting for the East. A fine fifty from Charlie Dunlop (72) provided a firm base for Paul Coffey (32no) to launch a final overs onslaught and the West innings closed at 184-5. The Easy started slowly and the West were left to rue a couple of missed chances as a century opening partnership 120 between Blair Forrester (58) and David Halcrow (65) set the East up and despite four late wickets last years reverse was revenged with a 6 wicket win.
19th July 2007 
vs - Vale of Glamorgan Colts - abandoned
The XL Wales posted a competitive score on a slow and rain affected wicket at Penarth. With skipper Rob crimp won the toss and elected to bat. Openers Alun Bunston (70) and Phil Haines (32) battled to an opening partnership of 80 against an accurate Colts attack. The middle order of Geoff Thomas, Clem Williams and Richard Alsept took the attack to the Colts before afinal flurry by Carwyn Lewis and Keith James allowed skipper Crimp to declare at 193-6. Unfortunately the heavens opened at tea forcing an abandonment which was a shame as the XL had the ideal attack in Crimp and Andy Stephens, backed up by John Owens to exploit the conditions.
18th July 2007
vs Ockley CC - won
Asked to bat on a tricky wicket, Surrey & West Sussex were struggling at 34-4 but contributions from Paul Quested (40), Andy Graham (24) and Perry Crosswaite (21) saw the total to 144-7 after 53 overs. After a reasonable start, Ockley were well placed to mount a challenge as the outfield and wicket started to dry out slowly but the steady loss of wickets to Klimcke (2), Norman Jones (3) and 4 for John Hawkins meant Ockley were always struggling thereafter. The final wicket falling in the penultimate over ensured a rare win for XL in this fixture in recent years.
12th July 2007
vs Tettenhall College - lost
West Midlands lost the toss and were asked to bat on a very slow wet wicket. Their cause was not helped by the fact that two people dropped out just before the game, and only nine players appeared!!! However, the school provided two substitutes during the game, but unfortunately they were not batsmen or bowlers. Subsequently, the XLs collapsed on 133 all out. In reply the school reached the target easily with Kimberlin 51 not out and Patterson, caught and bowled by our only notable bowler, John Waters, for 43. 
vs - Scotland U19s - lost
The Scotland U19 team handed XL Scotland a painful lesson in their last warm up match before the U19 World Cup. The Forty Club batted first and got off to a flying start 20 without loss after 3 overs before an excellent catch and an incredibly stupid run out meant that a rebuilding exercise was required. However after the score had reached 42, 5 wickets fell for 1 run with 5 consecutive batsmen failing to trouble the scorer. This was a result of good spin bowling on a responsive track. The club finally struggled to a poor 63 our lowest score in memory. A rain shower deadened the wicket during tea and the Young Scots cantered to an easy win by 10 wickets. A very disappointing result from the club even more so as we fielded a pretty strong XI!! 
11th July 2007
vs Sir Roger Manwood's Grammar School - lost
A good game of cricket resulted in a 3 wicket win for Manwood’s. On a slow, low pitch after heavy recent rain, Kent & East Sussex progressed steadily to 176 for 8 declared after 46 overs, thanks mainly to Neil Canham (39), Ian Robinson (31) and Matthew Quantrill who was last out for 49. Collins (3 for 28) was the best school bowler. Garton and Brierley (45) gave Manwood’s a steady start but at 85 for 4 the match was in the balance. Jarvis and Goulden then added 62 in a sensible partnership and Collins was able to complete the job in the penultimate over despite the efforts of Ian Robinson (2 for 17, Neil Canham (2 for 29) and Wicks (2 for 25).
9th July 2007
XL Scotland v XL North West - North West won 
The Reubens trophy threw up a great match between Scotland and the North West. The surprise was that there was any play at all after a week of torrential rain but on a pretty good if slow pitch the match was able to go ahead. The N/W won the toss and asked Scotland to bat first and a fine second wicket partnership of 54 between Girvan (39) and Stickland (31) looked to have given the Scots a base to launch an offensive. Great bowling however from Keith Roscoe, Phil Deakin and Terry Lord put paid to a big total and the Scots had to make do with 138. Some canny bowling from the Scottish lads and wickets were falling regularly. Richard Hope however was riding his luck, two drops and bowled off a no ball! Richard scored a fine 40 and this plus a breezy 29 from Carradale saw the North West as winners of the RE Reubens trophy and through to the next round of the Inter District competition. After the match an evening of bon hommie and camaraderie was had with a whisky tasting, dinner and drinks. Stumps were finally called in the early hours of the next morning. 
5th July 2007
vs Scotland U17's - abandoned
After a solid bowling performance that limited the Scotland U17s to 145, rain foiled the XL Club Scotland from completing a fine win. John Cameron and Alan Skelton set the scene bowling 18 overs for 37 runs before, Ruan Nel, Michael Leask and Sujji Ashraf bowled the youngsters out. In reply the early loss of Bowers brought Nel in to join Bruce Girvan and an unbeaten 77 run partnership had the Forties well on their way to a fine win before rain called a halt to proceedings at 92 for 1 wkt. In the field Keenan Bowers had three stumpings and there were fine catches from Coffey and Ashraf.
vs - Langley Park School - draw
Almost four wins on the trot for Kent & East Sussex in this fine all-round performance. The bowling was again a feature of plus the batting contributions from Spencer, Gunning and Hart – plus Mr Extras! The school did itself credit as they chased the runs and unfortunately ( for them) ran out of time 6 runs short of victory.
4th July 2007
vs - Chislehurst & Sidcup Grammar School - won
Yet another wet damp day resulting in the wicket being, to say the least, difficult to bat on and so it proved. The school won the toss and without hesitation invited Kent & East Sussex to bat. After 20 overs we were in poor shape with 4 wickets down for a paltry 52 runs. At this point, skipper Ron Hart joined Cliff Hayward and they took the score to 83. Once the skipper had departed, Hayward, with the utmost degree of patience, scored an excellent 45* as he eventually ran out of partners and easing the score to 124. The school reply was brisk and in no time 28 without loss after 6 overs saw the introduction of the master of spin, Geoff Burton (6 overs, 2 for 18) and then Ron Hart (4 overs, 3 for 17 and also on a hat trick after 2 overs). Then further change bowler and man of the match, Cliff Hayward took 4 for 11 off just 3 overs which also included a missed hat trick. These efforts saw the school to collapse to 70 all out after just 20 overs.
3rd July 2007 
vs Dauntseys School - won
After two days of sunshine in Wiltshire it rained just as XL South turned up at the school – and it rained hard for just over 30 minutes. This meant there was no chance of play before lunch and even afterwards conditions were variable. However, as the sun now shone a 70 over game was agreed with 40 club receiving 38 and the school 32 overs. Batting first the XL club batted well down the order with everyone contributing. However Neil Blackey and Bill Munday were joined in the “30” club by new member Hamish Millar. These, added to by Sam Stafford (guesting from the school) made up an above average score that had a decent amount of challenge in it. Foyle bowled a long and successful spell to end with 3 for 59 and was well supported by his peers and fielders. Hargreaves was effective at the end and achieved 2 for 14 during the “slog” – as if 40 club Slogged! In reply the school were very mature in their approach and took on the XL Club along the ground in ones and twos, so much so that at one stage they appeared certain of victory. Ultimately temptation took over and some excellent bowling by Candy and Yorke especially put the school behind the clock and left them needing 11 to win from the last over. Candy and good field placing made sure that they fell 2 short. Good contributions came from Foyle, Captain Lodwick and Allsop and everone agreed alot was learned during an entertaining and exciting match.
29th June 2007
vs St Dunstan's College - won
After steady early morning rain, Kent & East Sussex commenced a first innings at 12.00noon only to have that aborted after less than half an hour by a torrential downpour. When that abated, water had seeped under the covers but thanks to a drying breeze, welcome sunshine and hard work by the groundstaff the pitch was (just) playable by 2.30p.m. and we opted, with some opposition in the ranks, to play a new 35-overs a side limited overs match. Steele and Godfrey got XL off to a good start with 67 coming in 9 overs and Steele scoring a half-century on his old School ground before both lost their wickets in quick succession. After that, Willie Boone and Glyn Gunning prospered with 58 and 67 respectively before slowing down a little, when the School’s slow bowlers came on. The School’s innings began with quite a sharp spell from Richard Clark but, though wickets fell, with 20 overs left, they were still up with the run-rate with Saleem and youngster, Johnson, going well. The slow bowling of Ron Hart and Steele, however, combined with Clark’s fielding, Barry Smith’s glovework and Nigel Keess’ example in keeping all on their toes, curtailed what had been a very good chase. Thanks to the Peters: Blackler and Wiseman, for umpiring and scoring, respectively. The big sartorial question of the day – tailored flannels or white pyjama bottoms?!
28th June 2007
vs North Pembrokeshire U17s - abandoned
Were Wales' prayers answered? After 39 overs, the match looked somewhat one-sided as the North Pembrokshire Under 17’s opening pair of Salter and Harris had clocked up 209 without loss before yet again rain affected an XL match this season. Harris had made his century by then but unfortunately for Salter he missed out having scored only 95.
vs Sutton Vallence School - draw
Sutton Vallence elected to bat – the first two wickets put on 50 & 61 but thereafter Kent & East Sussex managed to take regular wickets. Some good attacking batting and much long distance retrieval of the ball saw the school declare after 38 overs on 222 for 8. Nigel Percival took 4 – 67 in 13 overs whilst Cyril Davey took 3 wickets but suffered 86 runs off 10 overs. In reply, teh XL Club needed a good start and it was solid!! Peter Robinson managed an excellent 0 in 33 balls whilst Nigel Riley was far more prolific with 5 in 22 balls. Dick Ellis managed 2 in 22 balls but Matt Quantrill with 47 and Denham Earl (27) put a more respectable face on matters but we ended at 120 for 5 to gain a very poor draw. The school tried 9 bowlers to get us out but it was a good batting wicket which we didn’t use too well.
vs City of London Freeman's School - lost
It was fitting that on the occasion of the retirement of the Head master, David Hayward, after 20 years in the post that such an entertaining game should see the end of an era. Batting first, Surrey & West Sussex openers Ian Walter and Ian Rippengal found it difficult to up the tempo on the damp wicket. The early loss of Walter then Peter Rebera being bowled after looking in exceptional form, the arrival of Clive Grierson (no relation to the XL Club founder) steadied the ship together with Rippengal taking the score to 104 for 3 at which point without Grierson’s 72, our total would have been way short of the eventual 155 for 9 off 60 overs. On this special day and at the traditional and wonderful lunch a presentation to the Head Master by the match manager, Ron Hart, was made of the Jim Laker book written by our own Brian Scovell. An extended lunch break to almost 3pm eventually saw the school openers finding it equally difficult against the controlled bowling of Hugh Milner and Geoff Burton (3 for 57) supported by John Hawkins (2 for 26). At the start of the final 20 overs, the school, needed 98 to win. Eventually 2 runs were required off the final over for victory which the school secured with 3 balls to spare. Yet another day at Freeman’s to remember as being enjoyed by everyone.
27th June 2007
vs King Henry VIII School - draw
Thanks and congratulations should be given to all at King Henry’s for working so hard to allow a game, even though the start time was pushed back from 11.30 to 1.45, to proceed when all around were under significant amounts of water. Well done!
Having won the toss the difficult decision (based on both conditions and last year’s game here - and not least the performance of the XL Club at Bromsgrove the day before) was made for the West Midlands to bat first and despite some accurate bowling (ignoring the many wides) and some impressive fielding, a steady start was made. John Waters with 31 and Colin Jones 21 grafted to accumulate, laying a platform for Tony Bristow (47 not out) coming in at 5 to play with a flourish and with obvious class. Luckily dark clouds only deposited a small amount of the rain circling the immediate area, delaying proceedings after tea for 15 minutes and the Forty Club declared with their total 171 for 9. King Henry’s were well curtailed in their chase with tight bowling at the start from Howard Clay and early wickets from John Waters (8-2-33-2) and following some excellent spin and non-spin from Brian Young and Mike Perkins respectively they fell well below the required run rate with Brian Young taking impressive figures of 6-1-33-4 (not bad for a man with only one leg!). J. Madeley top scored for King Henry’s with a cultured 44 but a draw became inevitable when the lower order King Henry’s batsmen decided to play straight, showing determination not to be beaten and in hindsight, perhaps what appeared to be at the time a sporting declaration based on the destructive performance of the King Henry’s batting line-up last year was in fact just too much to ask and as they ran out of overs to score (finishing on 132 for 8), we too ran out of time to get the last two wickets which would have claimed victory. 
vs Dover College - lost
A weak Kent & East Sussex side were no match for a much improved Dover College and suffered a heavy defeat by 9 wickets. Only Andy Arter with 28 made any real contribution on a damp pitch and 67 all out in 40 overs was truly non-competitive. The college bowlers and fielders gave little encouragement. Although Adams took a wicket in his first over, Rich and Walsh had little difficulty in overhauling our score without further loss. 
vs Claysmore School - abandoned
The XL South rattled through a remarkable 44-overs in the two-hour morning session and, with left-arm spinner Jim Smallbone (3-26)bowling a miserly 22-over spell and South District chairman Mike Vimpany snaring three victims behind the stumps, Clayesmore were on the rack at 88-6. The XL lost their grip after lunch (it may have been the wine) as Clayesmore progressed to 156 without further loss, but play was abandoned in mid-afternoon. 
26th June 2007
vs Bromsgrove School - lost
A day of extremes: snow flurries in Scotland, heavy rain in all parts of the UK, floods widespread, Worcester county ground under water, and further afield, 47oC in Italy. Unfortunately, on Bromsgrove’s hallowed acres, West Midlands achieved their lowest total for at least 30 years! It had already been a trying week, with several players dropping out, together with the uncertainties about the game taking place at all due to atrocious weather locally, and the fact only 10 men took the field for XL. Allowing for all of this and for the sodden pitch making playing perilous, the dismissal of the XL side for 62 can only be described as feeble. The only player of note was John Waters with 24 runs and three wickets. Bromsgrove’s Haines, returned figures of 5 wickets for 6 runs off 5 overs which really finished things for the visitors. In reply, Bromsgrove did lose three wickets, but never looked in trouble, scoring 63 off 12.1 overs. This meant a resounding loss for XL by 7 wickets.
vs Colfe's School - won
Kent & East Sussex had a touch of revenge for the previous season’s hammering at Colfe’s – but only just as they won by 8 runs. Dick Ellis played a pivotal role as he top scored for the XLs with 65 and then later took a catch and completed 3 stumpings during the Colfe’s innings. Lorrimer proved to be thorn in the visitor’s side as he took 5 for 17 off 7 overs, but Ellis and some of the other XL batsmen helped push the score up to a respectable 172 for 8 before declaring. The school lost a couple of early wickets but took the game to the visitors with Potter scoring 61 before being caught and bowled as he chased the win. However the support of his fellow batsmen wasn’t to be, with his being the penultimate wicket to fall and the last fell just 8 runs short.
Inter District Trophy - 1st round
West Midlands vs East Midlands - East Midlands won 
East Midlands batted first in this 50 over match. N Jelley and M Blatherwick opened the batting and they scored at roughly 5 an over from the start and the boundaries came thick and fast. M Blatherwick was clearly in very good touch and found the boundary regularly. When Jelley was out for 39, the first wicket stand had been 139 after 29 overs and Blatherwick was driving towards his century. He was eventually caught by Roger Wickson off the bowling of Howard Clay for 151, which included 23 fours and 3 sixes. C Sparham added a further 38 including 2 sixes. T Pridmore carried his bat for 49 which included 10 fours, and EM District Chairman Duncan Bembridge also carried his bat for 34. EM had scored a prodigious 340 from their 50 overs for the loss of just 3 wickets. J Hartley took 1 for 32 from his 10 overs; K Truswell took 2 for 78 from his 10, and M Bainton, P Richardson, T Brown, P Hoare and R Wickson went wicketless. The West Midlands' reply started quietly for the first 10 overs but unhappily the acceleration thereafter was stunned somewhat by the loss of wickets. Opener K Truswell was caught in the 9th over with the score at just 27: and his partner P Hoare fell 9 overs later, having scored just 2 runs and with the score at 93, Wickets came fairly regularly thereafter with only M Bainton (52) and P Bates (69) converting their starts into a decent score. The WM side ran out of time and overs with 9 wickets down and a score of 295. A valiant effort against a huge target which was arguably still possible but for the efforts of EM bowler M Aplin who took three wickets in three overs to destroy the middle order. Over 600 runs in the day is huge testament to a good match of cricket and all credit to EM for clinching the victory.
21st June 2007
vs Ceredigion Colts - draw
The XL Wales team travelled to the picturesque Aberystwyth ground which is the most westerly point on the XL Fixture list and managed to escape the horrid weather that has plagued the country over recent weeks. 
Batting first the XL reached 174 thanks to a maiden XL ton from Byron Jones (109) which was full of trademark drives and cuts. Jones was ably supported by John Morris, Wyn Lloyd and Mike Staddon before skipper Keith James called a halt at 174-3. The Ceredigion batsmen never got to grips with the accurate XL bowling and off-spinner Chris Hudson showed his all round talents by supplementing his ton at Llandovery with an impressive haul of 7-22.The Colts held on with 9 down to deny Wales victory.
vs Eltham College - lost
The Match Manager, in his inaugural match, was a little disappointed to lose it but nevertheless it was a very enjoyable day and Kent & East Sussex were well looked after by the school.Batting first, the XL Club started slowly and never really got going. Only a stand between Willie Boone and Ron Hart was the highlight of the innings as the visitors were bowled out for 144. The school made a very good start putting on over 100 before losing the first wicket. Apart from Tony MacDonald-Barker taking 2 wickets and Bruce Birchall with a wicket maiden at the end. The XL Club were outplayed on the day.
vs Beechen Cliff School - lost
The XL West district struggled to 104 all out which an enthusiastic young Beechen Cliff team knocked off in 17.3 overs and very nearly did so without losing a wicket. However, two consolation wickets at the very end after the first wicket pair had put on 92, put paid to that.
20th June 2007 
The Scotland match against Glasgow High School was cancelled due to the weather
vs Old Swinford Hospital School - won
XL won the toss and asked the school to bat first on a damp wicket. Openers Cooper and Dickens put up some stiff resistance to accurate bowling from Jennings and Clay. However, both fell victim to Jennings with 15 and 27 respectively. Unfortunately, the rest of the team capitulated and bowling honours were shared around, and the school ended with 125 all out. In contrasting styles, West Midlands opened with Alan Neal and Nigel Foxall, and although Foxall fell without scoring, it was to be a short lived reprieve. Peter Bates came to the wicket and crafted a superb 44 before being caught. John Waters only made 4 before Jon Hartley joined Alan Neal to secure the victory in style with a straight six down the ground. Xl ended on 126 for 3 and won by 7 wickets. As a footnote to the game, it must be recorded that, father and son, John Bates and Peter Bates, both played pivotal roles today with bat and ball, and I wonder whether this is a first for the Forty Club?
vs City of London School - draw
Batting first, Kent & East Sussex posted a target that was never in danger of being reached by the school. Again the prolific Glynn unning (83) was the main man. The school’s reply never really got going (other than Lebens with 52) against a well balanced XL attack with Kevin Smither and Geoff Burton bowling tight spells. The draw was a fair result.
19th June 2007
vs Bloxham School - won
West Midlands won the toss and asked the school to bat. Aided by secure catching from the slip cordon, opening bowlers John Waters and Terry Brown between them dismissed the first six batsmen. Only two got into double figures, and they were soon 50 for 6. Each of the four following bowlers picked up a wicket apiece and apart from Harper (39*) the school finished on 143 all out. Unfortunately, our opening batsmen did not enjoy the same success they had achieved with the ball, and were soon 8 for 2, and then our No. 3 batsman had to retire hurt with a broken toe. Mike Bainton and Roger Wickson brought some respite with 41 apiece to restore the balance in XL’s favour. Martin Malone also contributed with 22* to finish the game in deteriorating light, and to record a win by 4 wickets.
vs Hurstpierpoint College - draw
An early Injury to Jon Stevens deprived Kent & East Sussex of its main strike bowler allowing Peter Hartland to join the attack and bowl 14 magnificent overs with 6 maidens and take 5 for 38. Norman Jones gave good support taking 3 for 39 in 9.5 overs. The school’s innings was built entirely upon a fine knock by their skipper, T Carr who scored 137 out of a total of 231 for 8 before declaring after 54 overs. The XL openers Ian Rippengal and Peter Rebera looked in good nick until an early LBW went against the latter. His departure announced the arrival of Willie Boone, who with Rippengal, eased the run rate ahead of the school’s at the same 24 over point. Then the rain came resulting in a 20 minute stoppage and any chance of an XL victory which had looked on the cards at one stage. After the dismissal of both these batsmen, wickets fell quickly with batsmen trying to reach the target. A worthy draw was secured by the last pair at the wicket.
18th June 2007
vs Woodbridge School - won
On an overcast morning Eastern Counties won the toss and batted. A steady opening partnership of 45 ensued between Colin Anderson (29) and Mike Plumridge (41) between the showers and we reached 80 for 2 at lunch in a shortened session. The weather improved after lunch and we continued to bat steadily and reached 185 for 6 after 50 overs with the captain, Tony Warrington on 43 not out, when he declared, leaving the school what would have been the same number of overs for their reply. However our opening bowlers, Stuart Bartram and Ian Starling, knew better and picked up 3 wickets each in their 9 overs, leaving the two spinners, Jaspal Singh and John Elliott to mop up the tail, including two fine stumpings by Andrew Morgan, with the final wicket being taken with the second ball of the first of the last 20 overs.
vs Lomond School - lost
Who says lightning doesn't strike twice. Four years ago the XL Scotland had to borrow a schoolboy from Lomond School. That day Oliver Curtis went on to take 5 wickets against his schoolmates. Again unfortunately a late call off meant we were looking for players. The Lomond master offered up Peter Sajjad and the rest as the say is deja vu! Two great spells returned an excellent analysis of 12 overs 5 wickets for 38. However Lomond had amassed a very creditable 187-9 at tea, when they declared. The total was not beyond what on paper was a very strong batting line up. Unfortunately the game isn't played on paper and the day had now turned into a beautiful evening. The pitch unresponsive in the first innings was now responding to a blistering sun and that, plus some excellent bowling and some poor shot selection had the Forty Club 0-2 and then 20-5. Bruce Girvan and Bob Stickland saved some blushes but the school recorded their first win against the club. This again is a fine reflection of the efforts of Dr Martin Everett at Lomond who against all the odds always produces a spirited and enthusiastic team. 
vs Forfarshire U23s - lost
Played on an excellent Forthill wicket, the XL Scotland club game with Forfarshire U23s began with the club batting. The Aberdeen contingent of David Johnston and Doug Anderson batted positively against an accurate attack. An excellent stand between Sandy Baird(51) and Doug Kyles (59) allowed the Club to declare on 185-5. Excellent knocks by the Martin brothers, Neil (57) and Gavin (65) secured a seven wicket win in the last over. Everyone enjoyed the game and both teams sampled excellent hospitality from the Forfarshire Cricket Club - a wonderful day for everyone
14th June 2007
vs Billericay CC veterans - abandoned 
Eastern Counties were able to start on time on our second game at Billericay and an opening partnership of 109 ensued between Tony Warrington, 61, and Colin Anderson, 52 not out. Rain, however, fell shortly thereafter leading to an abandonment with our score at 135 for 1 after 28 overs.
The wet weather continued in Scotland forcing the cancellation of the match against Dundee High School.
vs Winchester College - lost
The South District were beaten in the penultimate over after rain had taken a significant slice out of the game. Nigel Bungay (63), Neil Blakey (51) and Neil Taylor (43) scored the lion's share of the XL's 205-7, but the College got home with ten balls to spare after a frantic run chase.
13th June 2007
vs Simon Langton GS - draw
Batting first, the school made steady progress against the varied Kent & East Sussex attack and declared on 226 for 6. In reply, a few batsmen failed to trouble the scorers very much with only Andrew Barton (45) and Kevin Smither (37) making significant contributions. With the target well out of reach, The Forty Club settled for a draw closing on 139 for 8 wkts.
Scotland's rearranged match match vs Kelvinside Academy was cancelled (agian) as the weather held the upper hand north of the border. 
11th June 2007
vs Dollar Academy - lost
Another beautiful day at Dollar and Scotland had no hesitation in batting first. A steady start got us to 95-1 at lunch, but straight afterwards the loss of two wickets meant a rebuild job instead of an increased run rate. A fine fifty from Bob Stickland, backed up by a quick fire 34* from Sam Brenner allowed a declaration at 216-5. The Dollar boys were always up with the rate but wickets were falling regularly until the seventh wicket put on an unbeaten 62. The win was achieved with 3 minutes to stumps and delivered by a fine colt S.D.Weir who scored 40*. This young man batted with authority and style well beyond his 16 years. A fantastic win for Dollar Academy and a tribute to the effort that is put into cricket at that school. The outstanding bowler from the Forty Club was Alan Borthwick who picked up a fine five wicket haul! 
10th June 2007
vs Sussex Over 50's - won
This was the first time The Forty Club has played the Sussex Over 50's and what an enjoyable match it turned out to be played in glorious sunshine at Southborough CC. A large number of spectators enjoyed watching the master batsman Glynn Gunning destroy the Sussex Over 50's bowling with a magnificent innings of 171 (retired) including 12 sixes. Glynn was well supported by NeiL Canham (51) who graciously gave up his wicket and the Kent & East Susex total of 299 for 4wkts in 45 overs was always going to be difficult for Sussex. And so it proved, with only Bob Phillips (109) making any runs in the early batting and Geoff Burton being the star man with the ball 9-2-26-4 for the XLs. Only a late flurry from Neil Chitty (85*) taking advantage of a few friendly overs allowed by the skipper took the Sussex innings to 260 with Kent & East Sussex winning by 39 runs and the DOUBLE over the Over 50's of both Kent & Sussex in the space of 4 days.
7th June 2007
vs Kent Over 50's - won
Kent Over 50's took first knock and struggled against the Kent & East Sussex opening attack of Barry Adams (3 for 45 in 9 overs) and Andrew Barton (1 for 28 in 9 overs). A further excellent spell of bowling from Gordon Watts on his home club ground maintained the pressure on all the Kent Over 50's batsmen with Nigel Thirkell (71) the only one to make any impact in a total of 210. Kent & East Sussex trying to equal last year's 9 wicket win got off to a flyer with the opening partnership of Glyn Gunning (54) and Willie Boone (87) laying the foundation for what was to prove to be a comprehensive victory for the XL Club by 5 wickets. 
vs Strathclyde Police - draw
A bad toss to lose: the Police's opening batter scored a majestic 127, including 5 sixes and 10 fours. With the score 162-2 it looked like a mountain would have to be climbed. However Ian Redmond produced his best ever figures for the Forty Club, 4 overs 5 wickets for 18 runs, and the Police declared at tea on 202 for 8. While Bruce Girvan (54) and Charlie Dunlop (57) were together the chase was on. However three quick wickets made the last few overs tricky with new batsmen at the crease. A well fought draw was achieved in an excellent game, with Scotland closing on 184 for 5.
vs Canford – lost
This one went to the proverbial wire, with Canford celebrating a three-wicket win with just two balls to spare. The South’s total of 217-7 was founded around middle-order trio Dave Griffiths (64), Max Smith (45) and Guy Hayward (34). Canford looked to be easing towards a comfortable win while Ben Upton (60) and Chris Ridley (53) were resident at the crease, but Derek Candy (3-46) and Richard Gamble (2-44) ensured the result remained in doubt until the end.
6th June 2007
vs Llandovery School - won
The XL Wales batted first against an under strength Llandovery School side and got off to a flyer by Gareth Owen who raced to 39. After the fall of three quick wickets the innings gained impetus with Keith James 28 and Danny Griffiths 33 offering solid support to Chris Hudson who scored his maiden XL ton in majestic style before skipper Peter Williams called a halt to the innings at 236.
The School reply never got out of first gear with all the bowlers doing a fine job and sharing the wickets.
The XL catching was excellent with Chris Hudson and John Lodge taking a couple of fine catches.
vs Yorkshire Over 50's - won
The North East District finally got revenge for some heavy defeats by Yorkshire Over 50s in recent years - but they nearly snatched defeat from the jaws of victory! Winning the toss and batting first skipper Nick Johnson carefully selected the best order from only 9 players. Tony Wilson was soon out caught in the slips and Geoff Barker joined Steve Dalbey to face tight Yorks bowling for more than 20 overs. Their speed at running quick singles to fielders and playing off the front foot enabled them to add 69 for the 2nd wicket. Geoff carried on with Tony Holmes who by some big hitting got to 50 after Geoff had run himself out calling for a run too many! The XLs finished at 204 for 6 from 45 overs on a small ground with many hedges to hide boundary balls - could they defend their score? In the field the North East's opening bowlers were tight but after Shaw had bowled 3 successive maidens there were too many four-balls. The openers put on 60 without loss until the 2 Tonys - Tony Wilson (9-2-30-2) & Tony Sheppard (9-1-23-3) delivered spin from both ends. Wickets fell and runs dried up until Yorks were 140 for 6 with only 10 overs left. Tony Holmes bowled fast downhill and Sam Miller (from Ballerat!) got 2 wickets to sqeeze the innings. Victory seemed certain until 45 came from the last 2 overs, Miller dropped 2 catches for a 4 & 6, and Johnson settled the nerves with a last over wicket. Revenge had been a long time coming but was sweet. Yorkshire had played their part in a good friendly game of cricket by giving 2 fielders which was vital on such a small ground.
vs Kings College, Taunton - lost
In a more even match than the result reflects, the West made a poor start losing two early wickets – a situation that was retrieved by a good 90* from Hodgkinson who, with Griffiths (21) and Clarke (13), took things to 153 for 5 and eventually to 187 for 5 dec. The XL bowling held Kings to 90 for 2 until the introduction of the slower bowlers and a few missed catches allowed them to get away to reach their target with the loss of only two wickets.
14th June 2007
vs Dartford Grammar School - won
Kent & East Sussex made a steady start with Dick Ellis making 31, then a third wicket partnership of 115 from Matthew Quantrill (72) and Willie Boone (39) featured plenty of running including an all-run four. Long boundaries and light drizzle slowing the ball down made the 183 declared total a great achievement in the conditions. The school started well, an all-run five in the second over putting pressure on the XL fielders! M Low made 51 and M Patel (an illustrious name in the school’s cricketing history) a good 39, but the fielders fought back with three run outs and the slow bowlers restricted the scoring rate. Geoff Burton took 4 for 41 and Cliff Hayward wrapped things up with 2.4 overs to spare.
3rd June 2007
vs Woodhouse Grange CC - won
The North East District won the toss and decided to bowl with Woodhouse setting a respectable target as three batsmen scored half-centuries. However John Rudd led the reply with a fine 96 allowing the XLs to win by 5 wkts. 
31st May 2007
vs Cumbria U17s - draw
Cumbria won the toss and elected to bat on what started out as a warm sunny afternoon amongst the Lakeland Fells. The early loss of McMenemcy brought Jon Miles to the wicket. Miles batted beautifully, hardly giving a chance on his way to an even 100 handling the very experienced Keith Roscoe very well as well as the medium pace of Nigel Barrow. Miles and Gimber (40) put on 120 for the second wicket before Gimber was stumped by Ted Whitehead. Miles was retired on 100 by his coach to give the others a go. A late innings flourish took the Cumbrians to a very good total of 223 for 5 in even time. The Counties opening bowlers were quite sharp for 17 year olds and quickly accounted for Richard Young and the unfortunate John Sharples who was struck on the arm and had to retire. Runs soon became easier to score and Fred Brooker-Carey and Ted Whitehead got North West out of a bit of a hole. Just after Fred was out a brief shower took the players off for half an hour. When play resumed Stuart Priestley took to the Counties attack scoring a chanceless 54 before time ran out and both sides settled for the draw. Not quite a revenge for the Cumbrians for last years defeat but it was noticeable that they were a much stronger unit and we wish them well for their County matches this summer. 
Over in Wales the match against Llangennech Colts was cancelled due to the wet weather.
vs Strathallen School - draw
North of the border in Scotland this match was played under blue skies after a week of rain. Batting first, Scotland's David Johnston scored another solid fifty before being run out. The Forty club lost two batsmen to injury, first Mike Beal pulled a muscle before Alex Steele got hit on the head pulling. Richard Donald played a fine cameo and the school were set 171 to win. An excellent opening spell from Jim Inglis put the boys behind the asking rate and Charlie Stewart returning to the school his father captained in 1943 bowled a tidy spell of spin 2 wickets for 14. The seventh school wicket fell with 10 overs still left before the close of play and they managed to hold out for a draw on 92 for 7.
Rain forced the cancellation of the Kent & East Sussex match at Beckenham on the 28th May, the Scotland match against Kelvinside Academy on the 31st May (but now rearranged for the 13th June).
28th May 2007
vs St John's School, Leatherhead - abandoned
It was a great pleasure for the Northwest District to host a game against St Johns School, Leatherhead who were on a three day tour to Cheshire and Lancashire. Although their trip was marred by rain over the Bank Holiday weekend the players, staff and travelling parent supporters all seemed to enjoy their trip up north. As all of you in the south of England will know the Bank Holiday weekend was a washout but up here we did manage some cricket. St Johns beat Stockport Grammar school on the Saturday by 5 wickets but the Sunday game against Kings School, Chester was abandoned. So on the Monday the Northwest XL took on St Johns at Rawtenstall Cricket Club, a founder member of the Lancashire League way back in 1892 and a very traditional venue in every sense with accompanying cotton mill across the road. XL elected to bat first and Mike Davies and Richard hope started steadily against good bowling from Weir, Deighton and Masose. However with gathering cloud we suffered three heavy showers which meant the game was reduced firstly to 40 then to 30 overs before the ground could take no more. When the game was abandoned XL had scored 118 for no loss, Mike Davies 55 and Richard Hope 46 not out. Mention and praise must be noted for the work of former Northwest Chairman Richard Evans who put in much work into helping organise this tour acting as a go between for the schools involved. 
24th May 2007
vs Monkton Combe School - draw
At the venue voted in last month’s (April 2007) Wisden Magazine as 3rd Most Beautiful in England, the XL West district batted first and declared on 177-9 with skipper Stuart Spalding scoring 48 and Richard Newport 38. In reply Monkton Combe School closed on 138-9 with Scyld Berry taking 4-34 and Norman Botton 3-28.
vs Llanelli Schools U19s - draw
Keith James captaining the XL Club Wales in their first game this season lost the toss and Llanelli Schools elected to bat. The cornerstone of their innings was provided by Rhys Lane who scored an excellent century. He was supported by Stuart Goddard (41) and Nick Reynolds who impressed with 62. After a tidy start all the XL bowlers were set upon as the Schools side amassed 224 for 6 declared at tea. Mark Williams and Ceri Richards took 2 wickets apiece for the XL club and Gareth Owen was in fine form behind the stumps.
After tea the XL club took up the chase in belligerent style and advanced the score to 120 for 2 with 20 overs of play remaining. The loss of Wyn Lloyd (56) and Mike Staddon (29) slowed the run rate and despite Ceri Richards 22 it was left to skipper Keith James to steer the club to a draw with 9 not out. Stuart Goddard returned figures of 2 for 27 as the XL club closed on 214 for 8.
vs The Farmers Club - draw
After 3 days rain, but with a covered wicket, The Farmers Club elected to bat and they inched their way to 97-4 by lunch, with Chris Bazalgette having taken 3 of the wickets. In 22 overs after lunch they increased their score by 85, being all out for 182 in 53.2 overs. Whilst all bowlers got a wicket, Chris Bazalgette’s wobblies accounted for 5-42 in 12.2 overs.
On paper, the South District's batting should have easily reached this target but wickets fell at very regular intervals, leaving us struggling at 75-6, with Ian Trott’s 26 being the main contribution. This left Barry Smith (25*) and the bowlers to see out the game and we ended with a poor 125-8 off 53 overs, thus claimed a probably undeserved draw.
vs Monkton Coombe School - draw
After winning the toss and some players still in transit at the start, the West district decided to bat first in such a brilliant setting on a sunny day. After wobbling at 67 for 4 (21 overs) the visitors recovered to 177 for 9 dec thanks to knocks of 38 from Newport and 48 from skipper Stuart Spalding. After tea, a combination of excellent XL bowling and fielding reduced the school to 52 for 6 after 20 overs. There was some recovery, predominately from Barnes (38*). The last of the final 20 overs found the XL Club still needing to take two wickets but only managed to get one. A draw was a fitting result to a great game played in great spirit with the hosts most sociable and looking after the visitors 
very well.
23rd May 2007
vs Glasgow Academy - won
The Scotland district recorded its first win of the school season at Glasgow Academy. After a rain delay the club won the toss and batted first. Batting was difficult at first on a wet outfield and overcast sky, but slowly momentum built and Bruce Girvan (49) and Bob Stickland (54) posted 111 for the first wicket. The run rate was slow and as the outfield had dried and got faster the declaration timing was going to be tricky. However a late flurry allowed a tea time declaration at 147-4. This left the Academy 45 minutes and 20 overs to win the match or see out the draw but ended 93 all out.
The Forty Club struck early and after 5 overs the school had been reduced to 24-3, wickets continued to fall and the bowlers all bowled well. The pick of them was Richard Bond whose spell was 7 overs 2 maidens 4 wickets for 13 runs; John Cameron also took 3-31 and a fine 54 run victory was recorded at 5.55pm.
vs Bethany School - won
Kent & East Sussex batted first on a damp pitch with the ball seaming and keeping low. As usual, our early batting wasn’t too god and the innings was held together by new member Robert Warne from Sanderstead. Peter Robinson at No.9 was the first to give any real support in a stand of 68, enabling us to reach a total of 194 and Warne’s contribution of 88 saving the innings. The school bowled very well particularly leg-spinner George Curtis who took five wickets including skipper Ron Hart for a duck. In reply the school had no answer to Barry Adams, who with Peter Hartland, bowled throughout the innings. Adams hit the stumps five times and finished with 7 for 21 from 10 overs. Only number three, Hulbert (43*) withstood the onslaught as the school were dismissed for 57. There cannot have been too many occasions when the Forty Club opening bowlers have bowled unchanged to win a game. 
21st May 2007
vs Forest School - lost
Only two Eastern Counties batsmen managed double figures in a total of 68 which the hosts knocked off for the loss of 4 wkts in just about 20 overs.
17th May 2007
vs Spalding Grammar School - lost
East Midlands started well keeping the school to 116-3 after 30 overs. With the return of the opening bowlers, Spalding and Waters, the batting pace quickened as they took a further 87 runs off the next 10 to finish on 203–5. 
In response the XL Club matched the school's performance reaching 119-3 off 30 overs but couldn’t maintain the impetus apart from a brief late rally from Adrian Kitchen before collapsing to 164 all out in the 38th over. It was asking a bit much of our tail to outscore the batters in getting 85 off 10 overs. Having said that, it was a thoroughly enjoyable day and evening. 
A curious highlight was that a member, Stuart Spalding, an Australian currently living in Bath, travelled up for the game setting off at 6.00am! He wanted to find out about his heritage. The XL skipper let him open the bowling and 6 overs for 10 looked a good start. In his second spell the boys sent him to all parts of Spalding! Now he knows where he comes from! 
16th May 2007
The rain forced the cancellation of the East Midland's match at Loughborough Grammar School, West Midland's at King Edward's School, Birmingham and the North West's at Rossall School in Fleetwood.
vs Millfield School - draw
The XL Club West won the toss and elected to field. On paper we had a strong side and were reasonably confident of giving a good account of ourselves. The first over from Peter Saunders was fast and accurate, finding the edge of Millfield’s opener and Captain James Fear, which just cleared the fingertips of second slip. Terry Robison bowled consistently well without much luck, beating the batsmen with balls that were almost too good to get a touch. Unfortunately, line and length started to elude us and Millfield steadily became more comfortable. Andy Steele then came on to restrict the scoring with some swinging medium pace, taking the wicket of Fear with a fine caught and bowled, and Chris Slocombe bamboozled with his leg-breaks. Graham Poulton also bowled tightly, trapping the other opener Bell-Drummond for 41 getting him caught by the substitute Paul Love. S. Agarwal and young Harry Ellison both batted sensibly, each ending up with 55. 
After lunch Norman Botton bowled beautifully taking 2 wickets for just 18 runs before Millfield declared on 231 for 5. 
Having beaten them two years ago chasing 247, we were reasonably happy, especially with our batting line up. But it only takes ‘one ball’ and true to form we lost two quick wickets in the third over. One played on and an unfortunate first ball LBW. Simon Reeves and Mike Fear then steadied and quickly accumulated 80 runs before Barrowman caught Reeves brilliantly in the covers three short of his half century. 
Millfield’s fielding was outstanding as usual, and three more catches along with another unfortunate LBW, killed any chance of the XL Club winning. However, the last stand by number nine Chris Slocombe 30 and number eleven Terry Robinson 1, put on 32 runs while batting out the final 10 overs to save the match and force a draw.
We were again very well looked after by the Millfield staff and pupils and are looking forward to next year when perhaps we will make a better job of living up to our promise. 
15th May 2007
vs Queen Elizabeth Grammar School - lost
The North West's match against QEGS at East Lancashire CC in Blackburn turned out to be a very good match with a close win for the school by 5 wickets.
XL batted first and tight bowling from the school's openers stemmed the flow of runs to begin with but Steve Dearden batting at three took the attack to the school as only he can in his belligerant manner. He scored 48 in just 30 balls before being caught in the deep. Dearden in partnership with Fred Brooker-Carey (22) put on 65 for the 3rd wicket. A useful late order charge from skipper Terry Lord (not out 39) allowed XL to declare in even time on 181 for 5. QEGS have two very talented opening batsmen in the Brothers Clarke who both play for Darwin in the Ribblesdale League. They put on 62 for the first wicket to give the school an excellent platform and had no problem with Steve Dearden who is a bit quicker than most at age 40. There were good contributions from all their batsmen especially H.Bhojani (28) and R.Bentham (30). However the game was won for the school with two consecutive boundaries from another brother, A.Bhojani, with 9 balls remaining. A good game played in good spirit with good facilities. 
vs Edinburgh Academy - lost
Batting first the Scotland district posted 132-6 declared. The innings was built around a fine 63no by former Scotland international Mike Allingham. The Edinburgh boys were going to have around 30 overs to chase the target and as it turned out finished with 32.2 overs as they completed a 5 wicket win. Willie Donald was the pick of the bowlers returning figures of 2-19. A beautiful day and a great game.
13th May 2007
The rain continues to disrupt matches as the South District's one against Milton Abbey School was cancelled and the one
vs Dollar - abandoned
The Forty Club Scotland lost a toss they would rather have won and faced a strong Dollar batting line up on a good firm pitch. Although the overhead conditions were dull and favoured swing, only David Ramsay used them to his advantage although he was unlucky to only get one wicket as he bowled 8 overs for figures of 1-18. Dollar accelerated well and declared at tea on 193-5. Unfortunately a strong XL batting line up did not get a chance to chase as the heavens opened and the match was abandoned as a draw. 
9th May 2007
Rain forced the cancellation of the matches vs Cowbridge School (WA), Portsmouth Grammar School (SO) plus the match at Shrewsbury School (WM) was abandoned with XL on 93 for 3 after 22 overs.
vs Kings School, Chester - abandoned
On a damp sporting wicket the North West struggled from the outset and were wobbling at 65 for 6, but a well played 55 from Richard Hope with help from the tail eventually took the total to 147 all out. The rains came during the interval and sadly that was it for the day! 
vs Skinner's School - lost
On a very damp and cold afternoon at Southborough in conditions that Mr Hart (the Match Manager) couldn't for the life of him see how they would get a game in, did so having agreed to play a 40 over match.
Kent & East Sussex won the toss and elected to bat on a lively wicket resulting in the early loss of Glyn Gunning. This brought Neil Canham (32) to the wicket, who with skipper Ron Hart (55) deciding to open (following his ton on the same ground the previous weekend) moved the score along at 5 an over. Rain however, intervened but not before some aggressive contributions from Matt Quantrill (37) and Willie Boone (30 ) posted a target of 181 in a reduced over game of 35. The School made a positive start making 70 before the loss of the first wicket and continued in this vein with good aggressive knocks from four of the boy's, reaching the target with 5 overs to spare. The most successful XL Club bowlers being Barry Adams 1 for 19 in 5 overs and Cliff Hayward 2 for 32 in 5 overs.
vs Wymondham College - won
Nigel Gadsby held the Eastern Counties innings together as they battled a testing wicket in a rain-affected match at Wymonham College. Gadsby entered the fray with two wickets down and soon another two partners had departed with only 15 on the board. The former Cambridgeshire skipper then built small partnerships with Jaspal Singh (10) and Guy Robins (9) before sharing the key stand of the day of 72 with Ian Starling.
Gadsby departed for a patient 63 as heavy rain the day before made run scoring a difficult task. Starling remained unbeaten on 19 as XL were all out for 155 from 51 overs. The College bowlers had performed admirably backed by some good catching and tremendous run-saving stops.
In reply, Wymondham got off to a brisk start but XL stuck to their guns and the introduction of Robins into the attack brough the key wicket of Wymondham skipper Dan Martin quickly followed by that of Andy Duckham.
XL continued to take wickets but Alex Kovio stood firm and compiled a bright half century.
In tremendous spirit both teams agreed to stay out to complete the game as the rain fell and then got heavier. Kovio edged his team closer but Singh picked up two wickets and Roly Findlay took a tremendous steepling catch in the deep. With 14 needed Patrick Dewing picked up his fourth wicket of the game to clinch victory for the Forty Club.
Once again the College had provided tremendous hospitality and XL skipper Stuart Bartram, a College old boy, was invited to present school colours to players during the lunch interval.

September 2007: From Melvyn Roffe, the Principal of Wymondham College, 2007 winners of The Forty Club Trophy (Henry Grierson Cup): 'We are extremely proud of having been singled out for this honour and are grateful to the Club for recognising the College in this way. This is a rare accolade and is all the more welcome for coming as recognition of our performances both on and off the field. School cricket is vulnerable to many factors beyond the control of schools, notably the prevalence of summer examinations and, of course, the weather! However, the values of skill and sportsmanship which cricket embodies and imbues in its players are ones which are ever more important in today's world. I am delighted that cricket thrives at Wymondham College and am sure that the award of this trophy will be seen as an enormous vote of confidence in the staff and the students who sustain the sport here.'
8th May 2007
vs St Bede's School - lost
A new fixture for The Forty Club Kent & East Sussex District. The XL bowling was not the strongest and the pitch was a belter which showed as the school had made 260 for 0 at lunch!!! Finally they declared on 350 for 3. Only three XL batsmen made a reasonable number of runs, but not 100s which was what was required.!! The XLs went for the target until the 18th of the 20 overs when the last wicket fell at 249 all out. So no followed by a hog roast BBQ afterwards. Harveys draught beer and wine plus jazz band at lunch and in the evening. A wonderful day and the school are looking forward to us returning next year.
vs Glenalmond College - draw
A beautiful day in the rolling hills of Perthshire, batting first XL Scotland scored 173-8 decl. The innings was built round a solid 56 from David Johnston and an excellent 55 run partnership for the sixth wicket between Davie Bell and Joe Barry. The total and time would mean the school would have around 40 overs to win or save the game. A good opening spell from sandy Baird put them firmly on the back foot at 74-4. As time wore on the XL Club spinners took 7 wickets with Alan Borthwick's leg spin (4 overs 3-10) very nearly achieving the win. The Glenalmond last pair batted out the final twelve balls to finish at 137-9. An excellent game and day. 
6th May 2007
vs Downside School - lost
Batting first in this 40 over match the West reached 55 and then lost both openers. Jeffrey and James then took the score to 113 before the latter was unluckily run out. A clatter of wickets followed and only 22 runs were scored off the last ten overs. In reply the school raced to 98 for 1 after only twelve overs. But the introduction of Fred Jennings (4 for 33) pegged them down and despite a good XL fight back, the school won by 3 wkts.
2nd May 2007
vs Alleyn's School - draw
The match venue was transferred to Edward Alleyn and Honor Oak C.C.’s home ground due to building work on the School’s new Theatre Complex encroaching on the outfield at Townley Road.
The Kent & East Sussex district batted well, with David Steele (flown in from Hamburg for the occasion) and Robert Warne, in his 2nd match for XL, putting on 95 for the 1st wicket. Warne went on to a fine 99, before opting for jug avoidance, very ably supported by Steve Saker, also in his 2nd match, following a close run out decision, which had disposed of last year’s centurion, Glynn Gunning. After a couple of quick dismissals, Saker and Ian Absolon then saw XL through to a declaration. 
In the field, William Faulks bowled admirably and, completely undeservedly, without any luck until his 13th over, and the bowling and fielding as a whole were tidy but the XL side were unable to dislodge Senn until rather too late in the day to make a charge for the finishing line. Perhaps, given the number of runs between the two teams at the end, the Skipper could have been a little more imaginative with his bowling changes.
It was good, all the same, to finish with honours even.
vs Bedford Modern School - draw
The school batted first and racked up 203 for 5 in 38 overs before declaring. In reply, Eastern Counties struggled to 103 for 5 by the close.
vs Queen Elizabeth Hospital - lost
The West received a 'stuffing': 99 all out with the hospital winning by 5 wkts at 100 for 5.
vs King Edward VI Grammar School, Stratford-upon-Avon - draw
West Midlands XL lost the toss and were asked to bat on a good hard track. The opening bowling of Matt Corby and Will Wright, proved difficult to get away in the early stages by John Waters and Terry Brown. Waters was eventually out LBW to Will Wright for 10 runs. Mike Bainton then joined Brown at the crease, and it was a different game altogether, with 11 boundaries coming thick and fast in a whirlwind innings of 50, before being bowled by S. Nava. His bother G. Nava, accounted for T. Brown for 39. The dependable Peter Hoare and Colin Jones put on another 87 runs, with Peter Hoare top scoring with 60. XL eventually declared on 203 for 3. Apart from Corby with figures of 11 overs, 7 Maidens, 0 for 19, the rest of the school bowling was average.
In reply, the batting for KES was better than the bowling, and they hung for a draw with 157 for 6 after the final 20 overs. The bowling honours were shared by Richardson, Brown, Woodward and Bainton.
vs Ryde School - won
Sprightly left-arm spinner Paul Quested was the hero of the South District's 69-run win at Ryde. Flighting his left-arm guile out of the large windows of the headmaster's study, ‘Q’ returned figures of 7-60 - his best spell ever on an island apparently. The South posted 231-5, largely due to Phil Mist (98), Graham Cotterill (45) and Neil Blackey (40). Chris Lewis (39) provided the school with an encouraging start, but after two wickets by Steve Mitchell (2-19), ‘Q’ took over. He experienced a problem or two with Fergus Stubbings, who flayed numerous sixes too near the HM's windows for comfort but, as they say, a policeman always gets his man and once the swashbuckling islander was packed back off to prep, PC ‘Q’ ripped into the lower order, finishing with those highly impressive figures.
1st May 2007 
vs Norwich School - won
Tight bowling by the XL club Eastern Counties, especially John Elliott’s 4 for 45 off 13 overs, was as usual not backed up by our fielding. The boys were unable to accelerate and took 50 overs to reach 205-6 dec. Brett Gates with 110 not out and Ian Moody staged an unbroken stand of 198 to cruise to victory with 9 overs to spare of the last 20, as the schoolboys wilted under a sustained onslaught of clean hitting.
vs Lancing College - lost
Further south in the Surrey & West Sussex district match, XL CLUB made 262 for 3 - Peter Rebera (99) & Barry Hart (73) Both making first appearances for the club put on 134 for the first wicket. Further contribution from Paddy Stevens making his first 50* for the club allowed skipper Ron Hart to declare on 262 for 3 wkts.
Would you believe it not enough - the school eased to victory for the loss of only 2 wkts in 33 overs a young Aussie, Willie Morgan 150 not out together with his fellow OZ , N. Hunter ( 67* ), securing a comfortable victory for the school. LANCING COLLEGE 263 for 2 wkts won by 8 wickets.
vs Colstons Collegiate College - won
Whilst in the Western District, Colstons declared on 240-5 believing that would be too many for the old boys but Jim Watkins (73), Mike Staddon (54) and skipper Stuart Spalding (47no) had other ideas and helped the XL Club to 242-5 to win by 5 wkts.
vs Merchiston Castle School - lost 
Against Scotland's top school XL Club Scotland knew they would have to play their best. It looked like a good flat pitch so winning the toss and batting seemed a sound proposition. However at 9-3 after 4 overs and 26-4 after 12 things didn't look good. One of the best spells of bowling from a schoolboy the XLs had seen came from John Hutton 7 overs 4 maidens 3 wickets 5 runs all bowled. A late rally posted 124 all out, looked short and proved so. The school knocked the runs off in 20 overs (126-1) with Brome 74no. The only high spot was an excellent run out from captain Richard Donald that reduced the school to 13-1.
vs Colstons School - won
Colstons were asked to bat first on a very sunny day and after losing two early wickets managed to score at 6 an over until declaring at 240 for 5. Bating highlights were a century from their skipper, Ian Crombie, and 76 from Hurkett. The West district started their run chase confidently and with solid contributions from three of the top four batsmen, was able to reach the target with 6 overs to spare and 5 wickets in and. Overall, an exciting game enjoyed by all.
26th April 2007 
vs Haileybury College - lost
Over in the Eastern Counties, Ian Starling bowled 11 overs of sustained accurate fast-medium bowling, the best spell for the XL Club that the district chairman has ever witnessed - but was not supported very well at the other end. A generous declaration should have resulted in an XL victory but alas no one played the vital anchor role and on the verge of victory the XL club lost four wickets and the match.
vs George Watson's College - draw
Calamity a car full of players broke down and left us 4 short!! Luckily the school provided 4 schoolboys and what turned out to be an excellent match took place. The school batted first and posted a very creditable 211-9 declared. The Forty Club Scotland had around 40 overs to win the match or survive and a solid start give hope Adam Crosthwaite a guest from Australia scored a very correct 68 before being undone by Watson' Scotland U18 spinner there then followed a collapse from 137-6 to 137-9, 3 wickets in 6 balls and it was left to Tim Bunker the Forty Club captain to bat out the draw with the club finishing on 153-9. A good game fought well by both sides.
vs Bryanston School - draw
The South District were denied victory at Bryanston by the Son of the Jackal ! Freddie Fox, teenage son of Edward Fox, who played the lead role in the 1973 movie version of the Day of the Jackal, played out the last two deliveries of the game to thwart the XL Club, whose 165-7 owed much to a seventh-wicket stand between debutant Nigel Bungay (33) and Max Smith (25). Bryanston began promisingly, but an outstanding leg-side stumping by Bungay proved a turning point. Steve Mitchell (3-25) sliced through the school top order, with the off-spin of Smith (3-17) accounting for three more batsmen before Fox minor's defence saved the day for the school.
25th April 2007
vs Warwick School - won.
Up in the Northwest, The Forty Club lost the toss and were asked to bat on a green but hard wicket. Peter Hoare and Terry Brown opened for XL and took no time in settling in. However, Brown succumbed to the pace bowling of Wilson and perished for 14. John Waters joined Hoare at the wicket, and continued where brown had left off. Peter Hoare was the next victim to fall on a score of 23. 
Roger Wickson joined Waters and both got bogged down by some tight spin bowling by Kroeger and Austen. Waters fell for 13 and Wickson was adjudged LBW to Austen for 23. Fortunately, David Murphy and Martin Malone rallied the troops to score 39 and 29 respectively, to give XL and defendable score of 173 for 7 declared. 
Bowling honours for Warwick were evenly spread with Kroeger and Mather taking two apiece. 
In reply, the first three Warwick batsmen put up little resistance, with Richardson picking up one wicket and Waters taking two. The mainstay of their innings came from Kroeger and Gill, with the unfortunate Kroeger being caught on 48 off the bowling of Murphy. David Murphy finished with 2 for 23 off 6 overs. The star of the show with the ball was Terry Brown, who last year scored the first hundred of the season, and this year took the first “Five For” off 8.3 overs for 25 runs. 
The game was evenly balanced going into the last over with 7 runs needed, however, Simon Law stumped Mather to give XL a creditable win by 2 runs in a very close match. 
vs Cranbrook School - lost.
Down in the sunny south of the country the Kent & East Sussex district lost by 5 wkts
vs St John's School, Leatherhead - draw
But the Surrey & West Sussex district did a little better to eke out a draw - XL won the toss and invited St John's to bat. St John's took The Forty Club to task and smashed 301 - 4 in 30 overs and in reply the XL Club closed on 130 - 7 in 40 overs - a draw! (A dyslexic tie!?!)
24th April 2007
vs Loretto - lost 
On a fantastic day for late April a much better batting performance saw the XL Club Scotland post 167-9 declared. Richard Donald's 31 was the highlight but there were good contributions all down the order. After tea the Loretto batsmen took a fancy to our seam bowlers and after 13 overs 138-2. The Loretto star Shiraz Ramzan who finished with 81 was given four lives! We then started to take the pace of the ball and Willie Donald with 3-19 and Colin Neill 1-13 very nearly made a game of it. However a four wicket win was recorded with 8 overs to go as Loretto finished on 170-6 
vs Cheltenham College - lost
Having won the toss the West district batted first but lost a wicket to a first-ball LBW. Thanks to Ashford (21), Rhodes (29) and Windass (29*) the XL Club managed to reach 136 for 9 dec after three hours. In reply, Cheltenham got off to a steady start and reached their target for the loss of only 4 wkts but with only 4 overs left of the last twenty. Jennings and Stevens were the pick of the XL bowling.
22nd April 2007 
vs Gordonstoun - lost 
Gordonstoun did well to restrict XL Club Scotland to 215 for 9 dec. In reply Calum Taylor and Conner Probert produced an outstanding 137 opening stand, which set the platform for an excellent victory. Probert went on to make an excellent 135 not out to see the School home for a 7 wicket victory at 219 for 3. During the game a piece of history was made when one of the XL Club players hit the ball (lofted straight drive) onto the roof of Gordonstoun House. This has never been done before (as it is such a long way) and the School rules state that if any player hits the ball onto the roof of Gordonstoun House then the school gets half a day off (over the roof is a full day!). The historic ball, signed by the player, will be framed and kept in pride of place.
19th April 2007
vs Fettes - lost 
With the election in full swing we fully expected to see one of the most famous ex pupils appear. That might have been good because we could have done with the distraction. A good bowling performance from the school restricted the XL Club Scotland to 120 all out. This would have been much worse if not for a most robust 30 from Sandy Baird. Our run rate of just over 2 runs per over was not quite World Cup standard but we thought that it would mean the school would have a tricky task. Wrong, a couple of missed chances including a straight forward stumping of the school's star bat meant that they cantered to 120-1 to win with two of the last 20 overs to spare.

18th April 2007 - vs Birkenhead School - XL's first match of the season - lost. 
A gloriously sunny spring day unfortunately saw a weak NW team take on a very good school side that included David Hurst (a new member of the Lancashire Academy), get a severe thumping. XL were restricted to 112 for 7, with new member John Agar scoring 30 and Mike Davies top scoring with 37. Hurst took 5 wickets bowling his leg spin. The school knocked them off in just over 20 overs. When Hurst was caught by Peter Pierce in the gully for just 6 off Keith Robert's bowling we thought we were in with a chance but no, the school ran out the easy winners. This was a resurrected fixture with Birkenhead who the XL last played we think about 20 years ago. The school cricket facilities were excellent and the boys were very obviously well coached, their bowling was very strong and their fielding was of the highest standard at school level. Several good catches were taken as XL tried in vane to up the tempo. See Album page. 

