THE FORTY CLUB RESULTS RECORD FOR 2011
	THE BEST FORTY CLUB PLAYER PERFORMANCES FOR 2011

	Date
	Name
	District
	Match
	Achievement

	24-August-2011
	Lucas Carlisle
	EM
	Cuckney CC Colts
	158

	24-August-2011
	Bhautik Shukla
	NW
	Neston CC
	5 for 27

	19-August-2011
	Hadleigh Luff
	CP
	Bluemantles
	114

	03-August-2011
	Anton De Beer
	WM
	Worcestershire O50s
	122

	02-August-2011
	Jeremy Hinds
	SX
	Dorking CC
	5 for 35

	27-July-2011
	Peter Rebera
	WE
	Nailsea CC
	110

	19-July-2011
	Adrian Procter
	WE
	Wellsway School
	6 for 14

	14-July-2011
	Jon Hartley
	WM
	Inter-District Trophy
vs Wales
	6 for 47

	13-July-2011
	Neil Tegg
	CP
	Harvey Grammar School
	101

	07-July-2011
	Tim Smith
	WE
	King Edward's School, Bath
	126

	07-July-2011
	Mike Blatherwick
	EM
	Nottingham High School
	122*

	05-July-2011
	Norman Gray
	CP
	Australian Transplant X1
	5 for 44

	05-July-2011
	Mike Taylor
	EC
	Langley School
	102

	04-July-2011
	Sid Hassan
	WM
	Tettenhall College
	112*

	30-June-2011
	Crawford
	SX
	Reeds School
	138

	24-June-2011
	David Steele
	CP
	St Dunstans School
	5 for 72

	24-June-2011
	Hadleigh Luff
	CP
	St Dunstans School
	110*

	16-June-2011
	Hadleigh Luff
	CP
	Eltham College
	102*

	13-June-2011
	John Cameron
	SC
	Lomond College
	6 for 17

	09-June-2011
	P Jenkins
	WE
	Inter-District Trophy
vs West Midlands
	105

	03-June-2011
	T Walter
	SX
	Inter-District Trophy
vs Eastern Counties
	141

	03-June-2011
	G Neale
	SX
	Inter-District Trophy
vs Eastern Counties
	128

	03-June-2011
	L Price
	EC
	Inter-District Trophy
vs Surrey & West Sussex
	110

	01-June-2011
	Syed Shah
	NW
	75th Anniversary Match
vs A NW Schools XI
	130

	19-May-2011
	Scyld Berry
	WE
	Monkton Combe School
	6 for 43

	18-May-2011
	Jon Thornton
	CP
	Bethany School
	115

	11-May-2011
	Mike Turner
	WA
	Llandovery College
	5 for 45

	04-May-2011
	Tony Sheppard
	NE
	South Craven School
	7 for 22

	04-May-2011
	Sam Thompson
	SO
	Ryde School
	5 for 65

	03-May-2011
	M Quantrill
	CP
	Inter-District Trophy
vs Surrey & West Sussex
	118*

	03-May-2011
	J Olufawo
	CP
	Inter-District Trophy
vs Surrey & West Sussex
	138*

	03-May-2011
	S King
	SX
	Inter-District Trophy
vs Kent & East Sussex
	111

	01-May-2011
	Richard Donald
	SC
	Gordonstoun School
	108

	01-May-2011
	Jonathon Barrett
	SC
	Gordonstoun School
	101*

	28-Apr-2011
	R Warne
	CP
	Sutton Valence School
	111

	26-Apr-2011
	D Murphy
	WM
	Warwick School
	6 for 60


Note: 
* = not out
Non-members in italics
Apologies, but only best performances which have been submitted via completed scorecards are listed here. 
The matches for which scorecards have not been received for 2011 are as follows – consequently none of the player's runs scored, wickets taken, etc will be included in any of The Forty Club’s statistics:
Date         Opponents                             District
  5 May     Queen's College, Taunton    	West
  7 June    Farmer's Club              	South
20 June    Parmiter's School           	EC / NT
  4 July     Highgate School            	SX / NT
17 July     Brigands CC                 	South
25 July     Maori Oxshott               	SX
28 July     Stoner CC                   	South
  1 Aug     Loughton CC                 	EC
10 Aug     Bath Buccaneers CC              West
15 Aug     Wessex Stags CC                 	West




XL Club Match Reports: 2011 SEASON
These results have been sent in by District representatives and are (usually) reproduced verbatim. Latest results come first.
(District and opposition shown in heavy type: Results are shown in RED: century makers and great bowling are shown in BLUE)

Fixtures & Results 2011
Fixtures:  218
Won: 51
Lost: 65
Drawn (incl abandoned as a draw): 43
Tied: 1
Cancelled: 58


See main 2011 fixture list for results and linked-in scorecards


Inter-District Trophy: Final
7th September: The Final: North West vs West - NW won
North West beat West by 10 wickets.
The West District won the toss and elected to bat on the same wicket as the previous day which seemed not to have deteriorated and played just as well. Paul Mather and Andy Spencer opened the bowling for North West and Spencer soon accounted for Ian Harrington caught by Barry Hamilton in the gully. There then followed a good partnership between West captain Andy Ashfold and Ian Thomas who put on 68 for the second wicket before Thomas was run out for 28. Ashfold continued to bat well and the score had reached 120 before he was out stumped by John Sharples off the bowling of leg spinner Stuart Priestley for a creditable 49. C Hewitt with 32 and P Legge with 16 pushed the score along in the latter overs and West finished on 177 for 7 after their 50 overs, Stuart Priestley ending with 3 for 36. 
Once The NW openers Priestley and Richard Hope got themselves in the West bowlers began to toil against some fine aggressive batting. The boundary was found on a regular basis and the bowlers had no answer. The NW openers both carried their bats to win by 10 wickets in the 34th over. Richard Hope ended on 74 not out and Stuart Priestley capped a fine all-round performance just 4 away from a ton on 96 not out. Of the West attack, B Brogden bowled a steady line and length but still could not find a way to break through the dominance of the batsmen. This was a really good team effort from the NW players and after the match NW captain Keith Roscoe was presented with the Inter District silver shield by Forty Club Hon. Treasurer, Tim Woodcock.
7th September: Third Place Play-off: Surrey & West Sussex vs Kent & East Sussex - SX won
Surrey & West Sussex beat Kent and East Sussex by 9 wickets
Inter-District Trophy: Semi-Finals
6th September: West vs Kent & East Sussex - WE won
West beat Kent & East Sussex by 62 runs 
6th September: North West vs Surrey & West Sussex - NW won
North West beat Surrey and West Sussex by 8 wickets.
North West won the toss and asked SX to bat first on a good looking wicket in chilly weather but luckily no serious rain. The NW bowlers Paul Mather and Andy Spencer bowled a superb line and length to restrict any early scoring from the Surrey and West Sussex openers N Angus and S King but the two battled through to the seventh over before King was bowled by Mather and just 11 on the board. Angus and new man Bill Johnson dug in and kept their wickets in tact but runs were not flowing. Keith Roscoe came on and quickly bowled Angus with a big arm ball for 22. Terry Lord meanwhile bowling at the other end bowled right through and only conceded 15 in his 8 overs. As the SX batsmen tried to push on wickets fell, Roscoe ending with 3 for 15 and Andy Spencer 2 for 31 bowling very well at 'the death'. Late impetus from C Grierson with 20 and Bill Johnson finally out for 48 helped SX to 151 for 9 in their 45 overs. In reply NW started brightly enough but were soon pegged back by the loss of Richard Hope trapped lbw by R Warne for 15. Fellow opener Stuart Priestley carried on and began to accelerate with new man Danny Welbourne. Welbourne fell for 16 caught by Angus off the bowling of P Lack to leave NW on 60 for 2. This brought Syed Shah to the wicket who with Priestley began to dominate the SX attack. The two of them finally bringing NW to victory without further loss, Priestley finishing on 52 not out and Shah 60 not out. NW winners by 8 wickets.
2nd September 2011
vs Moulton Seas End CC - lost
East Midlands batted first in a "declaration game" scoring 200 for 8 in 48 overs with Chris Clarke 27, Eddie Cham 51, David Humpries 26 & Jim Keys 32 being the principal contributors. In response Seas End Hall reached the target with 1 over to spare scoring 204 for 8 . George Danby 4 for 37 in 8 overs, Ken Stewart 1 for 37 in 8.3 overs and Damien Willett 2 for 26 in 4 overs were the pick of the bowlers.
vs South Nutfield CC - lost
Surrey & West Sussex had assembled a strong side for this end of season match against South Nutfield on the Friday of their cricket week. From the outset the visitors struggled to score runs with the only partnership of note being 96 for the 6th wicket by Adam Vander and Jerry Hinds; the latter hitting six 6s and five 4s in his 66. The total was well below par on this small ground and the home side were never in trouble in scoring the required runs.
24th August 2011
vs Neston CC - won
The game started in showery weather but we played on through it much to the delight of Neston’s club pro Pavlinovich who smashed the ball to all parts, Jacob Roth and Martin Jump taking most of the flak. When theNorth West’s slower bowlers came on, run scoring became more of a challenge but Pavlinovich carried on remorselessly. Bhautik Shukla took the first wicket with the score approaching the 90 mark and Pavlinovich having scored 80% of them, but then Kevin Anderson came onto bowl and soon trapped him leg before for a blistering 75. If he had continued we could have been chasing 300 but wickets began to fall at regular intervals especially to Shukla who claimed 5 for 27 in his 8 overs. Anderson and Kes Roscoe took wickets later in the innings to bowl Neston out in the penultimate over for 166. In reply Danny Welbourne set off in similar fashion to their pro hitting the boundary all round the ground and scored 66 before being bowled by the excellent young leg spinner Crick. With Davies, Anderson and Mike Bailey already gone Roth was caught behind first ball to leave a precarious position of 97 for 5. Tony Fare joined Steve Dalby and slowly the damage was repaired. Then they accelerated as the two built a winning 71 run 6th wicket partnership, Fare 32 not out and Dalby 27 not out. The game ended with 6 overs to spare with a 5 wicket win in fine evening sunshine. A young Neston lad named A Crick came on as a substitute, and was allowed to have a couple of overs near the end of the game.
vs Cuckney CC Colts - won
On a perfect batting wicket and a large glassy outfield, the scores exceeded everyone's expectations. When the Cuckney Colts amassed 288 for 3 at the end of their alotted 40 overs with an impressive innings of 137no by opener Mark Walker, not many expected the East Midlands to respond in such style. Led by prospective candidate Lucas Carlisle (just 12 years before he qualifies) he scored an imposing 158 in just over 26 overs before leaving another prospective member Ben Smyth (26no) along with David Dakin (27no) to see us home to 290-3 in the 30th over. Unbelieveable!
19th August 2011
vs Bluemantles (Herbert Hunter Trophy) - won
The Forty Club (Kent & East Sussex) retained the Herbert Hunter Trophy in truly magnificent style winning by 175 runs, the biggest margin anyone can recall. Opener Hadleigh Luff again was the star with his 4th century in 5 matches and supported by Mark Turner (77) and Mike Case (97 not out) when skipper Ron Hart decided enough was enough and declared the innings on 334. The Bluemantles’ reply started in positive mode with Howe and Cama putting on 105 for the Ist wicket; thereafter wickets fell at regular intervals and only managed a total of 159. Steve Brown’s 3.3 overs in the later stages with 4 wickets for 12 runs underlined the crushing victory for the strong Forty Club XI.
18th August 2011
vs Woodhouse Grange CC U18s - lost
The North East started well before Richard Ingram was out caught behind to a wide ball. Rob Clubley came in and held the XL innings together and after the departure of Joe Gordon for 17 dominated the bowling and the partnership with Euan London,who made 18 out of 111. Clubley punished poor balls and as other batsmen came and went stayed to get his much deserved 100 before being caught in the last over. In the field while Paul Heseltine bowled sharply he and Steve Dalbey were punished for wayward bowling. Tony Sheppard persevered for 16 overs taking 3 for 66 and Steve Mitchell give 3 an over off 8 overs but when Mark Burdett came in he steared Woodhouse home comfortably.
17th August 2011
vs Chorley CC - won
The Forty Club, celebrating 75 years, visited Chorley CC who were celebrating 125 years on a warm afternoon in central Lancashire. Chorley inserted their visitors on a damp wicket who were soon in trouble on 4 for 2. However useful stands between Kevin Anderson and Richard Hope, then Anderson and Terry Lord pushed the score over the hundred mark before Anderson was out for 52. It was a grafting innings, the value of which would be shown later in the match. Late impact by Jacob Roth and Martin Jump took the score to 155 after the 40 overs, a figure which seemed unlikely soon after the start. Chorley replied cautiously to 25 before the first wicket fell, then club pro Dhar and Bentham took the score along to 80 at the half way stage. After drinks wickets began to fall, mainly due to Kes Roscoe and Terry Lord’s tight grip. Lord bowled brilliantly, his last 5 overs yielding just 4 runs. Panic set in with the home side after Lord had finished and Kevin Anderson and Bhautik Shukla mopped up the lower order to leave the North West victorious by 26 runs with 2 overs remaining. Thanks must go to XL member and Chorley CC President Frank Henry for the club’s hospitality and for an excellent day had by all.
vs South Pembrokeshire U17s - won
Wales closed a very successful 75th Anniversary season with an exciting 5 wicket win against the South Pembrokeshire Colts. Putting the Colts in the Wales opening bowlers John Williams (1-28) and Jon Lodge (0-31) bowled very good spells. Spinner Nick Evans (2-23) took up the attack and continued to cause problems for the Colts batsmen, restricting the home side to 108 after 30 overs.The Colts went on the attack through Andrew Bayley (86) before the innings closed on 200. Wales got off to a good reply through openers Paul Kenealy(22) and debutant Tom Harris (89).The good work was carried on by Mike Lloyd (30) and skipper Peter Docherty(30) before John Williams (2no) and Steve Jones (8no) saw the visitors home to a thrilling victory.
vs Leicester Gentlemen - lost
A good start with debutant Chris Waite (6 overs 0-25) and Martin Rayner (10 overs 3-31) restricting the Gents to 83 off the first 20 overs for the loss of 2 wickets. The fast outfield then came into play as the hosts started to accelerate reaching 270 with 100 runs coming off the final 10 overs. East Midlands made a solid start with Tony Pridmore and Adam Sedgwick putting on 58 for the first wicket in 16 overs. This was followed by a hard hit 58 from Craig Wilson that took us to 165-6 with 12 overs remaining. Sadly, despite the best efforts of skipper Sam Clulow (24) we were unable to claw back the deficit and at the close were 217-9 with our last man Mick Fox injured with a broken finger unable to bat and Alan Cook, who bravely fielded for 50 overs and batted at 10 with a torn muscle not out on 14. 
vs Old Victorians CC - lost
Eastern Counties lost the toss and fielded. Three early wickets brought in XL member David Humphreys, who made 81 and put on a century stand with Joe O’Sullivan, who scored 57. Eastern Counties toiled in the field for 53 overs before the declaration eventually came at 221 for 9, with 4 wickets each for Jim Keys and Mark Wheeler. With only a maximum of 35 overs in reply, we set about the bowling and a century opening stand by John Thornton, 31, and Chay Hedges, 70, gave Eastern Counties expectations of victory. However, Roger Gravett had other ideas and after dismissing the openers, he took a hat-trick, all LBW. Light rain was falling throughout, but we continued to press for the win. However, Roger kept taking wickets and we fell 14 runs short, with just over 2 overs remaining. For the first time in his long career, Roger took all 10 wickets, the last being caught by his son, Harry. Well done, Roger.
16th August 2011
vs Winscombe CC - draw
Winscombe’s innings was dominated by 16 year old Jack Fraser with a fine 117 out of a total of 229 for 6. In reply the South’s innings closed on 137 for 6 for a draw
11th August 2011
vs Doncaster Town CC U16s - abandoned
A 130 stand by Dobson and Redfern for the 3rd wicket set Doncaster Town U16s up for a total of 236 for 7 off 40 overs. All the North East bowlers were punished except for Paul Heseltine who from 10 overs took 4 for 34. The North East struggled in their reply, loosing wickets regularly before Hilditch bowled line and length and took 7-3-16-6 with a HAT-TRICK of Heseltine, Jones & Wright. The North East were saved from defeat when after 4 more balls it rained and the match was abandonned!
10th August 2011
vs MCC - draw
The MCC won the toss and elected to bat first. However, their progress was slow against the tight opening bowling of Terry Brown & Marvin Rice. The first wicket of Collins fell after 13 overs, with the score only on 13 runs, to a fine catch from Morris for Terry Brown. The innings continued to falter until the middle order of Bevan, While, Jones and Brabazon pushed the score towards respectability, and after 60 overs had been bowled, MCC declared on 220 for 8. Bowling honours were shared by the West Midlands bowlers, with Brown being the pick with 3 for 29 off 11 overs. Brabazon was the star with the bat for MCC with a score of 46. In reply, Brabazon was also to play a leading role with the ball by removing the opening pair of Brown and Reeve in his short spell of 5 overs and only conceded 9 runs. The West Midlands innings followed a similar pattern, with the middle order of McCourtie, Rice, Miller & Wild contributing most with the bat. Dawson, Collins & Bevan shared the rest of the wickets to fall as West Midlands ended on 156 for 8 after 49 overs in reply at stumps. The game was played in a very competitive way by both sides, and a creditable draw was the right result on the day.
vs Sibton Park CC - draw
Due to the loss of both selected opening batsmen on the day of the match, Kent & East Sussex took the field somewhat weakened and with only 10 men including Mike Wicks who had turned up to support the club, and with a borrowed set of kit helped out. Kent & East Sussex fielded first and limited the home side to 233 for 7 dec from 42 overs. The wickets were shared between Micky Winner (2 for 39), Barry Adams (2 for 64), Steve Brown and Mike Wicks. Mike’s wickets on the day took his tally for the club to 598 – only 2 more for the 600
The Kent & East Sussex challenge was led by Neil Tegg with a hard-earned 73* and an excellent 30 from Mark Winter. The eventual total of 144 for 5 off 37 overs was a creditable draw and performance considering our weakened side.
8th August 2011
vs Collingham CC Youth XI - lost
Having covers did not help as a torrential downpour the night before completely flooded the square. Collingham had no hesitation in inviting the East Midlands to bat first on a slow pitch and prospective candidate, Simon Bingham, scored 55 in partnerships with Paul Adams (31no) and Sam Clulow (31) helping the East Midlands reach a total of 172-5 that looked fair at the halfway stage. In response, despite losing a wicket in the first over, Collingham never looked in any danger as the wicket became dryer and taking 80 off the first 10 overs they were well in control. A flurry of wickets mid innings plus a few dropped chances gave the East Midlands hope but the boys were up to the task and reached the target in the 31st over for the loss of 6 wickets.
3rd August 2011
vs Worcestershire O50s - won
After losing this match to the weather for the last three years it was gratifying to eventually play the fixture at Pedmore CC in Stourbridge. The weather was perfect and the pitch looked magnificent. West Midlands lost the toss and were asked to field in hot, sunny conditions. Pat Carty and Cedric Miller fared well with the ball in the first 12 overs and made scoring difficult for Worcestershire. Lewis and Gittins opened for Worcester and after Miller snaffled the wicket of Gittins, Chambers soon followed. This brought Smith to the crease, and with Lewis, set about building the innings. However, when Rice removed Lewis for 43, things were looking bleak for Worcester. Wickets then started to fall at regular intervals, and once Smith perished on 90, the tail was exposed and West Midlands soon wrapped the last few in their allotted 45 overs. Worcestershire ended on 231 for 8. In reply, things could not have been more different, with (candidate) Anton De Beer and Giles Clements building a superb innings with shots to all parts of the ground. De Beer was eventually caught, having amassed 122 in his first game for The Forty Club. Fred Price then joined Clements, and the total of 232 was reached in the 35th Over, giving a fantastic 9 wicket win to West Midlands.
vs Lancashire League U17s - won
The Lancs League U 17’s won the toss and decided to bat. They lost an early wicket, Priestley bowled by John Nuttall, but an excellent partnership between J Whitehead and their skipper Butcher added 135 for the second wicket. The U17’s set a formidable target of 199 in their 40 overs, however good bowling at the ‘death’ by John Nuttall and Andy Spencer restricted the eventual score. The North West made a steady start in reply and all the batsmen down the order made significant contributions. Skipper Richard Hope ensured the club reached their target in the penultimate over with a quickfire 31 not out. An excellent days cricket played in what must have been Burnley’s hottest day for years. Thanks to the Lancashire League officials and Burnley CC for fantastic hospitality.
vs Selby School - abandoned
The North East innings got off to a great start from Rhodes and Gordon putting on 70 for the 1st wicket, After Gordon was out stumped, Clubley added 66 with Rhodes before he was also stumped. Heseltine had only scored 5 before it rained with Clubley on39. Slow bowlers Alex Bowden and Brian Steward bowled well but were punished when they over pitched. After a prolonged stop for rain when tea had been taken the match was abandoned.
2nd August 2011
vs North Pembrokeshire U17s - lost
Wales played out an extraordinary game at Whitland. After being put in in a 40 over game the openers John Morris (18) and Colin Griffiths (6) weathered a torrid and aggressive opening attack to put on 46 for the first wicket. The innings was taken on by Steve Jones (22) skipper Paul Webb (29) and Meurig Roland (22) before closing on 144. In reply Wales took 2 early wickets through Nick Evans (1-26) and Jon Lodge, with a sharp slip catch by John Morris. The local side seemed to be coasting to victory at 119 for 2 with R Davies (36) and A Bayley (67) but they reckoned without the Little and Large show in the form of Colin Griffiths who mesmerised the opposition with 4 for 12, twice being on a hat-trick and his partner in crime Jon Lodge (4 for 41), also being on a hat-trick (the jug was already in the barman’s hand) with a spell of controlled swing bowling. The home side were teetering on135 for 9 before the last pair saw them home by the narrowest of margins.
vs Dorking CC - won
Surrey & West Sussex elected to field first and with some good tight bowling restricted Dorking to 161 for 9 off 65 overs before they declared; Jeremy Hinds being the pick of the bowlers with 5 for 35 from 19.5 overs. The visitors wasted no time in trying to reach the required target which they did for the loss of only 3 wickets. Batting highlight was Dave Woods’ rapid 52 not out and hitting 5 consecutive 4’s to finish the match.
28th July 2011 
vs Bassetlaw League U17's - won
A patient start on a slow wicket produced 33 runs after 10 overs. At this stage Michael Blatherwick started to attack the bowling and at the halfway point we were 88 for the loss of one wicket. The tempo continued at a similar rate until East Midlands reached 170-4; Blatherwick's 63 being the main contribution. The boys were quite confident as they went out to bat but outstanding accurate and controlled bowling from Alan Cook (3-18) and Percy Hurst (1-14), both off 8 overs saw them slip behind the run rate. This was further compounded as Ken Stewart, Phil Lathbery & Mark Stanyer eventually managed to find the right place, the latter in more senses of the word than one! A couple of outstanding catches from Adam Sedgwick and a smart stumping from Nigel Birkett saw the club to our first victory against the boys in many years with 3 overs to spare and a victory by 52 runs.
27th July 2011
vs Mumbles CC Colts - draw
Wales fought out an exciting winning draw at Mumbles. Batting first the Colts got off to a flyer through openers Protheroe (36) and Phillips (27) before seamers Jon Corden (2-59) and John Williams (0-43) applied the brakes. Colts skipper Ieuan Rosser (78no) steadied the ship against some nagging bowling from the Hudson brothers Chris (3-72) and Steve (0 -36) before declaring after 48 overs on 242. Wales lost Peter Lynn early, but the Croesyceiliog pair of John Lewis (20) and Adrian Webber (33) moved the score on steadily before both fell in quick succession. Skipper Wyn Lloyd (83) and Mike Staddon (68 no) shared in a stand of 145 to put the 40s right in contention, before Lloyd fell to an excellent boundary catch. The innings ran out of time after 45 overs just 12 runs short.
vs Nailsea CC - lost
An enjoyable match in good conditions. Peter Rebera’s almost customary century for the West was ably assisted by a half-century from Ken Lunn, but the other batting could not accumulate enough to go past 227 in 40 overs. Nailsea’s strong opening pair scored well in excess of a hundred before being parted, only for ex-XL man Simon Hopkinson to take a fifty to add to another XL man John Thackray’s excellent 91 no. 
No West bowler performed well and our catching was modest, though the ground fielding was generally sound. Nailsea ran out deserved winners in 39 overs, and provided fine hospitality as usual after the game.
26th July 2011
vs Upminster CC Over 40s - lost
Eastern Counties won the toss and decided to bat first. Colin Anderson scored 51 in an opening partnership of 70 before retiring and the visitors reached 195 off their 40 overs for only the loss of 2 wkts. In reply, Upminster were aided by three dropped catches which proved very costly for Eastern Counties as Bussey and Small took advantage and the last 10 overs went for 90 runs withut losing a wicket. For the visitors, Don Trigg produced a fine opening spell of bowling and there were steady performances from Arnold and Williams
24th July 2011
75th Anniversary Match
West Wales vs East Wales - East Wales won
The long awaited West-v-East derby took place, at the picturesque Bronwydd ground, to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Forty Club. Two strong evenly matched sides took the field with the West winning the toss and electing to bat first. Things went awry for the West with the early loss of 3 wickets to some fine fielding and tight bowling by Jon Corden (1-12) and John Williams (1-18).Aberystwyth’s Andi Price (24) and skipper Mike Staddon (59no) steadied the ship before Price holed out to Peter Ingram (1-39).Leighton O’Connor (25) and Paul Kenealy (23) supported Staddon before Mike Percy (3-11) followed up his 9 wickets on Saturday with another spell of magic supported by fellow “closers” Roger Edwards (1-19) and Alun Bunston (1-31), saw the West innings close at 156-9. The East innings got off to a steady start against some probing bowling from local boys Mel Jones (1-26) and Colin Tucker (0-24) before John Lewis (9) fell.Croesyceiliog’s Adrian Webber (22) joined Peter Docherty (26) before he fell to the wiles of Chris Hudson (1-24). Docherty was joined by his Penarth teammate Rob Crimp (66no) before he had to retire with an Achilles injury. Crimp then took charge of proceedings with a fine innings showing an excellent mixture of control and aggression, with some good support at the end from keeper Jim Watkins (11no) to see the Glyn Jones –Terry Thomas Trophy heading East with rivalry to be renewed next year in the East. Many thanks to the Bronwydd Club and to all who took part to celebrate the 75 Anniversary and to Honour two great cricketers and characters.
20th July 2011
vs Colston Bassett CC - lost
When Cliff Adwick strode to the wicket as last man at that very same time a lonely pheasant decided to walk from one side of the ground to another. Was this a bad omen? Like seeing an Albatross at sea? It was for Cliff, as he was bowled first ball. Perhaps not a golden duck, maybe this time a golden pheasant! The match went to the wire with 5 needed off the last over with the last two Colston Basset batsmen at the crease (one had already gone home). Prospective member Shez Butt was the unlucky guy charged with bowling the final over which sadly enabled the hosts to pass the East Midlands' total with 2 balls to spare.
vs Bill Owen XI - draw
The previous day Sam Wheller had top scored for the West in its victory over Wellsway School, so it was no surprise that, this time playing for Bill Owen against the Forty Club, Sam scored half his team’s total of 125 on a damp and difficult track. Only one other Bill Owen batsman got into double figures. The West’s first four bowlers each bowled 6 overs for less than 17 runs before Martin King came on and took 4 for 19 from 10.4 overs and Mick Gorman’s spin had two stumpings for 8 runs from 4 overs. In reply, only Adrian Jeffrey (28) scored more than 20 runs as Ed Harper’s vicious left arm wrist spinners (3 for 46 from 11) in particular and Steve Phippen’s leg breaks (1 for 14 from 8) made batting difficult. The West needed six from the last over with only three wickets in hand. Four balls and three runs later the equation was three runs needed from two balls but a wicket and a single from the last two balls meant that the game, which was played in an excellent spirit, had ended in a tense and exciting draw!
19th July 2011
vs Wellsway School - won
A damp track meant that batting was not easy throughout this declaration game. The West had only scored 62 when the 5th wicket fell. Coming in at number 7, ex-Wellsway student Sam Wheller (32 not out) dug in and managed to take the score to 126 all out with help from the lower order batmen, although this total took almost 40 overs to achieve. In reply, Wellsway had the misfortune to face Adrian Procter in virtually unplayable form. Swinging the ball away from the right hander, but aiming it initially down the leg side, Adrian took the first 5 wickets of the innings by which point Wellsway had only scored 38, finishing with figures of 6 for 14, 5 of which were bowled. The West’s other four bowlers shared the remaining four wickets as Wellsway declined to 90 all out from 25 overs, despite a valiant and exciting attempt by Wellsway’s last two or three batsmen to hold out for a draw.
15th July 2011
75th Anniversary Match
vs Lloyds Bank - won
Simon Doull appeared for Kent & East Sussex. He is a New Zealand radio personality, commentator and former international cricketer. He was a right arm medium pace swing bowler, and played in 32 Test matches and 42 One Day Internationals for the New Zealand national cricket team. Doull took his career best bowling figures of seven for 65 in the Boxing Day Test in 1998 against India at the Basin Reserve in Wellington. Currently, Doull works as a cricket commentator for New Zealand's SKY Sports.
14th July 2011 
Inter-District Trophy
West Midlands vs Wales - WM won
Wales won the toss and elected to bat first on a hard dry track with Peter Docherty and S Matthews, who coped well with the opening attack of Jon Simpson & Leon Gates. Runs proved hard to come by in the opening salvo, but patience & persistence by the batsmen avoided losing an early wicket. However, when Grahame Wild was brought into the attack, he was rewarded with the wicket of Peter Docherty (41), and subsequently, when Mike Palmer replaced Simpson; he too snaffled a couple of quick wickets to lift the West Midlands spirits. However, it was the introduction of Jon Hartley which eventually brought about Wales downfall with a superb spell of 10 overs, 2 maidens, 6 for 47. Wales eventually ended their innings on 183 for 9 off 50 overs. In reply, Kevin Truswell and Leon Gates set about reaching the target in quick time, with some fine running between the wickets. Unfortunately, Truswell ran out of steam and was run out on 31, with the score on 64 off 14 overs. Giles Clements joined Gates and continued to score quite freely, until Gates was adjudged LBW to C Hudson, for 35. Jon Simpson and Gary Betteridge added 12 and 29 respectively, until once again, the man of the match, Jon Hartley, hit several lust blows to pass the Wales total in the 39th over. Hartley finished with 35 not out and Clements 30 not out to give the West Midlands a win by 6 wickets. The game was played in a competitive but sportsmanlike way at all times, and was ably overseen by David Cook and Phil Haines as umpires. Our grateful thanks also go to Mrs Veronica Murphy plus Rob Bradley and Phil Stallard for their accurate scoring.
vs Ockley CC - won
Surrey & West Sussex scored 229 off 41 overs before declaring. There were good steady innings from Denham Earl and Marcus Robertson for the visitors. Ockley fell short with two overs to spare thanks to some good bowling performances from Robertson, Kincaid & Jackson plus some crazy run outs which turned a certain looking draw at 183/6 to 186 all out in favour of Surrey & West Sussex
vs Bexley CC - won
A memorable match that gave Kent & East Sussex their first ever win against Bexley CC. Tight bowling early on put the visitors in control and restricted Bexley to 163 all out. The bowling figures speak for themselves with Duncan Innes leading the way with 4 for 23. This was followed by Cyril Davey with 3 for 25. Support was given by Bill Faulks with 1 for 25 and Barry Adams with 1 for 12. The attack on the Bexley bowlers was led by John Olufawu with an excellent 73 scored in very quick time. John was backed up by Neil Tegg who scored a solid 33 and Nigel Keess with 21 not out. A thoroughly good performance all round and we’re sure that Bexley will be out for revenge in 2012.
13th July 2011
vs Harvey Grammar School - won
The Kent & East Sussex opening bowlers Darren Copper and Barry Adams started tightly and after 14 overs Harvey were 29-2 with Cooper picking up both wickets. The School lads then increased the pace with Barry Goodsell and Alex Bill both batting well until Steve Simonini had Goodsell stumped for an excellent 89. It was then that the real fireworks started with Harvey skipper Jamie Hemphrey smashing his way to 50 in just 25 balls. He continued to batter the Kent & East Sussex attack, cracking 11 fours and 4 sixes to finish 85 not out when the declaration came after 45 overs with the score on 246-3. Alex Bill finished 52 not out. With plenty of overs to make the required runs openers John Thornton and Neil Tegg started steadily with the main aim of keeping strike bowler Jamie Hemphrey out. Kent & East Sussex had moved to 38 before Thornton was bowled by Rose for 11 who then accounted for Darran Wood for 4 with the score on 67. Andy Graham then joined Neil Tegg and these two batted extremely sensibly for the next 30 overs putting on over 100 for the third wicket by simply keeping the good balls out and dispatching any lose deliveries. Tegg eventually fell for a superb 101 with the score on 176 so there was still quite a bit to do to secure victory. However Kent & East Sussex’s two young guest players from Ashford Town CC rose to the challenge with Shane Beech cracking a quick fire 20 and following Andy Graham’s departure for an excellent 61 Robert Dagger saw Kent & East Sussex home with another quick 20 with 3 balls to spare. All in all a first class game of cricket played in an excellent spirit with a very good declaration by the school side who could have quite easily batted on longer to put the game out of Kent & East Sussex’s reach. The Harvey lads played the game in exactly the right way. The skipper could have batted longer and put the game out of our reach which has happened frequently in games like this. However he declared at the right time and to chase 246 was still going to be a very good win. He made sure all of his players either batted or bowled which was good to see. It just goes to show that you can still have exciting games which include the draw option – it does not always have to be limited overs stuff !! All in all an excellent game played exactly the way cricket should be played. Very well done Harvey Grammar
12th July 2011
75th Anniversary Match
vs Wales Ladies - won
Wales played the Wales Ladies as part of the 75th Anniversary season and invited the Ladies to bat first on an evenly paced pitch at Radyr. The Ladies lost early wickets to the steady seam bowling of John Williams (2-25) ably supported by fellow left armer John James (0-13).The Ladies rallied with player of the match Rosie Fuge (55no) batting through the innings supported by F Cartwright (32) and useful contributions from the middle order. For Wales, the spin twins of Nick Evans (1-29) and Mike Turner (0-23) tied up the middle overs.
In reply Wales lost Geoff Thomas early, before Mike Staddon (53) and Chris Hudson (33) put them ahead of the rate before both fell to excellent outfield catches. John James (31 no) and District captain Gareth Owen (47no) saw Wales home. Wales would like to thank the Wales Ladies for making the 75th celebrations an enjoyable occasion.
Scotland Chairman's XI vs Northwest - SC won
After East Midlands and Northeast Districts both pulled out of the Northern Festival, Scotland put up a District Chairman’s Eleven (or 10 as it turned out to be) against a Northwest District team in a 40 over friendly match. The Ralston brothers Max (snr) and Mira (jnr) from West of Scotland CC were also both pitted against each other. NW built a healthy total of 172 mainly thanks to Terry Lord’s 72 and Mira caught his brother for 20. Sandy Baird took 3 late wickets to peg back the final score. Scotland replied in emphatic fashion with an 8 wicket win, Richard Donald ending on 81 not out.
11th July 2011 
Inter-District Trophy: Northern Festival
Scotland vs Northwest - NW won
The Inter District match between Scotland and the Northwest District started in fine sunny weather but eventually the rain came and had a major influence on the result. Scotland were asked to bat first on a slow wicket where run scoring was difficult against the very accurate Mather and Nuttall for NW. Nuttall soon trapped Thornton lbw which brought McHattie to the crease. Both he and Donald started to push on, they put on 59 for the second wicket before Donald was caught by Nuttall for 18. McHattie continued to pick up the pace but was eventually caught behind for 45. The score had reached 114 when the rain came and a lengthy delay. On resumption Northwest’s calculated target was 132. This was reached in the 30th over with just the loss of Hope, well caught and bowled by Baird. Syed Shah (53no) and Priestley (47no) shared a 111 run partnership to see the visitors home and retain the Ruebans Trophy and with it, the Northern Festival. 
vs North East vs East Midlands - EM won
Accurate East Midlands' bowling from Hurst and Cook kept the score restricted to 55 after 20 overs for the loss of 3 wickets. With 30 overs bowled and the score just 98 the North East batsmen started a charge but lost wickets regularly with Nick Langford's slow left arm taking 3-29 leaving them with a total of 163-7. In response the NE made an early breakthrough bowling Bill Taylor for no score but then Mike Blatherwick and Matt Stewart pushed the score along at a respectable rate before Stewart skied one to Sean Martin off the bowling of Tony Wilson. Mark Langford came to the crease and along with Blatherwick the score increased to 130 before Langford was bowled for 31. Nick Poulson promptly set about the bowling and a quick fire 12 saw the EM side to victory with 4.2 overs to spare and Blatherwick unbeaten on 78 meaning he had scored exactly 200 runs in his last two innings without being dismissed.
8th July 2011
75th Anniversary Match 
Eastern Counties Invitation XI vs Kent & East Sussex Invitation XI - EC XI won
Derek Randall (ex-England and Nottinghamshire CCC) played for the Eastern Counties XI. He showed his class briefly with the bat before falling to what he described as ”the worst ball he had ever faced”, bowled by internationally renowned TV cricket director, Gavin Scovell. His misfortune was by way of an excellent overhead catch at the hands of ex-New Zealand test player and commentator for New Zealand’s SKY sports, Simon Doull, playing alongside his friend Scovell for the Kent & East Sussex XI. Mainstays of the Kent & East Sussexinnings before graciously retiring to allow others to bat were Scovell with 55 and Surrey & West Sussex’s Robert Warne also with 55. In reply, the Eastern Counties comfortably reached their target with nearly 5 overs to spare: Nigel Gadsby topped scored before he too retired (on 52). The diminutive, West Midlands wicket-keeper Kevin Smith, playing for the Kent & East Sussex XI, was really tested by Doull who found extravagant movement (both ways) in the conditions on the day. Smith took one superb reflex catch away to his right off Doull and then later stumped his Eastern Counties counterpart, Steve Lugg. The after match anecdotes from Derek Randall, Simon Doull and Ron Hart brought the house down, but the poem written by the ladies and read out by Robert Smith really brought home a few things to some of the attendees - totally hilarious, risqué and potentially non-PC !!!!!! 
Derek Randall
Derek Randall came to the attention of the cricket world in the 1977 Centenary Test at the MCG, scoring 174 and nearly winning the game. In the first innings, he infuriated Australian paceman Dennis Lillee by doffing his cap to him after a vicious bouncer. "No good hitting me there, mate," he called out, "nothing to damage."
When the same thing happened in the second innings and Randall ended up on his backside, he rose to his feet and saluted Lillee. Bowled out for 95 in the first innings and set an improbable 463 to win, England fell just 46 runs short of pulling off an astonishing victory thanks to Randall. He was named man of the match in a contest in which Lillee returned figures of 11-165. Randall's innings is one of the most memorable moments in the rivalry between England and Australia. The following year he walked out to bat at Sydney to face Rodney Hogg. The Australian greeted him by throwing a rubber snake on the pitch. “Thought it was a good idea at the time,” said Hogg! His most commonly known nickname was ‘Arkle’ after the famous racehorse, but two others went with him: ‘fidget’ (for his inability to stand still at the crease) and ‘rags’ (for his lack of dress-sense).
Simon Doull
New Zealand cricket commentator, radio personality and former international cricketer. He was a right arm medium pace swing bowler, and played in 32 Test matches and 42 One Day Internationals for the New Zealand national cricket team. Doull took his career best bowling figures of seven for 65 in the Boxing Day Test in 1998 against India at the Basin Reserve in Wellington. Due to that performance, he reached a career-high ranking of 6 in the ICC Player Rankings on December 26, 1998. He suffered persistent injuries throughout his career, including numerous back problems and a career-threatening knee injury during New Zealand's 1999 tour of England.
7th July 2011
Giggleswick School - lost
A delayed start meant the game was reduced to 35 overs each and the school elected to bat first. Giggleswick got off to a bright start before another heavy shower arrived. The ground staff did a great job to get the game going again. Gardener continued to dominate, eventually falling for 51. A middle order collapse generated by guest Steve Goalan who took 3 wickets pegged back the scoring but the lower order rallied, Daggart and Reid both getting into the twenties. The school ended on 176 for 9. Some very accurate bowling and well drilled fielding by the school made run scoring difficult, Danny Welbourne, Jeremy Henderson and Ted Whitehead all lost their wickets trying to push on. Mike Davies batted through to the end for an unbeaten 52 and even aided by Howard Illingworth’s breezy 27 the North West ended well short of their target on 112. The game ended as the skies turned black, thunder and lightning growled around the Yorkshire Dales and 5 minutes after the end of the game all hell broke loose to leave the ground flooded.
Nottingham High School - abandoned
East Midlands really do believe they were robbed by the weather. Breaking with tradition, skipper Ken Stewart won the toss and asked the school to bat which they did with ease amassing 276 for 2 in their 40 overs. Their Captain, Sam Storey carried his bat for a chanceless 152 and as he left the field he must have thought that they were home and hosed. They had only lost one match all season and so would feel relatively comfortable, however we knew that our strength lay in our batting! After a fairly cautious start with just 11 runs off the first 5 overs, the balance of the match started to shift as Michael Blatherwick took charge blasting 122 out of 168 for 2 after just 25 overs. Our middle order was packed with power to continue the charge but sadly torrential rain intervened, flooding the square, and so the chance of scoring the remaining 109 for victory from 15 overs was lost. Duckworth Lewis would have had us as winners but sadly the result remains a draw.
vs King Edward's School, Bath - won
Although rain delayed the start until after an early lunch, there was still time for exhilarating centuries on each side. For KES, Sam Mount hit 119, his third century of the season. But the England U-19 squad player lacked support. Pete Saunders topped and tailed the KES innings with his left arm medium, while Peter Searle took two wickets with his leg spin. KES declared on 210-8. The century for the West was no less brilliant than Mount’s: Tim Smith, in a sparkling opening stand on 47 with Barry Maggs, knocked the KES pace bowlers off the full’ish length which the damp pitch required. He went to make his first century for The Forty Club off 73 balls and finished with 126, as the Club won with 8 wickets to spare. His 2nd wicket partnership with Adrian Jeffery (35 n.o.) was 148. “I couldn’t have done it without borrowing Barry’s bat,” said the modest centurion.
vs Yorkshire Senior Schools CA – lost
YSS batted first with the North East’s bowling sharp early on but Dalby and Clark then went at nearly 6 an over after that. Tony Sheppard went for only 4.5 off his spell and Chris Brooker-Carey was immediately penetrative when he came on. In 8 overs he took 4 wickets for 45 including 2 bowled, 1 ct&b and 1 stumped by guest keeper Tom Collins who took 3 stumpings in all (2 of which were particularly sharp). Seven out of the YSS batsmen got into double figures. The North East's batting was dominated by Collins who made 50 but there was little support from elsewhere with only Clubley making double figures. Each of the YSS bowlers took wickets.
6th July 2011
vs Kings School, Worcester - won
With rain threatening for late afternoon, West Midlands had no hesitation batting first, with Ashley Bullock and Giles Clements. Runs proved hard to come by with the pace of J Fowles and J Ellis, and Fowles soon picked up the wicket of Clements for 2. Due to a late drop out, this brought our guest player to the crease in the form of Dinishu Fernando, who has recently opened the bowling for Sri Lanka. He proved to be an accomplished bat too before falling victim to a superb catch on the boundary by young A Bolton, for 26. Leon Gates then joined opener Bullock, and put on a century stand to give West Midlands a fighting total. Gates (53) and Bullock (71) were both eventually run out trying to push the score on, and with a couple of cameo roles from Alan Neal and Nigel Goodger, West Midlands declared on 184 for 4. In reply, West Midlands opened their bowling attack with their TWO International players in the form of Dinishu Fernando (Sri Lanka) and Alan Cook (England Over 60’s). After 2 rapid overs from Fernando, a more sedately Ben Green entered the attack and both he and Cook were rewarded with wickets thanks to the lightning reflexes of Wales wicket keeper, Gareth Owen. Gareth went on to snaffle two more superb stumpings, and alerted the West Midlands to expect similar in their Inter District match against Wales next week. Having performed well with the bat earlier, Leon Gates then took three wickets in a great 5 over spell, and was ably aided by Nigel Goodger picking up two at the end. When Dinishu Fernando came back for one over at the end of the school innings, the last wicket fell, and Kings School had been bowled out for 118 off 26 overs, just before the heavens opened.The pick of the batting for Kings School was J Park (47 Not Out) and T Mills (36).This was a rare victory for West Midlands over Kings School by 6 wickets, and under normal circumstances, playing an international cricketer would be considered unfair, but the boys relished the challenge, and at least young A Bolton will remember taking a fantastic catch to remove the star. The game was played in the right spirit, and we now look forward to a rematch in 2012. Dinishu Fernando, who recently opened the bowling for Sri Lanka. was used sparingly, and with the full agreement of all at Kings School, who loved the idea of playing against an international star.
vs Cranbrook School - draw
Not one of Kent & East Sussex’s better performances in a season that had been full of good cricket. At Cranbrook the bowling was below par with the school taking full advantage. A delayed declaration by the school skipper cost them victory in the end much to the delight of the visitors who hung on for what was more than they should have got out of the game. Mention mjust be made of Steve Simonini who not only took the most remarkable catch but also top scored with 46 and together with Peter Hartland 27 helped take the total past the 100 mark. A performance best left.
5th July 2011
vs Langley School - won
Thanks to an excellent century by Mike Taylor well supported by Mike Smith and Dave Humphreys, Eastern Counties set a demanding target of 257 which was too much for the boys of Langley School once their openers were parted.
4th July 2011
vs Tettenhall College - draw
The West Midlands won the toss and had no hesitation in batting on what looked like a great track. With three ex pupils playing for the XL’s as “Good Bats”, it was a bit of a surprise to be 97 for 7 in just over 1.5 hours, and just before lunch. It’s not sure whether it was the sumptuous lunch and copious amounts of wine, but a minor reprieve took place after lunch when skipper Roger Wickson joined opener Sid Hassan in a stand of 98 to give the score some respectability. Roger Wickson (54) eventually fell to the excellent bowling of Alex Grant, who ended his spell with 5 for 61 off 13 overs. Sid Hassan went on to complete his unbeaten and extremely well crafted 112 not out as the West Midlands eventually declared on 241 for 8. It would also be remiss not to mention that Charlotte Whyle and Kathryn Whyle, who were playing their last game against us, played an important role. Charlotte picked up 2 wickets from her bowling spell, and not to be out done, Kathryn joined her twin sister at the end of their innings to remain unbeaten on 12 & 13 respectively. The pick of the batsmen in the school’s innings was J. Schubert, who had to retire on 54 to attend the school’s annual music and drama concert rehearsals. Tettenhall eventually ended with 200 for 9 at close of play, and a creditable draw was achieved. Grateful thanks go once again to James Bullock for organising the hospitality provided, and we now look forward to playing Tettenhall College again in 2012.
30th June 2011
vs Langley Park School - lost
Fielding only ten men Kent & East Sussex batted first but got off to the worst of starts with the prolific Jon Thornton falling early for a duck. Hadleigh Luff and Paul Spencer repaired the damage, scoring 49 and 46 respectively but once they had gone none of the remaining Kent & East Sussex batsman made a meaningful score. John Gilder battled hard for his 24 but the visitors subsided to 150 all out. For the school, Aingar bowled well, taking 4 for 48 but the most remarkable bowling figures of the day came from Azam who took 3 for 8 off 9.4 overs. When the School batted the Kent & East Sussex bowlers were tidy enough and took an early wicket but after 10 overs the runs started to flow more freely and the School reached the target in 34 overs. The backbone of the innings was 54 from G Hutton with A Wright and T Davis chipping in 27 and 26 respectively. For the XL Club Hadleigh Luff bowled well for his three wickets but 150 runs on a good track was never going to be enough to defend and the XL Club were left rueing the absence of an eleventh player.
vs Hymers School – won
37 from Rob Clubley and 34 from XL Debutante Ewan London together with rain interruptions helped the North East declare after 35 overs on 108 leaving Hymers one over & 20 after 5pm to win. Parker & Dalziel each took 2 wickets for Hymers. Hymers set off and got to 70 for 2 wickets with 11 overs left in which to get 39 runs with 8 wickets in hand and Hammersley on 43. Tony Wilson had taken the first two wickets when Tony Sheppard & Steve Mitchell took over and in 11 overs proceeded to take 8 wickets to help win the match by 1 run. Yet again at the start of the last over 3 results were open. Sheppard had 7 - 0 - 18 - 4 & Mitchell 4 - 0- 19 - 3. London took two catches (the 2nd to win the match with a backwards tumbling catch!) & Illingworth took one behind the stumps and there was one run out.
29th June 2011
vs King Henry VIII Grammar School - draw
After winning the toss, West Midlands had no hesitation in batting first on a dry hard track at King Henry’s school. Giles Clements and Nav Raza got off to a good start against some lively bowling from M Kalsai and V Menon. However, with lunch looming, and stomach’s rumbling, N Raza, S Hassan and N Goodger all perished. Some normality to batting took place after lunch with Norman and Price, until Ballinger removed the next five batsmen in quick succession with some lofted flight and guile, ably supported by K Sharma. J Ballinger ended with excellent figures of 6 for 53 off 14.4 overs. The pick of the batting for XL was Giles Clements with 41 runs. In reply, the openers of S Lucas and R Arnold found it quite hard going against D Norman and N Raza, and were eventually removed for 8 & 6 respectively. An inspired change of bowling by Sam Raza brought Fred Price into the attack with more “flighted” deliveries, and despite one or two loose balls disappearing over the boundary ropes, the temptation to hit out soon took over and some excellent catches resulted in Fred taking four fine wickets in his spell of 7 overs. With 9 wickets down and 10 plus overs of the last 20 remaining, S Abbey and V Menon managed to hang on for a creditable draw with the score on 171. Our grateful thanks go once again to Andy Parker for his excellent hospitality, and we now look forward to 2012.
vs Denstone College - lost
A hard fought 45 from Nick Langford was the main contribution for East Midlands in a match that showed a rather toothless display in most aspects of the game from the clubs perspective. The Denstone boys bowled well, at one point their young opening bowler Greg Cork (son of Dominic), was bowling to a 9-0 offside field as the conditions favoured swing and seam bowling. We limped to 124-9 in the last over of our innings, which was surpassed in 20 overs by their two opening batsmen. Despite using seven bowlers and dropping a couple of catches we could not make the break through. The Jack Ikin trophy was awarded to Will Burrows on reaching 50 as the scores drew closer. His colleague, A Thomson made a blistering 71 not out and finished the match with an enormous six over the mid wicket boundary. The boys had been practising this shot in the nets all afternoon, he certainly put it into practise with aplomb. We must do better next year!
vs Prior Park College - draw
The West’s 101 opening partnership by Andy Ashfold 78 and Tim Smith 51 laid the foundation for a challenging total of 243 –7 declared . Prior Park in reply lost early wickets but recovered from 113-6 thanks to a hard hit 64 from LTambe who brought the college right back into the game. But the re-introduction of spinner Brian Brogden 4-61 into the attack halted their progress and with 2 overs to go and 20 still needed with the last pair at the crease they settled for a very honourable draw. An excellent game of cricket on a beautiful Bath day with the usual excellent hospitality from Prior Park College
vs Duke of York's Royal Military School - draw
All the school batsmen found difficulty in scoring against some excellent bowling by Newton, Adams and Simonini and struggled to make 235 in 64 overs - the most the district chairman can ever recall being bowled against a School 1st XI. The Kent & East Sussex reply had an early setback with the loss of Paul Spencer in the 3rd over. Steady progress by opener Neil Tegg (93) and Darren Wood (20) accepted that it was mission impossible and with contributions from the middle order the final score of 177 for 5 wkts in 44 overs was a ‘winning’ draw we would claim.
28th June 2011
vs Christ College, Brecon - won
Wales batted first against a vocal and exuberant College X1 and were given a steady start by Peter Lynn (35) and Andrew Williams (15). After the loss of the openers, Gareth Owen, with an aggressive 21 and skipper Paul Keneally with a match winning 71 aided by Chris Hudson (23) saw the innings close after 35 overs on 219. The innings also saw the unusual HANDLED THE BALL dismissal of John Brazier. The College innings got off to the worst possible start with opener J Mitchell falling first ball to Howard Jones who bowled a miserly spell of 2-15. Wickets fell steady supported by some good fielding and catching with Jon Lodge taking 2-22, the College finished on 160 leaving Wales the winners by 59 runs.
27th June 2011
vs Dartford Grammar School - draw
Having been unable to refuse the school’s invitation to bat first on a steamy day Kent & East Sussexstruggled early on to get the ball away on a crumbly pitch with a huge outfield. Jon Thornton made 30 but the rest struggled until two guest Australians got going in the last half hour, Michael Turner top scoring with 74. The insistence on a fixed tea interval probably meant the declaration came slightly too late at 208-6. Perhaps feeling the chase was beyond them the school showed little inclination to go for the win, but played solidly enough that they never looked like losing. They mostly ignored the temptations on offer from Tony MacDonald-Barker, though he did end up with 3-30 in 10 overs. Only once the game was dead did the school show any aggression, but it ended in a tame draw, 110-5 after 36 overs
vs Bolton School - lost
Monday the 27th of June was a hot sunny day, unfortunately the day before was not. After winning the toss and inspecting the track to find a damp and sticky seamers paradise due to the previous day’s rain, the obvious decision would be to insert the opposition and bowl. However, due to having only 7 players at the start time, the only option was to bat. Bolton’s opening attack was sharp and accurate, and revelled in the bowler friendly conditions with wickets falling at regular intervals. A total of 127 all out was not a bad effort under the circumstances. Lunch was taken, the sun was still shining and the track dried and flattened out. TheNorth West’s bowling attack toiled away in the heat, but the school’s batting proved superior on the way to an 8 wicket victory. As ever, The Forty Club was looked after extremely well with Bolton School being the usual perfect hosts. Thanks goes to everyone involved for an enjoyable day
24th June 2011
vs Blue Coats School - draw
Having been advised the day before the match that the school were only able to play an afternoon game, all went off extremely well with two outstanding performances by club players. The School having looked likely to post a score in excess of 250, a great spell of accurate wicket-taking bowling by Andy Yorke brought the Southback into the match. Unfortunately the school batted a tad too long and Andy Havard was once again the class act in the club’s reply. His 80 was probably the best innings the Match Manager has seen from an XL batsman in all the matches he had played in or managed. The school’s bowlers were taken totally outside their comfort zone and had there been another 10 – 15 minutes of Andy’s bowling, the South would have surely won the match. As it was the South took the draw. It should be noted that the South’s DC played his part by returning to the grease after being ‘chinned’ off a top-edge, having changed his shirt and trousers to protect the squeamish from the blood-stained originals. He calmly played out the remaining time somewhat surprisingly WITHOUT his helmet (Health & Safety have been informed!).
St Dunstans School - draw
On a slow pitch Kent & East Sussex won the toss and batted. With a strong batting line-up there was the inevitable collapse until Steele and Hadleigh Luff came together at 21 for 3. They took the score to 109 off 26 overs at lunch. After reaching his fifty Steele went for 53 and Luff was then well supported by Rameaux and Hart. Luff, having batted defensively for much of the time before lunch went through the gears and smashed five sixes in his last fifty runs as the visitors declared at 243-6, with Luff 110 not out. With no pace attack to speak of, Kent & East Sussex set about winkling out St. Dunstan’s and had two by the tea interval. The visitors fielded well, held all but one chance coming their way but were not put under pressure in the field. After tea Kent & East Sussex dictated the game but, on a slow pitch of little bounce, were unable to secure the last two wickets for the win they deserved with David Steele finishing with 5 for 72 off 20 overs. For the college, Howlett hogged the innings with a top-score of 93.
22nd June 2011
vs Kirkham Grammar School - draw
On a difficult rain affected wicket both sides found run scoring hard work. Jump and Swarbreck used the conditions well picking up two wickets apiece and had the North West perilously placed at lunch on 69 for 6. After lunch Terry Lord played in typical belligerent manner and took the attack to the school bowlers. Terry scored 83 in a 75 run stand with Keith Roscoe to help XL eventually recover to 155 for 8. The school batsmen never really came to terms with some experienced bowling, Paul Mather took 2 early wickets, Roth picked up 3 and Andy Spencer 1 as they slumped to 38 for 6. To the schools credit they fought back and earned a draw ending on 66 for 7.
vs Dover College - won
The College ground looked in excellent condition and with the toss being won by Kent & East Sussex, they elected to bat. With a strong gusty wind blowing across the ground Kevin Ambanpola and Paul Spencer made good progress, taking many quick singles in amongst the boundaries. At lunch the score was 110 without loss from 22 overs having been bowled. Despite an excellent lunch Kevin and Paul continued to run well between the wickets and the boys chased leather as the score mounted. A few chances were missed before the College brought on 14 year old Samraat Rai from Napal. With his 3rd ball he had Kevin caught for 80 with the score at 158. Paul was joined by Gavin Scovell and they continued score freely. Paul was out caught with score on 184 having made 73, again the bowler being Samraat Rai. When Gavin was bowled for a quick 48 which included 3 big sixes, the visitors declared their innings on 225 for 3 wickets. Waya and Castle opened the innings for the College and after 3 overs the score was 24. Castle was out in the next over. However, Waya continued his hard hitting, but was caught in the 8th over having scored 35 from 25 balls. His innings included 6 fours and 1 six. Wickets continued to fall after tea as the College were not able to put together steady partnerships. The College were all out in the 7th over of the last 20 with their score on 144. One innings that has to be mentioned was that of Samraat Rai. He came in at number 9 and played some delightful drives and pulls for his 32, before he was stumped. Visitors at the match were, the Headmaster, Peter Robinson, Brian Scovell with Roshan Abeysinghe, who wishes to become a member of the Forty Club. After the match refreshments were provided at the College. Even though not a strong cricketing school as they have many students from overseas, they certainly play with enthusiasm and on the day it is believed that there were 6 different nationalities in the College team.
21st June 2011
vs Bromsgrove School - lost
West Midlands won the toss and decided to field first against a very young but very strong Bromsgrove School side. Adam Clegg & William Turner opened the batting for Bromsgrove, and soon got into their stride before falling victim to Rice and Morris respectively, for 30 & 38 apiece. It was then a case of “Boys against Men”, in the form of 15 year old Brett Huxley, who completely dominated the Bromsgrove innings with a remarkable score of 203 Not Out. With his partner James Cooper (42), they scored freely to all parts of the ground, and eventually declared on 341 for 4. This was Mike Perkins last game as match manager, and fittingly, it was he who bowled the ball that Kevin Smith stumped James Cooper with. A big thank you is extended to Mike for his many years of service as match manager. In reply, a steady partnership between Kevin Truswell & Giles Clements gave the WMXL some hope of saving the game, with scores of 89 & 21 respectively, before falling victim to Buckley & Huxley. Regrettably, the WMXL tail wagged very early and despite a few brief moments of respite, WMXL were bowled out for 222. Our thanks go once again to Bromsgrove School for hosting the day and providing us with exceptional hospitality as always. We look forward to repaying the compliment at our Annual Dinner at The Savoy, in October, when Bromsgrove School will be officially crowned recipients of the 2010 Henry Grierson Trophy.
vs Colfe's School - won
Having elected to bat first Colfe’s lost an early wicket through a very smart bit of fielding by Matthew Quantrill to run one of the School openers out. Thereafter the innings proceeded steadily with all of the Kent & East Sussex bowlers bowling tidily to keep the scoring rate down. Coming in at number three, B Fraser held the innings together for the School, eventually going for a well crafted 67. The declaration came around 3.15pm when the School had made 180. This turned out to be a generous target with Kent & East Sussex knocking off the runs in 28 overs against a young School bowling attack. Matthew Quantrill and Gavin Scovell did the damage, scoring 77 and 66 not out respectively in quick time. All in all one of the easier games the XL Club has had against Colfe’s. Kent & East Sussex had 12 players on the day, so by agreement with the hosts and the umpires, Paul Spencer batted but did not field/bowl and Duncan Innes bowled/fielded but did not bat.
vs Lancing College - lost
Not one of Surrey & West Sussex’s better performances against a well balanced Lancing College XI who having inserted the Forty Club, bowled and fielded outstandingly well and special mention for J Betts with figures of 14.3 overs, 4 maidens, 34 runs, 6 wkts. The only highlight of an otherwise poor batting performance by Surrey & West Sussex was the 50 by Martin Allen. Set a paltry target of 126 the boys quickly knocked the runs off and eased to a comfortable win by 8 wkts.
19th June 2011 
vs Wellingborough School - draw - XL 75th Anniversary Match
A patient start from Richard Hope (59 in 42 overs) followed by a flamboyant 40 from Tony Pridmore and a quick 34 by Nick Jelley saw Eastern Midlands to a score of 204 enabling them to declare 20 minutes before tea. The school responded positively in the five overs before the break and immediately afterwards despite losing wickets on a regular basis. When the 6th wicket fell with the score at 130 and 74 runs needed off the last 7 overs, the shutters went up and the school settled for a draw to complete a wonderful day.
16th June 2011
vs Beechen Cliff School - lost
On a bright and breezy morning in Bath the match got under way with the West standing at eight players. Luckily, we were inserted and our openers Tim Smith (38) and Rick Hutchinson (32) opted for opposing approaches, the former scoring his runs in some ten overs to give us a sharp start, whilst the latter scored at one an over, nevertheless giving us a sound basis on which he and Peter Rebera (75) took us to lunch at 117 for 1. The usual interruption from the hospital helicopter took 45 minutes out directly after a fine lunch, obliging both batsmen to hurry thereafter. Peter’s 75 was a model of adapting to the match requirements and Rick demonstrated after lunch that he too can vary his play when necessary. Brief but useful knocks from Charlie Samler and Kevin Smith meant that Phil Smith (25 no) could and did have a go to great effect, allowing a declaration on fifty overs at 215 for 5. For the Beechen innings the West had by then accumulated eleven men stout and true, but the school did not require even the approx. thirty five overs left to them, getting home for 5 in 31. The two openers made seventy each against indifferent bowling, and only the introduction of spinner Rebera (4-24) got us back into the game; but too little, too late, and they rightly made the runs. Well done, Beechen Cliff, after several years of near misses and a single defeat.
15th June 2011
vs William Hulme Grammar School - abandoned
The North West declared on 197 for 8 as the Manchester rain started to fall and unfortunately that was it for the day, without the school getting their chance to bat. The North West’s innings was solid if not spectacular with three players, Danny Welbourne, Jakob Roth and Paul Howard getting into the 30’s and Nos 9 and 10, Martin Jump and Bhautik Shukla both reaching the 20’s. Waqas Anwar bowled with decent pace and swing a deserved his 5 for 37. We had two visitors from down south playing, John Morton a former pupil of William Hulme’s scoring 22 and Gary Thompson the victim of some proper northern umpiring adjudged caught behind for a 300 mile round trip duck!!! I dare say a good night of drowning the sorrows followed in Didsbury. Thanks to William Hulme’s for the game and the hospitality.
Inter-District Trophy:
South vs Surrey & West Sussex - SX won
In a rain affected match it was agreed that it should become a 40 over match, which then due to heavy rain during play, again agreed, that the second innings would be just 20 overs. Despite the overcast and incessant drizzle the match was played with good spirit between the two Districts on a fine playing surface and good cricket on show. The challenging total of 302 with fine innings’ from the batsmen and good control from Nigel Pestifield’s leg spins despite the greasy ball, being the highlights. In good T20 style, SX kept close to the required run rate and with Tim Walter excelling; a final over requirement of 17 was to most observers unlikely. A run out brought Nigel Pestifield to the crease with 12 required from 4 balls and then 6 off the last, which was despatched high over long on for victory. Thanks go to the Umpires tireless efforts, the scorers, Hursley Park groundstaff and excellent teas and after match food.
14th June 2011
vs Bloxham School - won - XL 75th Anniversary Match
Celebrating our 75th Anniversary at Bloxham, it was a pleasure to play in practically perfect weather conditions. We wonder whether Sir Jack Hobbs enjoyed the same conditions during his first game against Bloxham back in 1938. After winning the toss, West Midlands decided to field first, and this soon became a good choice, as wickets tumbled at regular intervals up to lunch. Sam Ryan (Capt) was the only schoolboy who showed any determination to wait for the bad ball, and was rewarded with a fine 49, before being bowled by Roger Wickson. The only other schoolboy to thwart the XL’s was S Rowley who decided to attack the bowling and was caught by C Standley off the bowling of Wickson for 30. Cedric Miller, Grahame Wild and Jon Hartley also enjoyed their bowling spells, with Wild picking up 2 wickets and Hartley picking up 3. The boys were eventually all out for 162 just before tea. Nick Jelley and Gary Betteridge opened up for West Midlands, and seemed to be coping well with the opening attack of Inchmore and Adams. However, when Betteridge was out for 4, wickets started to tumble too frequently for the visitors, and although they were chasing a relatively low total, things started to turn in the boys favour. The excellent bowling of C Williams and G Fletcher should be applauded especially the latter who seemed to be turning the ball at right angles. Between them they took 7 wickets. A small recovery took place when Peacock and Standley put on 44, but as soon as they departed, things looked bleak for XL. With nearly 30 runs required and 12 overs left, Grahame Wild and Roger Wickson came to the rescue and managed to pass the 163 run required to record a narrow win for The Forty Club. West Midlands would like to record their very grateful thanks to Rob Hastings for organising our day at Bloxham, and for the hospitality laid on for all of our players, officials & guests. Roger Wickson, the istrict Chairman, would also like to personally thank Simon Batten, who put together a fantastic exhibition of the cricketing history between Bloxham School and The Forty Club, which documented many games played between us. A famous 1939 photograph featuring Jack Hobbs has been doing the rounds, and despite many enquiries, we still don’t have all the names of the players. However, a re creation of the photograph was taken using the XL players and schoolboys in the same pose outside the same pavilion, which apart from glass in the upper windows, hasn’t changed at all in 75 years. In honour of the special day, a shield was presented to Bloxham School’s captain Sam Ryan, with the inscription: “The Forty Club played Bloxham School on 14th June 2011, celebrating 75 years of cricket”.
vs Hurstpierpoint College - draw
Against some excellent bowling by Peter Hartland & Andrew Barton the college openers found runs difficult to come by, reflected by having only scored 53 after 20 overs. Opener Rovnd went on to score 93 out of an opening partnership of 158. A declaration finally came on 258 from 53 overs. The Kent & East Sussex innings got off to a bad start with the loss of opener David Spackman in the opening over, but a 3rd wicket partnership between Boone (56) and Rameaux (23) of 65 helped the score along to a respectable total of 161 for 7 wkts. A draw was always on the cards with the delayed declaration restricting the number the visitors would face. Mention should be made for the outstanding bowling by performance by Mitchell the school opening bowler with figures of 11 overs, 6 maidens, 5 wkts for 15 runs.
13th June 2011
vs Sedbergh School - abandoned
A rain hit match, but nevertheless an enjoyable one. Playing on a Sunday, and with some leagues having a full fixture list, turning out a North West eleven was not possible, but we were supported by young players in the main from Worsley C.C. as well as Dave Stubbings’ son and a 14 year old from Sedbergh school. XL batting cruised to 134-1 at lunch, then the rain came, and play eventually resumed at 4.30pm, and XL declared at 185-5 with candidate Syed Shah top scoring on 84. Harrison and Davies were the pick of the Bowlers for Sedbergh. Chasing Sedbergh started well with Benn and Dutton, but both fell in consecutive overs, starting a mini collapse. Davies and Sampson then rallied until Sampson was superbly caught by Welborne off Mullineux and when Davies was trapped LBW, the game petered out to a draw, not before our 14 yr old debutant from Sedbergh bowled 3 good overs.
vs Woodbridge School - lost
After an early lunch was taken due to the early morning rain, Eastern Counties lost the toss and were invited to bat; the pitch was dry and looked good for batting. After losing Colin Anderson for 5 early on, a partnership of 59 followed between John Youngs (44) and David Humphreys (33) but the overs were ticking by fast with the school opening bowlers bowling a good line and length. But the introduction of the slow bowlers, wickets started to fall at regular intervals; only cameo innings from Trevor Linahan (14), Thurmal Pachiappan (13) and Rob Nelson (13) came and went. The tail needed to wag to post a competitive total for the boys to chase, this did not happen and The Forty Club were all out for 152 in 46.4 overs. In reply the Woodbridge School opening batsmen had few problems with the improving wicket, only losing the one wicket to John Elliott’s slow left arm and batsmen C Robson 68 not out and J Rowlett 43 not out knocked off the 153 runs needed in only 34 overs.
8th June 2011
vs Simon Langton Grammar School - won
This was truly one of the best School matches the CP district chairman had apparently played in. The school won the toss and invited Kent & East Sussex to bat on an interesting wicket which was exploited well by Turnbull 14-3-37-4 wkts. After a steady start from Thornton and Olufawo, only Kevin Ambanpola 44 and Steve Simonini 33 impressed by making any headway against a very balanced school attack. The School’s response against some fine bowling from the opening attack of Bill Faulks 13-3-24-3 wkts and Barry Adams 15-0-48-2 wkts saw them at 53 for 2 after 20 overs. From that point it all changed with new member Steve Simonini claiming man of the match with figs of 6 overs 37 runs 4 wkts adding to his earlier 33 runs. Finally, with 2 overs left the school required 12 runs to win and come the final over 10 required John Olufawo bowls a ‘Pie Man’ no 11 smacks ball to deep long on boundary only for Jon Thornton to take the most incredible catch to win the match by 9 runs. Credit to the boys who played their part in this excellent game.
7th June 2011
vs Old Swinford Hospital School - draw
West Midlands won the toss and elected to bat in rather inclement conditions, with Brown and Clements, who made steady progress. Brown was run out for 11 which brought Gates to the crease, and after one or two exuberant shots, also departed for 8. Josh Banks then steadied the ship and batted well before and after lunch with Clements. They eventually fell respectively for 61 and 41. The innings was declared at 182 for 9 just before tea. The wicket tally was shared equally amongst the boys. After several heavy downpours, Old Swinford started their innings in similar style to XL, with Pargettor (18) and S. Mann (49) scoring the majority of the schools runs. However, the wily old Paul Cross picked up 4 wickets for 19 runs, and effectively ended the game for the school. Unfortunately, despite XL’s best efforts, the 10th wicket stayed intact at the close of play, and a creditable draw was achieved. Although the cricket was somewhat marred by the weather, the hospitality of Anthony Green and his staff was exemplary, and our grateful thanks go to all at Old Swinford for making a rather wet day extremely enjoyable. We now look forward to 2012.
3rd June 2011
Inter-District Trophy:
Eastern Counties vs Surrey & West Sussex - SX won
A magnificent 2nd wicket stand of 246 runs by Surrey & West Sussex pair Tim Walter and G Neale helped the team to a winning 341 total from 45 overs at pretty Waresley CC. Amongst the array of boundaries was a 7 by Graham Neale to bring up his 100 – has this ever been done before? Despite a determined century by L Priceand some hefty thumping by Rob Nelson late on, Eastern Counties never really threatened to overhaul SX total. Thanks to the Organisers and the tea makers – everything fully appreciated by SX
2nd June 2011 
vs Kent Over 50s - won
An outstanding performance by Kent & East Sussex who controlled the game from the start against a strong Kent Over 50s XI. The opening attack of Barry Adams (8 overs for just 10 runs ) & Ben Newton restricted the openers to 31 in the first 10 overs. Further support came from the excellent fielding by this well balanced XI. The target of 171 never seemed enough with the depth of batting in the Forty Club line up. New member Jon Thornton continued his fine form with yet another 50 supported by Russell Shipton (38) until caught by Nigel Keess off the bowling of Mike Winner (loned to the Kent Over 50s). Having had 13 players turn up we simply gave them one of our best players just to demonstrate our confidence – plus it allowed our District Chairman to have the day off or should we say the Non-Playing Captain.
vs Strathallen School - lost
The Richard Williamson Trophy match saw the Scotland District lose their unbeaten record for 2011. On winning the toss the Forty Club batted first and were soon in trouble as three wickets fell for 26. A fourth wicket stand of 64 between Colin Neill (28) and Richard Donald (36) was looking good until both were out at 90, 20 minutes before lunch. After lunch a fine flourish from Dinesh Bailwal (50) helped us post a respectable 187 but our lack of bowling resources told as Scotland Under 19 starlet Nick Farrar scored a very polished 118 no to guide Strathallan home by eight wickets. After the match Forty Club captain Graham McLaren presented the Richard Williamson Trophy to Keith Wiggley Strathallan's captain and both teams then enjoyed an excellent BBQ
1st June 2011
vs Vale of Glamorgan Colts - lost
Wales faced a strong Vale of Glamorgan Colts side at Penarth. The visitors made an early breakthrough with a text book stumping by Gareth Owen off Chris Hudson before the Colts rallied with a fine stand between Andrew Sims (81) and Rhys Jones (35) before a tight spell of bowling featuring Gwyn Price, Roger Edwards and John Williams restricted the Colts to a late declaration at 201 for 6. Wales then got off to a flier with guest Rhys Morgan 26 and Gareth Owen 13 before they both fell. Thereafter the innings stuttered before a late flurry from Chris Hudson (35) before the innings closed on 137 for 9.
75th Anniversary Match 
North West vs A NW Schools XI - tie
What a fitting way to end a 75th celebratory match with a draw and the scores tied. Great credit must go to both sides for a competitive match but also to Seb Neal of Kings School Chester for putting together and managing the School side and to Richard Hope for organising and sponsoring the game. The highlight of the XLNorthwest innings was a marvellous knock of 130 by Syed Shah. He and new member Mal Dalugoda put on 86 for the 3rd wicket allowing an eventual declaration on 214 for 5. The School side set about their task at first with patience after the early loss of Adam Galley, but the pace built when Oliver Thompson joined Arthur Thomas, the pair putting on 68 to set up a nail biting finish. To be honest the School side should of won, Thompson was out exhausted and disapointed for a fine 97 with 3 balls remaining of the last over and the scores tied. Joe Benson was out next ball, 2 balls left scores still tied. Unfortunately Marcus Molinga could not lay a bat on Keith Roscoe’s last two balls and it finished a draw. A good match which was played in the spirit we expect after 75 years of Forty Club cricket.
31st May 2011
vs Clumber Park CC - draw
A pacey start from the Clumber bowlers restricted East Midlands to just 24 runs off the first 10 overs before David Dakin arrived on the scene at the fall of the first wicket. He quickly got into his stride striking 87 off 84 balls in aggressive partnerships with Wood, Sedgwick, Clulow and Poulson leaving the latter to stay until the close of our innings on 47no. In response the colts started in cautionary style through excellent bowling from Kurt Gibbons 2-21 off 10, but when the 5th wicket fell in the 22nd over with just 56 on the board, the task ahead appeared forlorn. New candidate Shez Butt took 3-33 off 9 overs but despite the best efforts of a variety of bowlers the tail couldn't be broken with Clumber holding on to 153-8 to salvage a draw.
29th May 2011
vs East of Scotland U16's - won
Paul Coffey reports on an incident from the Scotland match v East of Scotland U16's at Edinburgh Academy. The weather was very windy, and asking around the team (which constitutes about 400 years of cricketing experience) it was certainly the windiest conditions any of us had ever played in. At the start of the game, one of the sightscreens toppled over in a severe gust. There were numerous instances throughout the game where a bowler would abort a run-up due to a heavy gust, or the batsman would back away. During the XL innings Paul actually got a phone call (another first for him!!!) from the umpire saying that one of the batsman was feeling a bit uncomfortable in the wind. Paul went out to the pitch and was told by XL member Paul Murray that he was feeling very uncomfortable about playing in the wind and wanted to retire from batting. “I checked with the fielders to see if they were ok to continue and they were fine.” So Paul Murray retired from his innings. It was quite understandable for him to do so, as during the East innings one of their youngsters was nearly blown off his feet preparing to face a delivery. The Club completed a 51 run victory 147-7 and bowled the East of Scotland U16's out for 96
27th May 2011
vs Forest School - lost
Eastern Counties recovered well from 54-5 on a seaming wicket to post 210 thanks to good innings by Steve Lugg’s guests but our bowling and fielding were not good enough to test the boys of Forest School, who had the better of the drying wicket with the star of the show, Wong, carrying his bat for an unbeaten 103.
26th May 2011
Inter-District Trophy:
South vs Kent & East Sussex - K&ES won
In another last-over nailbiter, Kent & East Sussex made it three inter-district away wins out of three to qualify for the semi-finals for the second year running. With rain reducing the match to 40 overs a side, South District’s early batsmen all made promising starts before perishing trying to accelerate. It was largely thanks to wicket-keeper Bungay (77), attacking the spinners with gusto, that a competitive total of 183 was achieved. Bill Faulks was the pick of the bowlers with 2 for 27 from his eight overs. After the break the match was always in the balance. Following a comical mid-pitch collision and run-out involving the visitors’ openers, the experienced Derek Candy struck with three quick wickets. Another key partnership between Simon Routh (70 not out) and Willie Boone (42) then swung the game back towards the batting side. This time Routh stayed to the end to see his team home by four wickets.
25th May 2011
vs Tenterden CC - draw
Tenterden’s usual flawless pitch produced another high-scoring contest. The hosts knocked up 260-7, Dakin top-scoring with 90 before falling LBW to Mike Wicks. Micky Winner picked up 4-57 and wicket-keeper Barry Smith had a catch and two smart stumpings. Kent & East Sussex made a valiant attempt to overhaul the total. Kevin Ambanpola opened with a fluent 39, Winner struck 66 to cap an excellent all-round day, and then Ian Wilson (35) and Barry Adams (21 not out) launched a furious final assault. At the close, the club were just six runs short with their eighth-wicket pair at the crease
19th May 2011
vs Norwich School - lost
Eastern Counties did well to recover from 34-5 to 227-8 dec thanks to new member Chris Kennard’s 95, ably supported by Tony Bailey and Andrew Morgan. But woeful catching allowed Sam Plater six lives and he easily won the game for the school by scoring 127 before falling to Merchant.
18th May 2011
vs King Edward's School - lost
KES won the toss and elected to field on a day that started very dry, but soon turned to squally rain which prompted a break of some 50 minutes. Both openers for KES bowled extremely accurately and quick, and apart from one wicket by Adams, Cons and Davison took 2 and 4 respectively. The only innings of note came from Giles Clements with a hard fought 48. Regretably, West Midlands only had 10 players due to a very late drop out, and limped to 149 for 7 declared just after tea. In reply, the early wickets of Green and Lewis gave some respite, but, having taken 4 wickets, Tom Davison then showed his class with the bat to score 58 as well, before being bowled by Terry Brown. J. Bains also scored a very good 59 not out, which together with A. Bains scoring 13, brought the game to a close early. KES played very well and deserved their win against a rather ordinary Forty Club side, to record a 7 wicket victory.
vs King's School, Chester - lost
The North West were taught a lesson in how to build an innings by two very talented young batsmen. Arthur Thomas scored 58 and Oliver Thompson was undefeated on 102 when Kings reached their goal beating XL by 7 wickets. Earlier, some the XL batsmen got in, then found bizarre ways of getting out. Danny Welbourne run out on the 3rd run!!! Then both Richard Hope and Andy Kilner chopped on their own stumps. Jakob Roth [40] and Barry Hamilton [38] were the mainstay but both failed to go on and get a big score. The final total of 188 seemed inadequate. Thomas' and Thompson's opening stand of 121 began patiently then built gradually with increasing aggression. XL’s attack had no answer and the school thoroughly deserved their win with 10 overs remaining. The Wooliscroft man of the match went to Oliver Thompson. Well done King’s and thanks for the generous hospitality
vs Bethany School - won
Kent & East Sussex enjoyed a comprehensive win against a younger than usual Bethany team. On a slow low pitch, Jon Thornton struck firmly off the back foot to make a fine 115, adding 100 for the first wicket with Matt Quantrill (48) and thereby allowing the visitors to declare early at 229-4. When their turn came to bat, the boys defended gamely but were dismissed for 116. Steve Simonini took 4-13 and Peter Hartland 3-18. The week before at Skinners School, debutant Simonini had claimed his first wicket for the Forty Club and Hartland his hundredth. They have some way to go to catch leading all-time wicket-taker Mike Wicks, who cheerfully combined the duties of match manager, player and scorer, and was unlucky on the day not to add to his tally of 500-odd victims.
vs Spalding Grammer School - won
Wood and Deakin reached 90 runs after 20 overs with Wood regularly finding the boundary through late cuts and straight drives until the clouds opened. Aggressive batting was now needed which led to the early demise of Deakin, but the impetus was provided by Eastern Counties Harry Vaheesan who crashed a rapid 52 (42 in boundaries). Adams and Butt supported Wood taking the total to 179-3. The school replied aggressively and despite losing early wickets were well placed at 69 runs off 12 overs. Stewart tipped a hard driven drive onto the stumps to run out Trim, who sportingly walked on as the umpire was unsighted (taking avoiding action at the time!). Peter Mason plundered 3 wickets from his 6 overs to keep the XL team in the hunt and Butt took two wickets raising the pressure on the school. They continued to chase a target of 6 per over however Stewart took the last 2 wickets to give the club our first victory at the school in the last over.
17th May 2011
Inter-District Trophy:
Eastern Counties vs Kent & East Sussex - K&ES won
A closely-fought game was decided on the penultimate ball. Eastern Counties’ innings revolved around another high-class knock by Nigel Gadsby (63) as the visitors gave little away in the field. Lower-order aggression boosted the total to 196-8. Cliff Hayward claimed three wickets with his off-breaks. The reply ofKent & East Sussex stalled in the face of an excellent opening spell by left-armer Tony Rhodes (9-4-14-2) and some athletic ground fielding, with Rob Nelson outstanding. Kent & East Sussex skipper Simon Routh had recently made a record 400th appearance in the Kent League top division and brought all his experience to bear with a crucial innings of 73. Willie Boone (85) indulged in some trademark straight hitting and the target was within reach. The departure of both men in quick succession brought the field in as tension mounted. Some high-risk running cost a further wicket before Kent & East Sussex scrambled the winning run with one ball remaining.
vs Pocklington School - lost
A solid start batting by the North East posted a respectable 151 in the 40 allocated overs, a late good spell of bowling by I Green slowed the acceleration down for the visitors in the last few overs of the innings. Pocklington batted freely scoring at 6 an over with the opening stand of 103 forming the backbone of an easy win for Pocklington
11th May 2011
vs Queen Elizabeth GS - Arthur Kerfoot Memorial Trophy - won
In a reduced game of 35 overs per side the North West managed a last ball thrilling win to regain the Arthur Kerfoot Trophy. QEGS were asked to bat first and had stumbling start as Terry Lord and Mark Clayton took early wickets. However this hastened Alex Davies to the wicket. In the report of this fixture last season I said remember the name Alex Davies and I repeat it again. Alex played a sublime innings of timing and shot selection that many have not seen in one so young. He is at 16 already playing for Lancashire Second team and is in the England development squad as a keeper/batsman. He took command of QEGS’ innings and the XL bowling before holing out on the midwicket boundary for 78 as partners came and went. Stuart Priestley bowled well taking 3 wickets. QEGS finished on 168 all out with 3 overs remaining. Stuart Priestley and Danny Welbourne [42] got XL off to a good start but the innings was held together by Mike Carpendale’s 57 not out batting at No 3. XL were cruising at 5 an over before a clatter of wicket put them behind the rate. Sharafat Shah provided mutch impetus with 21. Going into the final over 12 were needed. A couple of boundaries helped and the scores were tied with two balls left. Mark Clayton was run out on the 5th ball going for the win and the last ball was hit for 4 by Terry Lord to seal the victory. Great game much enjoyed with fantastic hospitality.
vs Llandovery College - draw
Wales battled to a ‘losing’ draw against a strong Llandovery College side. Batting first the College raced to 234-9 with Mike Turner taking 5 for 45. Being a little short in the bowling department allowed a few part-timers to turn their arms over for the Wales team with Dewi Davies claiming the scalp of Llandovery’s top scorer!. In replyWales lost wickets steadily until a late rear-guard action by the tail saw them secure a draw
vs Ratcliffe College - lost
A steady start to the East Midlands innings with 55 runs coming off the first 20 overs changed when prospective member Ronnie Patel had to retire hurt after falling and cracking 2 ribs. With the arrival of debutant Craig Wilson, the run rate increased dramatically with Wilson scoring 94 not out off 90 balls when John Harrop declared the innings closed as we reached 185-6 off 43 overs. This included two of the longest straight 6s ever seen on the ground. Setting the school the target with 38 overs to be bowled, they started at a good pace with 50 coming off the first ten overs, 56 off the next ten and the final 85 off the next 10.3 overs, getting home comfortably with six overs to spare. With the first three batsmen all scoring 50s it might have been different if an early chance had stuck and if another dismissal had been seen by one of the umpires. Fortunately for us the three top scorers will be leaving this summer so our hopes are high for next season when matches will be played on Thursdays
vs Skinner's School - won
A convincing victory by 102 runs for Kent & East Sussex in this 40 over match. Batting first on a difficult wicket both new member, Jon Thornton, and Willie Boone made 50 with Matt Quantrill 36 plus extras 38 to set a target too far for the boys. Some fine bowling by the Forty Club especially Russell Shipton 3 for 17 made scoring almost impossible and eventually the school all out 102 runs short of the target.
vs Ashville College – lost
In a 35 over game in windy conditions the North East asked Ashville to bat. All the NE bowlers bowled line and length and got Ashville out for 168 with five bowled, two LBWs and three catches. New boy O'Sullivan took 3 for 24. The North East replied and after an opening stand of 50 between Rawlings (34) and Barker (36), a middle order collapse found runs hard to come by until Wilson 15 joined Witherspoon (38) to take the score over 150. A final flurry of wickets left the visitors needing 6 off the last ball - a strike too much!
10th May 2011
vs Oakham School - lost
East Midlands put out a stronger side this year and the score soon moved to 50 for none after 8 overs with both Sedgwick and Kinch in fine form. We progressed towards 100 with a belligerent approach to batting but wickets were now starting to tumble and we found ourselves with the tables turned. What should have been a score of 200 plus off 40 overs ended at 173 all out in 37. Poor Nick Newman having his third golden duck in three years here! The school seemed confident against our seam attack and scored quickly until Sam Clulow struck for the first wicket. Far from curtailing the run flow this brought the very talented Fell to the wicket who struck the ball crisply to all parts. The spin pairing of Spiers and Newman brought some arrest to the scoring and when Newman dismissed Fell for 53 there was still some hope left for the visitors. Alas this hope proved to be short lived as they passed our total with 3 overs and 8 wickets to spare.
vs Aldenham School - lost
John Waters led the way with a most valuable half century, but it was always a struggle on a pitch of low bounce with the bowlers well supported by young, keen and athletic fielders. No one found scoring easy and eventually mere occupation of the crease was not enough – and as the scoring rate increased the wickets fell. Kirsten, a South African gap student certainly reaped the rewards of this by taking 4 late wickets. Aldenham batted sensibly and never seemed under enough pressure as they milked the bowling at will. Dropped catches did not help; nor did the slowness of us all in the field. John Elliott and Adrian Fawden were the pick of the bowlers but Eastern Counties did not create enough pressure to force mistakes. A comfortable victory but a good game of cricket played in the right spirit.
vs St Bede's School - draw
St Bede’s are one of the strongest schools in Kent & East Sussex District and this year their side included two young Sussex Women cricketers. Their total of 267-7 owed much to opener Alport’s 106, an unbeaten 55 by number eight Hodgson and 34 by wicket-keeper Carla Rudd. Nick Heater bowled eighteen overs to take 4-86. XL were never in the hunt, finishing on 170-7 as the school tried nine bowlers to prise them out. Top scorer was a ‘half century’ from ‘Mr Extras’ followed by Matt Quantrill with 34.
4th May 2011
vs Cowbridge School - draw
An understrength Wales side salvaged a valiant draw at Cowbridge. Putting the school into bat the school raced to an opening stand of 183 with the Wood brothers taking an instant liking of the 40s attack. The only bowler to make an impression was Steve Matthews who finished with 2-32. John Brazier took two fine outfield catches. The 40s got off to the worst possible reply losing opener Wyn Lloyd to the ball of the day in the second over. Steve Matthews (70) found valuable support in John James (32) and Paul Kenealy (25) before they all perished leaving Glan Williams and Phil Haines to bat out the last 8 overs to salvage a creditable draw.
vs Myerscough College- draw
The college batted first on a very flat track and their innings was dominated by a superb knock by Fayaz Ughradar who carried his bat to score 131 undefeated. For the North West, Mark Clayton instilled a little hope with 2 quick wickets to leave the score on 87 for 3 but Ughradar and Hughes [70] set about the modest XL attack to put their team in a commanding position. Ridehalgh scored a quick fire 48 and the College declared after he was out on 290 for 5. This was always going to be a difficult run chase which was made even harder after a total mix up caused Mike Davies to be Run Out without facing a ball in the first over after the restart. Two of our guest players came together after Danny Welbourne was caught and gave XL a glimmer of hope of winning putting on nearly a hundred for the 3rd wicket, Mat Kershaw scored an excellent 59 and Rizwan Shafique 30. Mark Clayton also chipped in with 41 before being caught on the edge. The College fought back with a clatter of wickets as XL slumped to 190 for 8 with 3 overs of the last hour remaning but Lee Pearson and Birchall saw XL to a very creditable draw. Another very good game played in great spirit and under sunny skies.
vs Shrewsbury School - lost
West Midlands elected to bat first on a glorious day at Shrewsbury School amidst the most spectacular setting for a cricket match one could hope for. The ever youthful Kevin Truswell and Giles Clements coped well with the early onslaught of bowling from J Aston and W Mason and after some stubborn resistance; Clements fell to Aston for 11. Partners came and went for Truswell, who almost singlehandedly steered the XL total towards respectability, before falling victim to Shrewsbury’s bowler of the game, C Farquhar, for a well earned 70. Young Farquhar ended with 5 for 55 off 18 overs, and a promising cricket career awaits his flight and guile. J. Aston ended with 2 for 42. In reply, Shrewsbury started with a flourish of runs from G Hamner and N Thompson. However, after a delay of 9 years, debutant, Andy Marsh claimed the first wicket of Hamner (54), with the wickets being uprooted in style. He later had W Mason caught by a spectacular catch from club captain Simon Hollands. Guest for the day, from the West region, John Williams returned to his former school in the 60’s, to show that age is no barrier to class as he bowled supremely well in his six overs, to claim 1 for 17. Chasing a total of 174, Shrewsbury School reached the target with 6 overs remaining of the last 20 to secure a well deserved victory, and redress the loss of 2010. A huge vote of thanks goes once again to Rob Morris for the magnificent hospitality afforded to the Forty Club, and the sumptuous dinner given after the game. What a pleasure it is to play at schools like this, and we should be ever thankful of the chance. It was fitting that Cricket Coordinator, Richard Evans and his wife Jenny, chose this game to watch, and I am sure Richard echoes my sentiments. In my humble opinion, Shrewsbury School deserve to be recognised as potential candidates for the 2011 Henry Grierson Trophy, in tribute to the 75th anniversary of this man’s vision for playing school cricket. We eagerly look forward to visiting Shrewsbury School again in 2012.
vs Alleyn's School - lost
This was not a good day on a wicket keeping low, on which to bat first and after David Steele, from the first ball of the innings, and John Olufawo had both departed for ducks in contrast to their combined batting total of 215 on the previous day, things didn’t really get any easier. John Thornton stuck at it doggedly with both Andy Graham and Olly Lucking, whose 37 on his XL debut would have been a much higher score on a better track, until after an excellent lunch. With conditions easing a little, Jim Bridgeman played a tidy and important knock of 42 and Ron Hart and Ian Absolon pushed on to a defensible total. Particular credit is due to the School’s quite quick opening bowlers, Forde and Petrides, but all of those given the ball by their skipper bowled creditably. Kent & East Sussex were really an opening bowler short and despite the best efforts of Jim Dodgin and Ian Absolon, the openers looked to be on track for a big stand. Having reached 58 without loss, however, wickets began to fall (3 on 108, with Bridgeman and Olufawo bowling tightly in tandem) despite a very good 50 from opener Mayes. With 6 wickets down and 40 needed at 5 an over, Kent & East Sussex looked as though they might be in with a chance but Handy lived up to his name with a very mature innings of just that description, totalling 48 not out and seeing the School home in the second to last over. Thanks to Tony March for umpiring and, as ever, to the School for their hospitality and another very good game.
vs Wymondham College - lost
On a fickle dry wicket Eastern Counties did well to reach 215 thanks to a skilled innings by Lance Taylor of 69 not out. Leech and Walker then took XL’s friendly bowling apart taking the school to a comfortable victory.
vs South Craven School – won
After a slow start the North East gradually got to 83 for 2 wickets. Wickets fell until 111 for 7.Tony Wilson scored a late 32 which with Geoff Barker's 52 got the visitors to 156 from their 35 overs. All the wickets were shared between 10 SCS bowlers. Wilkinson and Suri put on over 60 for SCS before Tony Sheppard took 7 wickets for 22 runs. Tony Wilson picked up 2 wickets and Geoff barker 1 to leave SCS 8 runs short of victory.
vs Ryde School - lost
South batted first and reached 146 for the 2nd wicket with some impressive scoring from Sam Thompson (97), including seven 6s and eleven 4s (28 scoring shots), including one huge straight blow that hit the tiles on the top of the school above the Headmaster’s office. He was steadily assisted by Neil Blackey (57). A further contribution from Paul Whittle (62) with support from various colleagues posted a competitive target for Ryde School by mid afternoon. The School were admirable, bowling 53 overs and keeping their focus of not letting the game run away from them even with the runs flowing; Asher led the attack (16 overs, 1 mdn, 3 wkts for 76 runs) with good support from Warwick (11 overs, 1 mdn, 2 wkts for 49 runs). The South bowling attack of Les Loader and Greg Butler both took wickets in their first overs, and the School team were very muted with 2 wickets down and no runs scored! However, it brought out more determination from the School team with Grant and Leggett putting on an impressive 100 partnership for the 3rd wicket. Grant looked to challenge Thompson’s earlier scoring (six 6s, seventeen 4s) before another big shot towards the boundary was caught off the bowling of Thompson. The match was now well and truly alight as a battle for the honours of the victory. South catches were sticking (Whittle x3) and some smart stumping by the evergreen wicket keeper (Vimpany x2) as the Ryde batsmen looked to score the runs with the final hour and 20 overs counting down. Wickets fell steadily and the South total looked as if it might be enough as Thompson atoned for missing his 100 with the bat by taking 5 wickets with his rarely seen bowling (11 overs, for 65 runs), The Ryde team had other plans for the outcome as real grit and resolve was shown when with 9 wickets already lost, batsmen 10 and 11 for this day, Bonnett (8) and Weekings (14) scored the remaining 25 runs to clinch the win. The match saw 560 runs, 17 wickets, 92 overs, one 100 and four 50s plus a 5-for and just about everything else to make a fantastic all round match (run out, stumpings, catches, sixes a plenty, etc). Ryde School used a rotating squad to give several players from the 1st XI and development team experience of a longer, all day declaration match as they have few opportunities for this form of the game. The match for The Forty Club v Ryde School always makes for a long but very enjoyable cricket day out for XL players early in the season: many XL team members travelling from afar and long hours by car, ferry and hovercraft. The School always provides a minibus collect and return from the jetty at Ryde seafront, with tea/coffee on arrival, a pleasant leisurely lunch, tea and beers with refreshments afterwards. This year Ryde School presented to XL Club a school crest plaque in commemoration of the on-going sporting fixtures. Lunch (1.45pm) is taken late with players in blazers to allow the school pupils to eat in the dining rooms first and many enjoy sitting on the grassy banks in the sunshine ot watch the late morning part of the match, sometimes over 100 spectating. The School has a new cricket pavilion with very good facilities, XL Club were the first ever team to use the new changing rooms and building two years ago. This is the third consecutive year of really close encounters, two years ago (2009) Ryde School won in the final over and last year (2010) XL Club took the honours in another close match. The game is played in excellent but competitive sporting contest but proper fair and courteous conduct befitting of the XL Club tradition. Ryde School are without doubt worthy recommendation of the South District 2011 Best School award and also should be considered as extremely appropriate contenders for the 2011, 75th Anniversary, XL national Henry Grierson Trophy of the Forty Club.
3rd May 2011
vs Gresham's School - won
Attacking innings by David Steele, Chris Sutton and Pat Dewing took Eastern Counties to an imposing 261-3 off 40 overs of somewhat wayward school bowling. Mark Lester, Jim Dodgin and Stuart Bartram then took wickets regularly to ensure a comfortable XL victory. However, Eastern Counties caught as many catches as they dropped, which is unusual for XL. A good all round performance to which everyone contributed.
Inter-District Trophy:
Surrey & West Sussex vs Kent & East Sussex - K&ES won
With the home district packed with batting and looking short of frontline bowling, a high-scoring match was in prospect. Taking first innings, Surrey & West Sussex’s 45 overs yielded 290 runs for 6 wickets. Stephen King(111) played the anchor role, with Andy Homewood (36) and Grahame Neale (57) increasing the tempo later on. Nick Heater took 3 for 53 and Peter Hartland 1 for 34 in their allotted nine overs. Keeper Simon Routh had a catch and three good stumpings. After tea, Kent & East Sussex lost Nigel Keess for a brisk 25, which brought in John Olufawo to join Matt Quantrill with 35 on the board. The pair soon established complete control and knocked off the remaining 257 runs with four overs remaining. Olufawo finished on 138 and Quantrill 118.
vs Merchiston Castle School - won
For the first time in eight seasons Scotland won against Merchiston Castle School. A good game featured tight bowling and energetic fielding that restricted MCS to 204-6. A good start was required and it wasn't until Tinus Huyser and Paul Coffey came together at the fall of the third wicket that we believed the total was in reach. Paul (58no) and Tinus (88) put on 62 for the 4th wicket and Paul and David Ramsay saw the side home by 6 wickets as we reached 208-4 with overs in hand.
1st May 2011
vs Gordonstoun School - won
A little later than usual Scotland travelled to Moray to play Gordonstoun School. Several prospective candidates were making their debut and all had a hand to play in an excellent match. David Johnston won the toss and decided to take first use of what looked like a great wicket. After an early loss Richard Donald andJonathon Barrett settled down a put together a stand of 180 for the second wicket. Both players recorded centuries, Richard 108 and Jonathon ended on 101 no. The Forty Club declared at Tea on 314-7 with another debutant Neil McHattie hitting a quick fire 43. The school battled hard after tea and a stand of 100 had them 140-3 however wickets started to tumble at a regular rate and two further debutants, Dave Miller (3-20) and Gary Coutts (3-10) ensured a 113 run win as Gordonstoun were bundled out for 201. A great day in the sunshine and all looking forward already to 2012
29th April 2011
vs Saffron Walden Academy - won
The Academy’s young side could not restrict Eastern Counties free-flowing batsmen. Once the Academy’s openers were out, their middle order was unable to accelerate, even against EC’s aged bowlers and ended up well short at the end of their 40 overs.
28th April 2011
vs Sutton Valence School - lost
Sutton Valance having won the toss elected to field on a very cold and windy afternoon. The Kent & East Sussex openers, Willey Boone and Hadleigh Luff, got off to a bad start with Hadleigh loosing his wicket without scoring. However, batsman Robert Warne progressed steadily reaching his 50 off 53 balls and with some superb scoring shots obtained his 100 off 97 balls, hitting 17 fours 2 sixes. The second wicket of Willey Boone fell when the score was121, the third wicket of Robert Warne at 184 and the last before the declaration at 203 The second highest scoring batsman was Kevin Ambanpola with 46. Following the tea break, the school’s openers D Cook and A Newman played a few good early shots before the first wicket fell at 38, with Burnham retiring on 23. The last 20 overs saw Leale-Greene and Woodcock scoring 74 and 28 respectively and reaching the required total with three over’s to spare. A good win and batting performance by the school.
vs Leicester Over 50's - lost
In a match where the East Midlands batsmen settled in, only Nigel Kinch with 46no managed to make a significant score as we reached 197-7 in our 40 overs. Our hosts, with several of our members playing for them, plus a further four probationers who will qualify for their 'Over 50s' membership in 31 years time, managed to pass our total in the 34th over for the loss of just 3 wickets, with XL member Ian Simpson blasting 107no.
27th April 2011
vs Birkenhead School - won
After winning the toss and electing to bat, Birkenhead, after the early loss of Roden, went about their task with relish, Sturgess and Lamb putting on 104 for the 2nd wicket. Lamb went on to score 59 but his partner was unluckily run out on 49. The school scored 166 in their 35 overs. In reply North West’s Danny Welbourne and Eddie McLoughlin put on 50 brisk runs for the first wicket; Danny went on to be the mainstay of the club’s reply with 72. He and Kevin Anderson (on debut) put on another 81 for the second wicket, the latter scoring 28. The victory was sealed on the penultimate ball of the day as Chris Dearden and Paul Kershaw saw the club home by 6 wickets. XL suffered a severe pasting in this fixture last year so this win is very encouraging for the rest of the summer. Thanks go to Birkenhead School for their great hospitality.
vs Bedford Modern School - lost
26th April 2011
vs Warwick School - won
Warwick School won the toss and elected to bat on a hard track due to the recent hot weather. This proved a good choice with Pigott and Tedstone scoring freely. Pigott then played across the line and holed out at mid wicket to a very sharp catch from Clements off the bowling of debutant, Dave Hawkes. Howard joined Tedstone, and both played some excellent shots before perishing to two good catches by Strong off the bowling of Wild and Murphy. It was obviously Dave Murphy’s day, as he then claimed another good wicket with another great catch from Strong to remove Philpot. All three batsmen just failed to reach 50, and with Couzens also falling to Murphy for 41, the tail was mopped up with two more wickets from Wild. However, the undoubted star bowler of the day was David Murphy, who notched up 6 for 60 off 11.4 overs to leave school on 217 all out after 41 overs. In reply, XL openers John Waters and Richard Cooper played their normal solid games to push the score along in the hope of keeping up with a high run rate. Waters and Cooper eventually fell to Walters for 32 and 31 respectively. Dave Hawkes and Mike Bainton carried on the charge, but once they had perished for 20 and 22 respectively, off the bowling of Dunant & Couzens, half way through the last 20 overs, the shutters were put up to secure a creditable draw. West Midlands XL eventually ended on 160 for 5.
vs Taunton School - lost
Taunton School pupils and staff had not officially returned to School after the Easter holidays but the Westwere received well by all concerned. A beautifully prepared pitch and grounds bathed in sunshine provided the backdrop to school captain Tony Abell winning the toss and electing to bat. A steady opening XL attack of T Robinson (1-24) and W Buckingham (1-21) kept the openers in check and after four overs with the school 12 for 1 after Solanki was bowled by Buckingham an even contest looked on. After the second wicket falling at 45 the school progressed well with Abell and very well compiled 58 and G Cook a quick 48. The middle spell of overs by A Steele (2-51) and G Poulton (1-42) saw some control back with XL but C Miles hitting 78 not out in 38 balls took the school to an impressive 253-6 declared. Tea taken on the lawn in front of the magnificent main school building and everyone in good spirits, the XL Club opened their reply. After 3 overs the quick H Popplewell (1-15) and allrounder G Cook dreams were shattered and XL stood at 8 for 3 and the reply in tatters. After their opening 10 overs XL had lost one more wicket and were 34 for 4. S Reeves 44 and G Poulton took 11 overs to steady the ship and added 61 to break for drinks at the 20 overs point, with XL needing another 160 to win. Both then fell quickly to left arm spinner D Sibal (3-15) and then with wickets falling regularly and the returning pace of Popplewell (3-16) the innings folded to 120 all out for a School win by 133 runs. A big thank you to Taunton School, the ground and catering staff and the overall management and influence of good spirited, competitive cricket on the boys by Simon Hogg.
vs Loretto School - won
A fine day at Musselburgh greeted Scotland for this second game of the season. Richard Donald won the toss and batted first on a firm wicket.At 34-3 a couple of good partnerships were required Ed Jenkins (28) and Paul Coffey put on 34 and when Coffey (56) was out the score had reached 141-7. A burst of late hitting by Ramsay and Young allowed us to declare at tea on 164-9. A competitive total was the general agreement over tea but we hadn't seen how the Loretto openers would play. After eight overs they were 68-0 and enjoying the pace of Ramsay and Baird. Loretto's young South African wicketkeeper was playing exceptionally well and both openers looked well set. However after 10 overs with the score on 74 the wily Cameron tempted the batter out his crease and Alex Steele completed a very nice stumping, next ball the new batsmen badly misjudged a run and suddenly two wickets had fallen in two balls. Pyne-James completed a good fifty before Richard Young tempted him into one big shot too many, one ball later and the score was 87-4. Siggy couldn't complete the hat trick but it was now game on. A further bowling change from skipper Donald and suddenly it was 102-6 as Bailwal also had two in two. Next over a catch from Neill off Young and Loretto were 102-7 and facing an embarrassing collapse. When Bailwal grabbed his third wicket with the score on 110 surely it was all over. No, Loretto's captain was well supported by his number 10 and forty runs came in jig time. Eight to win with over 30 minutes remaining surely no more twists but again yes, first Cameron yorked skipper Munsey and then Young collected his fourth wicket to complete an excellent win
19th April 2011
vs Fettes College - draw
20 degrees Centigrade on the 19th April, unheard off, that's what welcomed Scotland to Fettes in 2011. Iain Moir won the toss and invited the school to bat. A bad start, four loose overs and an afternoon of chasing leather looked on the cards, but Sandy Baird (3-30) and John Cameron (2-37)brought some sort of respectability. A fine opening stand of 127 was broken by Cameron when the first of four good catches was taken by Angus MacPherson, five runs later Colin Neill took a spectacular tumbling effort and some normality was brought to proceedings. The school batted very well but perhaps over estimated the Forty Club ability to chase down their large total. Four early wickets didn't help but Johnnie Graham (45) with first Doug Smith and then captain Moir guided as to safety and the draw. A fine afternoon of weather, cricket and sportsmanship a good start to our 75th year
14th April 2011
vs Repton School - lost
Jason Gorman and Alan Cook took the new ball for East Midlands on a straw coloured track and made the schoolbatsmen work hard for their runs progressing to 41-1 after 12 overs. At half way with the score at 74-3, the Repton middle order then started to take the attack to the bowlers, Eldred (57) Fletcher (39) and a quick 32no from Hodge took the school to 200-6.'Percy’Hurst with 3-21 was the pick of our bowlers. Freddie Price and Richard Sharp opened the innings and when Price was beaten by an inswinging beauty in the 1st over, 0-1 was not the start we had hoped for. Old Reptonian Robert Smith helped Sharp take the score to 32 when Sharpe was bowled. Gorman made his way to the middle and immediately started to despatch the ball to all parts. After 24 overs the score stood at 109-5 and the match was evenly poised, Gorman eventually fell for 55 & although Stanyer made a useful 32, it was not enough to get EC home, falling 25 runs short.
Feb 14th to Mar 3rd
Australia & Hong Kong Tour
Hong Kong CC - lost - scorecard
The opening match of the 75th Anniversary Tour was played at the spectacular ground of Hong Kong CC in weather more akin to a late autumn day in the UK. The 35 over a side match featured a number of firsts for the XL Club but none more interesting than the opening partnership for HKCC between R Miles and his daughter, Natasha, who showed her class in scoring 28 (retired). This is a name that you may care to look out for this season. An MCC Young Cricketer, having spent the past three months in New Zealand, she is pushing hard for a starting place in the England Ladies cricket team. This match was won and lost in the last three overs of the HKCC innings when 40 runs were added to the total. In reply Tim Moult (33), Robert Smith (30), Robbie Barker (32) and Paul Keneally (31) all showed good form with the bat but as all retired, the innings lost momentum and the XL innings closed eight runs short. 
Kowloon CC - lost - scorecard
35 overs a side played on the home of the famous Hong Kong sixes 
Mosman Masters XI - lost - scorecard
The Mosman club has been home to Stan McCabe, Ian Craig and Allan Border, after whom the ground is now named. The hosts scored freely throughout their 35 overs, closing on 221-8. Andy Jenner took 3 for 29.In their first innings of the Australian leg of the tour, XL were never up with the required run rate. Opener Geoff Barker made a polished 51 but the tourists could only muster 128-6.
Manly Masters XI - lost - scorecard
At the impressive Manly Oval, the home team's openers smashed 55 off the first six overs, former NSW man Paul Marks playing some glorious strokes. But XL's bowlers fought back strongly and, with the help of several excellent catches, dismissed the Masters for 182 with ten of their forty overs unused. Peter Hartland claimed 4-27, Bill Slinger 3-54 and Norman Gray 3-10. At tea the tourists were welcomed by the Lady Mayor of Manly. XL made a solid start in response with Andy Meads (43) and Tim Moult (41) adding 86 for the first wicket. But once again Australian out cricket proved too tight and the visitors finished 46 runs short.
Lane Cove CC - lost - scorecard
Bradman Foundation XI
The Bradman Foundation XI became the Australian Transplant CC and the plot developed into 2 x T20s played on the wonderful oval at Parramatta. We put out 2 teams and they played with a squad of 13 or so players. We won the first match for 5 runs, and won the second off the last ball of the game. The Australian Transplant CC are touring the UK in 2011 - see the Noticeboard forinformation.
Australian Transplant CC 'A' - won - scorecard
Australian Transplant CC 'B' - won - scorecard
Success for the first time on tour for the XL Tourists in both T20 matches against the Australian Transplant CC and with it The Antipodean Cup. We will look to defend this trophy at Tunbridge Wells in the summer when the Australian Transplant CC tours the UK.
Warringah Masters - lost - scorecard
Not a good day at the tour office for the Forty Club! Only Peter Hartland turned in a performance with the ball and only Paul Keneally managed a decent score with the bat – and the result was a resounding defeat. With age cricket in Australia being divided into Masters (over 40s), Classics (over 50s) and Legends (over 60s), it should have been easier to find and arrange an opposition which matched the age profile of the XL tourists, but even so they didn’t really come to the party!
Cricketers’ Club of NSW - lost - scorecard 
We played 25 overs each, then had a break, then went back out under the lights for another 20 overs each
After a fine start the XL middle order failed to push on and build up the innings. The openers seemed to be well in control, but after their enforced retiral at 50 only Paul Keneally and Bill Slinger were able to make a score. In the field it was Bill Slinger again who put in the performance, but Howard Clay took 2 useful wickets. The match was played on a beautiful oval setting in Camperdown in south west Sydney, but the pitch and outfield didn’t really match up to the view! However the hospitality was second to none and a splendid evening was enjoyed after the match.
Caloundra CC - lost - scorecard
This was a scorer’s nightmare to score as batsmen came and went, retiring and not going back in or being out and going back in! XL members played on both sides, and it was good to see EM DC Peter Mason turning out during his holiday in Australia! The match was played in 2 halves – both sides had 25 overs batting and then after tea, they had another 20 overs each under the lights. Stuart Spalding had arranged an excellent venue with good organisation and everyone was looked after very well. The cricket was not the greatest but the home side enjoyed an easy victory. It was good to see XL member Ernest Tyerman turning out to watch and chatting to some of his old XL mates.
Matthew Flinders Anglican College - lost - scorecard 
Postponed due to weather - rescheduled for Tues 8th March
A T/20 is not an ideal form of cricket for the XL Club to play, but the original fixture had to be postponed because of poor weather and there was only time in the school calendar for the short game on the replacement date. The school openers set off at a tremendous rate and 6s rained around the ground. Once they had retired, the game settled down a bit. Norman Gray bowled well to concede only 7 runs, and Geoff Barker took a fantastic catch off his own bowling. XL knew that they had to score quickly: hitting the ball a long way was not always a problem, but running quickly was! After the quickies had sprayed it around a bit, the school spinners bowled well. After the match, presentations were made to the School, to the master i/c cricket, to the captain Matt Cook, and to their star fielder. It was an enjoyable if short day played amongst some very pleasant young men representing their super school.
Sunshine Coast Breast Cancer XI
Postponed due to weather
Maroochydore CC Invitation XI - won - scorecard
After lots of rain over the weekend, with 2 matches cancelled, Stuart Spalding arranged for the touring party to play at Maroochydore CC and arranged for 6 youngsters to make up the two XIs. All the youngsters came from the Brad Murphy cricket academy and one from Scotland had already played against the Forty Club (Scotland) when he was in the Kelvinside Academy 1st XI. Anyway they added a bit of bowling flare and speed plus a lot of help in the field. Otherwise this was a friendly day out for the tourists and just a social game of cricket. Stuart Spalding arranged an excellent lunch and despite the nightmare of transport arrangements there and back, the day was a fun one even though we were on and off for rain many times.
Feb 2011
Eastern Counties Tour to Dubai (part of 75th Anniversary Celebrations)
Match 1: vs Phoenix CC - won - scorecard
35 overs day/night match
Sharjah Cricket Council obliged us by turning out a partially aged invitation XI from Phoenix CC who found Rhodes, Singh and Sheppard difficult to get away for more than 4 an over. When XL batted Rob Warne (79 not out off 107 balls) and Dave Clarke 29 - unluckily stumped off the keeper’s pads – off 41 balls got us away to a fine start. Freddy Khan with 28 including a six over mid-wicket took us home to a comfortable victory by 9 wickets off just 28 overs, Freddy mysteriously retiring with only a few runs still required with one of numerous ailments he had been complaining about, later characterised as “heartburn”. Running a three may have brought on this sudden condition. Thanks to Sharjah Cricket Council for staging this very enjoyable day/night match.
Match 2: vs Friends of Kerala CC - lost - scorecard
40 overs day/night match
Tony Rhodes excelled with the bat, hitting a huge six into the first tier of the stand at long on, but XL were unable to accelerate after he was out in the 26th over on 136-3, thanks to excellent ground fielding by Friends CC and XL’s usual lack of fitness. With Friends CC 155-7 after 30 overs (compared to XL’s 163-4 at the same stage), after Pat Ellerbeck’s excellent catch on the extra cover boundary had dismissed star batsman Naran Kutty, XL looked favourites. But an enterprising 8th wicket stand between Saji and Sachin took the Indians home in the last over, aided and abetted by the usual plethora of dropped catches and slow ground fielding. An exciting match between two well-matched touring sides, age and fielding eventually making the difference. Thanks to Mr Ali Jafri of the Sharjah Cricket Council for staging two day/night matches at this excellent venue. Great fun for everyone. 
Match 3: vs Dubai Cricket Council Veterans - lost - scorecard
30 over match
The DCC’s Veterans XI had 4 players who had represented the UAE in the 1996 World Cup, though as Pat Ellerbeck hit one of them (Hyder) for six, we have told him that Hyder was only the coach driver! The match was played at one of the two back-to-back grass ovals near the new Dubai stadium, with different strips replicating wickets in the main Test-playing nations – we played “in Pakistan”. XL started in the field shambolically, with 4 overthrows due to non-backing-up and the usual quota of missed catches. Tony Rhodes and Pat Ellerbeck pulled things back for XL and we restricted the home team to 173-9 off their 30 overs. XL were cruising thanks to a well-paced and aggressive 62 by Dave Clarke, who was run out due to the non-striker not responding to his call for a comfortable single. From then on wickets fell regularly, culminating, despite a typical Ellerbeck cameo, in an exciting last over finish. Last wicket pair Rob Nelson and Ian Starling needed 6 off the last over but managed only 2 before Ian Starling was stumped in confusion as to the whereabouts of the ball. A great finish and we were privileged to play on what must be one of the best cricket ovals in the world (used earlier in the week by several World Cup teams for practice games and in December by the South African test team).
Match 4: vs Sharjah Cricket Academy - won - scorecard
Declaration day/night match – 1.30 p.m. to 7 p.m. + 20 overs
The Al Dhaid cricket ground is in the desert near the oasis town of Al Dhaid in Sharjah. It was opened in 2009 and is used mainly for youth cricket. The wicket is hard rolled earth and is skiddy and low, which accounted for several of our batsmen due to the low bounce. Dust in the eyes from a constant sand storm is our excuse for slumping to 15 for 3 against the boys’ generally accurate bowling. We arranged a 12 a-side day/night time game, a new concept to XL and certainly to the boys of the Sharjah Cricket Academy, who were mystified when XL’s innings continued first beyond 40 and then 50 overs. Good knocks by Dave Fisher and Rob Warne, well supported by Paul Constantinidi and Paul Whittle, took us to 210 all out off 56 overs, a pleasing score on a slow wicket and even slower outfield. Tony Sheppard then took over proceedings bowling unchanged 23.4 overs of accurate slow-medium, well supported by Gordon Watts and John Lodge, and amazingly, despite the low floodlights, some efficient catching. Are bowling figures of 23.4 – 3 – 60 – 8 an XL tour record ? Tony was duly given the “grandad” of the match award; the boys returned home bemused by time cricket and by being bowled out by a 60-year old.
From the archivist:
Tony Sheppard's figures of 8 for 60 are comfortably the best achieved on an Overseas Tour since tours to distant lands started in 1991. 
Since then there have been four occasions when bowlers have taken six wickets, but no one in that time has bowled more than 16 overs in an innings (23.4 overs in Sharjah sounds worthy of a medal, but it may be that night time conditions are tolerable). However, if one includes the Triangular Tournament tours, the best overseas bowling figures are 8 for 22 (including a hat-trick!) by CB Clarke against S.G.S in Holland in 1967. Bertie Clarke was a former West Indian Test player and an outstanding leg break and googly bowler. There were also figures of 9 for 24 by Francis Appleyard in 1961 against Victoria College, Jersey on a tour of Jersey, although that hardly counts as " Overseas ". Tony Sheppard becomes the nineteenth bowler to take 8 wickets in an innings for The Forty Club (six bowlers have taken nine wickets).
Match 5: vs Abu Dhabi Cricket Council - lost - scorecard
30 over match
A high scoring defeat in a 30 over game to Abu Dhabi CC who turned out a veterans XI, but with the UAE opening batsman Amjad Ali and coach Qazi Ayub because they feared we would otherwise be too strong for them. Amjad ran amok and could not be persuaded to retire until he had scored 172 not out with 10 sixes and 19 fours. The tourists responded admirably and to make a point that a team consists of 11 players (in fact in this case 12) Rob Warne retired undefeated on 52. Good knocks from Dave Clarke and Paul Constantinidi enabled us to make a very honourable 250 all out off 29.4 overs - in fact if our batsmen had been fit enough to run 2s rather singles we could even have won! Fantastic venue - the lights are so good it is like playing in daylight.

