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The Forty Club Autumn 2010 tour to Italy 

The recent tour to Italy brought a number of surprises to the 30 plus tourists. First we were billeted in a different hotel to the 
one originally booked. Second it rained at the start and the finish of the tour. Third, a couple of the pitches were unlike any-
thing that you could imagine. But fourth, in every case, the opposition were hospitable, delighted to see us, good hosts and 
good company! 

!ƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ aƛƭŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿέ {ŜǘǘƛƳƻ aƛƭŀƴŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ς so no baseball pitch for us this time! 
¢ƘŜ ΨƻǾŀƭΩ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊǇŜǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǳǘŦƛŜƭŘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƳŜŀŘƻǿ ƎǊŀǎs. 
There were no other facilities except a disused gymnasium where the players changed, and so it was very much a self-help af-
fair which included opening up the ground and putting out the chairs! It rained on the first match day and the game was re-
duced to a 25 over session ς and unsurprisingly Milan CC came out on top beating XL by 25 runs. They scored 138 for 6 and the 
Forty Club reached 113 for 9. Ron Hart took 3 for 38 and Robert Smith scored 44.  After the match we retired to a local risto-
rante with our hosts and an enjoyable evening followed. 

The second match against Eurotom CC was blessed with fine weather and so the full 40 overs were achieved.  XL batted first 
and reached 148 for 9 with Paul Spencer scoring 49, but Eurotom cruised past us with 154 for 5 to win by 5wickets. Peter 
Owens was swinging the ball well and took 2 for 19 from his 8 overs. 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƳŀǘŎƘΣ н Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƎƻƭŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ aŜƴŀƎƎƛƻ D/Σ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ YƛƴƎǎƎǊƻǾŜ // ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ 
efforts to turn out a composite XI of over 40s players which included some Italians. This was more in our league and although 
Kingsgrove scored 184 all out, the Forty Club notched up the first and only win of the tour with fine scores from Robert Smith 
(44), Paul Spencer (50) and Arthur van Lunszen (31) helping us to a 3 wicket win. Earlier Peter Owens had taken 3 for 25 and 
Arthur van Lunszen 3 for 24. Players were cock-a-hoop and all the tourists went to the ristorante in buoyant and exhilarated 
mood! The vino rosso was going to flow! 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ǊŜǎǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ǊŜǾƛǎƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ±ŜƴƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƎƻƭŦ ŀǘ 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ /ŀΩ ŘŜƭƭŀ bŀǾŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ н ƳƻǊŜ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘΦ ±ŜǊȅ ǎŀŘƭȅ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Friday night resulted in the Venezia CC match being cancelled because the ground was unfit for play. 

The final match was against Casteller CC and it was to be played on a rugby pitch, albeit with a coconut mat laid. The grass un-
ŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ Ƴƻǿƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ п ǘƻ рέ ƻŦ ŀ ǊǳƎōȅ ŦƛŜƭŘΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
double-edged weapon: the benefit was that the XL fielders hardly had to move when the ball came towards them ς but second 
ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜŘ ·[ ǎǘǊƻƪŜ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ άƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀǊŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛr!  
Anyway, Casteller did it better than we did in this 40 over match and won by 39 runs. They scored 121 all out, with Arthur van 
Lunszen taking 3 for 21 and Ron Hart 2 for 15, and the Forty Club only made it to 82 for 8. 

After the presentations we retired to a bar in Treviso and a convivial evening ensued. The following final free day, and a wet 
one, was spent in Venice or Padua or wherever and then the following day the party flew back to England. On the whole the 
pluses outnumbered the minuses, and players and non players had enjoyed a pleasant stay in Italy. They will remember Lake 
Como in the sunshine, Bellagio, the food and wine, Milan, Venice, two golf courses and some new-found friends and enthusias-
tic cricketers, and even some of the cricket; but they will perhaps try to let slip from their memory the bus journeys up and 
down the shore of Lake Como, the state of some pitches, and the pavilions (or lack of them)!       

Robert Smith sweeping, Peter Owens driving and the 2 teams in the Kingsgrove CC match assembled on the right. 



T H E  F O R T Y  C L U B  N E W S LE T T E R 
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Northwest District Golf Day 

Northwest District held their annual end of season Golf Day on September 30th at the very pleasant Garstang Country Club in Lancashire 

on a day where the sun shone brightly, unlike at a very wet Celtic Manor for the Ryder Cup.  The course at Garstang is a relatively flat 

part of the County Palatine with some very amenable fairways but with smallish greens making for tricky but entertaining golf. It also 

meanders alongside the River Wyre for several of the early holes and it has to be said that it was visited on more than one occasion. 

!ǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ b² ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ .ƻƭǘƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘing 

champions from 2009 along with Sedbergh School and two teams from Bury Grammar School. It became very obvious that the schools 

had sent young and talented golfers who unlike their more senior counterparts from XL took on the course with no fear and all four 

teams scored highly using Stableford Rules. 

¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƻƴ ōȅ .ƻƭǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ уфΣ Ƨǳǎǘ п Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ {ŜŘōŜǊƎƘΦ .ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎ /ƻŦŦŜȅΣ Sam Tow-

ŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭ 5ƻǿƛŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǊƻǳƴŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ōȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 9ǾŀƴǎΣ ·[Ωǎ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǘȅ /ƭǳō /ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ·[ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ .ƛƭƭȅ {ƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƘƻ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ bƛƎŜƭ .ŀǊǊƻǿΩs team 

for the first time in three years. Nigel however did not go away empty handed as he won the prize for the longest drive on the  18th 

ƘƻƭŜΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ hǿŜƴ ƻŦ .ǳǊȅ DǊŀƳƳŀǊΩǎ  bƻΦм ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ моth. In fact George was the only person in 

any of the teams to actually hit the green and stay on it! 

Richard Evans was thanked by Billy Slinger for putting in the hard work organising what was an enjoyable day and Richard in turn 

thanked the schools for taking part and those members and guests from XL for supporting it. Next year the event will hopefully be held 

at the championship qualifying course at Pleasington near Blackburn where teams are invited not only from the Northwest but for any-

one who fancies a trip to Lancashire. 

                    More Photos from the Italian Job 

On the left Mike de Morgan of Milan CC receives his XL shield: in the centre a track is laid at Casteller: and they receive their pennant 

 

Billy Slinger and his team won the XL Cup 

Bolton School were the worthy  

 Winners of the 2010 School Cup Nigel Barrow won the Longest Drive 



T H E  F O R T Y  C L U B  N E W S LE T T E R 

THE FINALS OF THE INTER DISTRICT TOURNAMENT 

In an exciting final at Kenilworth Wardens CC in Warwickshire, the West Midlands XI skippered by Simon Hollands beat the East Midlands XI. 

Despite the overnight rain and the damp ground EM won the toss and elected to bat. Their initial scoring was slow, as Tim Holt and Mark 

Blatherwick found it hard to get the ball away. Tony Pridmore scored a magnificent 107 not out and together with Mark BlatherwicƪΩǎ ул ǿŀǎ 

responsible for much of the final score of 255. 

Similar batting problems beset the WM side as they began their reply. Giles Clements was c & b for 29 and Kevin Truswell soon followed him 

to the pavilion for 46. Julian Morris and Simon Hollands then settled in at the crease and began to dominate proceedings. With fine strokes 

to all corners of the ground they reached the team target in the 43rd over, Julian unbeaten on 74 and Simon unbeaten on 61. 

The bowlers did not have the happiest of days! Only 2 wickets fell in the EM innings, with Cross and Strong taking one apiece and in the WM 

innings Simpson got 2. 

Nearly 88 overs were bowled: 515 runs scored in the match: sunshine [almost] throughout the match: and a decent crowd of supporters 

willing on both sides in what was a very good game of cricket. 

Finally, Chairman of the Club Barrie Hunter presented the Michael Barton Trophy to the WM skipper, Simon Hollands. 

 

In the two semi finals played the day before, North West district had played West Midlands, and Kent & East Sussex had played East Mid-

lands. There was rain about on the Tuesday and the NW vs EM match was subject to Duckworth Lewis implications. NW had set a target of 

188 in their 40 overs. After the rain had cleared, the WM target was reduced to 178 and they reached this with 6 wickets in hand. For the 

North West, Priestley (55), Hope (17), Dearden (21) Deakin (15), Whitehead (20) and Story (30) all made a start and it was the WM spinner 

Hartley who did the damage with 4 wickets. 

In the WM innings Roscoe took two of the wickets and Deakin and Mather got one apiece. 

In the other semi final CP fell victim to EM and then in the play-off for third place on the Wednesday, they also fell victim to NW. 

Congratulations to West Midlands for a fine win. Commiserations to East Midlands, North West and Kent & East Sussex ς and a huge Forty 

Club thank you to John Orton, chairman and groundsman of Kenilworth Wardens CC for the use of their facilities, for all the work John did to 

get two grounds to a playable condition, and to all the staff who helped to make this such an enjoyable occasion. 

On the evening of the semi-finals, Peter Baxter, the last producer for the Test Match Special programme (and a XL member), spoke at the 

Tournament Dinner and presented the Batsman of the Year award to Peter Rebera, and Bowler of the Year award to Keith Roscoe.  

 

Two scenes from South District cricket in the 2010 season.  On the left  the 2 teams in the Winchester College match gather for a photo, 

and on the right XL Match Manager Hamish Millar presents a Man of the Match XL Pennant to Jack Mynott who is a rising star of the 

Dauntseyõs School cricket  sideñas well as his Wiltshire County age-group side. 

 

The Presidentõs Appeal to Life Members. 

A big thank you to all those Life Members who have responded to the Appeal from Club President Charles Fryñwe salute you! So far 317 

Life Members have responded and this has raised £11,550.  About 625 have yet to respond to the Appeal letter and we look forward to 

them putting pen to paper! Even if they choose not to contribute, a completed Reply Form will at least enable us to confirm their mailing 

address and confirm that we are still in touch with them. 



The Forty Club website is 

www.thefortyclub.co.uk 

The New House, High Street, 

Porton, Salisbury, Wilts SP4 0LH 

Phone: 01980 610836 

Email: email@barryaitken.co.uk 

B A R R Y  A I T K E N 

X L  D E P U T Y  E D I T O R 

Extras, Byes and Wides 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǿƭǎ . . . Since the last Newsletter, XL players 

have continued to excelτJohn Waters (EM) scored 110* against Collingham & District Youth 

XI; Andy Ashfold (WE) scored 106 against Wales District: John Olufawo (CP) scored 106  

against Tenterden CC: Rob Pack (EM) took 5 for 54 in the Gentlemen of Leicestershire match: 

¢ƻƴȅ άǊǳƴ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜέ tǊƛŘƳƻǊŜ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀƴ ǳƴōŜŀǘŜƴ млт ŦƻǊ 9a ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ CƛƴŀƭΥ ŀƴŘ 

in Scotland Richard Donald scored 100* in the Carradale match. Well done to all of themτ 

ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ мт ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ мп ŦƛǾŜ ǿƛŎƪŜǘ Ƙŀǳƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΗ 

NW SECURE A FINE VICTORY 

On the 17th August NW District bowled 

first on a fine day in the shadow of Ken-

dal castle in their match against Nether-

field CC. They did well early onτthat is 

until Netherfield overseas pro Nick 

Kruger got going with the bat!  Look out 

for this lad in future Aussie teams. He 

ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀƴ ǳƴōŜŀǘŜƴ мпп ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ 

final total of 200 from their 40 overs. 

Amazingly NW kept chipping away at the 

target and in a very exciting finish man-

aged to win with 2 balls to spare with the 

last 2 batsmen at the crease.  Chris Tay-

lor top scored for XL with 64. It was a 

memorable game for all concerned. 

A NEW FIXTURE FOR SCOTLAND 

! ƴŜǿ ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŎŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

of Tyninghame on the East Coast. Greeted by fine weather, SC was fielding a strong XI and 

batted first to post the impressive score of 228 for 6 with candidate Jonny Graham falling just 

short of a century. Ed Jenkins scored a personal best of 42 and with the opposition at  39 for 3, 

the Forty Club players felt quietly confident. However a 4th wicket stand of 50 and a 5th wicket 

stand of 84 caused some concerns but when Jim Inglis removed the Tyninghame top scorer for 

97, followed by a couple of run outs,  the last 5 wickets fell for just 9 runs.  XL had won the 

inaugural match. The players then enjoyed a super BBQ at the Club and it looks certain that 

this fixture will become a permanent fixture in the XL card. 
KENT & EAST SUSSEX IN A MEMORABLE 

WIN  

Kent & East Sussex gained their first 
victory in this prestigious Herbert Hunter 
Memorial Match for 6 years. In the 
match played on the 20th August, it was 
XL's experienced regular bowlers who 
kept their heads to dismiss Bluemantles 
for 217 after a confident start by the 
hosts. The dangerous Olly Priestman (71) 
was lured down the pitch by Jaap Voge-
laar and bowled, while Barry Adams, off 
a shorter run than usual, picked up three 
good wickets with late swing. Steve 
Brown's off breaks swiftly wrapped up 
the innings. XL openers Will Stickler and 
Ray van Schoor, who had made the ac-
quaintance of the Forty Club during last 
year's tour of his native Namibia, added 
153 with high-class batting. But they had 
to work against a youthful and spirited 
Bluemantles attack who captured three 
wickets in quick succession and kept the 
game going until the 59th over. 

CANDID CAMERA IN ITALY 

Chairman of the Club Barrie Hunter in action. 

MEMORY JOGGERS 

The Club AGM will be held at the 

Farmers Club in London on the 

24th November at midday. The 

agenda will be sent out 3 weeks 

earlier.. 

*************************** 

¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊπ

ence is scheduled for the 24th 

November.  

*************************** 

 

And 

Where 

Did 

You 

Play 

Cricket 

Today? 

 

Only at the home 

of our Patron! 


