Forty Club Titbits


A miscellany of items of interest reported via The Forty Club website during the year


2012

	2012 Main Forty Club Tour

	The Itinerary for 2012's Overseas Tour to NEW ZEALAND and participation in the World Vintage Cricket Festival/Carnival in Wellington is shown below. 
FLIGHTS: with New Zealand Air (either depart 2nd March with a stopover in LA or depart 3rd March and fly direct to Auckland) - either way arrival will be on 5th March.

	Itinerary

	5th March 2012: Auckland for 7 Nights:
Match 1 vs Parnell CC: 35 overs - won by 9 wkts - Parnell 138 for 7 off 35 overs (Paul Kennealy 2 for 17, Jaap Vogelaar 2 for 20, Andy Jenner 2 for 29), with seven catches all held and some good bowling. After a rain break and with a reduced overs target of 103, The Forty Club scored 104 for 1 in reply (Jon Thornton 42 and Duncan Elder 40*)
Match 2 vs North Shore CC: 35 overs - lost by 33 runs. North Shore 174 for 9 (Andy Jenner 4 for 19, Paul Kennealy 2 for 26). The Forty Club 141 for 3 (Richard Hope 45*, Jon Thornton 40*, Duncan Elder 30)
Match 3 vs Parnell CC President's XI: 40 overs - lost by 8 wickets. The Forty Club 149 for 7 (Duncan Elder 32) Parnell 153 for 2 (Richard Hope 2 for 26)
Match 4 vs Mount Albert Grammar School: Won by 5 wickets. Mount Albert Grammar School
218 for 1 dec, The Forty Club 222 for 5 (Duncan Elder 104*, Richard Hopes 38, Jon Thornton 32). Excellent game against a good side!

	12th March 2012: Queenstown for 6 nights: staying at the Novotel Hotel Lakeside
Match 5 vs Millbrook Cricket Club at Millbrook: 40 overs - won by 48 runs. The Forty Club 171 for 5 (Richard Hope 30, Jon Thornton 30, Andy Meads 30) Millbrook 123 all out (Paul Kenneally 4 for 25, Norman Gray 3 for 34)
Game 6 vs MCC Selection at Queenstown Event Centre 
Game 7 vs Central Otago at Queenstown Event Centre

	The tour party were then stranded in Queenstown for 2 days as their plane, and all ten other similar Air NZ models was grounded for some technical reason. When they did eventually arrive in Wellington, the Forty Club played and won one match. This meant them to miss the start of the Festival in a very wet and windy Wellington. Rain washed out a further two matches, but they managed to stage, and we won, the final match.

	18th March 2012: Wellington for 7 nights: staying at the Wellington West Plaza Hotels - Participate in the World Vintage Carnival. Additional match vs Wellington College awaiting confirmation. Note a TEST MATCH between New Zealand and South Africa starts on the 23rd/24th in Wellington.

	20th March 2012: vs Wellington Wanderers CC (arranged by Evan Gray ex-NZ Test Player) at the "Old Table Lands Ground" situated on Rob Morrison's Wairarapa Estate, Martinborough, right in the middle of the wine region of the Lower North Island. There are somewhere around 20 wineries in the area. Many are walking distance and have the delights that go with them. Rob loves cricket and Wellington and he is chairman of the Kiwi Bank and has worked for a long time in Hong Kong and Asia. Clive Paton who owns Atarangi Vineyard will probably play against us. His is just an example of the vineyards close to the ground.

	"Old Table Lands"
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	The grass pitch is really good. There's grass practice pitches plus a bowling machine, plus a lovely pavilion and also a score box. The huge tree which is different, a little like Canterbury x 20! comes with its own rules. It is like having another fielder at deep gully or wide mid-on. If you smash it over the tree and over the boundary (a bloody good effort), you get 10 or something. If you hit the ball up the tree and the ball stays there, you are out caught, and you can be caught by the ball dropping out of the tree into a fielder’s hands.
It can get extremely hot there and the tree provides suitable shelter for older fielders and also a nice place to keep your drinks cool!

	The final tally of matches for the tour: Played 8, Won 4, Lost 4



	

	Eastern Counties Tour to UAE - February 2012

	Sun 5th Feb: PM Arrival at Dubai Airport. Check into hotel.
Mon 6th Feb: 
Day 4 of the 3rd test between Pakistan and England at the Dubai Cricket Stadium. England lost (again!).
1st match - a T20 - played Darjeeling CC in Dubai. XL Club lost by 16 runs: Darjeeling 147 for 7wkts (20 overs), XL Club 131 for 5 (20 overs). Scorecard
Tues 7th Feb: 
2nd match – 40 over match – played Sharjah U16s at the Al Dhaid Cricket Village - XL (213 for 5wkts) lost by 2 wkts to Sharjah U16s ( 215 for 8wkts) with 2 balls to spare. Good match with a good opposition of young cricketers. Scorecard
Weds 8th Feb: 
3rd match – XL 1st team won by 42 runs. An exciting match vs Skyline University College at Sharjah. XL Club scored (171 for 5 wkts and bowled the students out for 129 to secure a good win. Scorecard
4th match – 45 over match – XL 2nd team played Sharjah Academy at the Al Dhaid Cricket Village and lost by 4 wkts. (XL 182 for 7wkts (45 overs), Sharjah Academy 183 for 6wkts). Scorecard
After the matches we went to the Sharjah Stadium and walked on the hallowed turf! The Afghanistan squad was practising for their ODI with Pakistan on Friday, and the Pakistan squad then arrived as well and started their practice.
Thurs 9th Feb: 
5th match – 40 over Day Night Game (1700hrs start) against the Dubai Cricket Council at the splendid ICC Global World Cricket Village at the Dubai Sports City. XL Club (216 for 7wkts) won by 77 runs by bowling out the opposition for 139. Scorecard
During the latter part of our game the England disabled squad were practising in the nets and we managed to meet a few of them.
Fri 10th Feb: 
6th match - 35 over Day/Night Game against the Emirates Forties at the Global World Cricket Village. Start 1700 Hrs. Emirates (173 for 9 off 35 overs) beat XL (137 off 32.1 overs) by 36 runs - three run outs for the viitors didn't help the cause! Scorecard
Sat 11th Feb: 
7th match - 30 over 12-a-side match against the Mashreeq Bank CC at the Sharjah Stadium. Start 1130 Hrs. XL (105 for 10 off 30 overs) lost to Mashreeq Bank (107 for 2 off 17 overs). Scorecard
Sun 12th Feb: 
8th match - 26 overs match against the Sindhi Association CC at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium. Start 1130 Hrs. XL (145 for 8 off 26 overs) lost to the Sindhi Association (146 for 6 off 23.2 overs) by 4 wkts. Scorecard
13th Feb: 1st ODI between Pakistan and England at the Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi.
14th Feb: Check out from Hotel and Depart for LHR








2011

	1st Class Umpire

	One of our NW members, Mark Eggleston, was the third umpire on TV on Fri 6th May for the Clydsedale Bank 40 Group C match: Glamorgan v Essex at the SWALEC stadium. Unfortunately the match was abandoned after the first innings had completed when Glamorgan had scored 22 for 7 after their 40 overs.
Earlier in the week he had turned out against Myerscough College on 4th May: bowling 4 overs for 36 without taking a wicket and then scoring 5 when he batted. Click for more info



		The Annual Forty Club Dinner

	14th October 2011
The Savoy Hotel, London

	[image: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/Photos/2011/Oct/XL%20Dinner/2011-10-XLdinner-001.jpg]
Barry Aitken (General Secretary of The Forty Club), Tom Gurney (cricket captain of Bloxham School) and Phillip Hodson (President of the MCC) when Tom was presented with his XL Shield as the winning skipper
	[image: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/Photos/2011/Oct/XL%20Dinner/2011-10-XLdinner-002.jpg]
Tom Gurney, cricket captain of Bloxham School: awarded the Forty Club Trophy by Phillip Hodson, President of the MCC at the Forty Club dinner at the Savoy Hotel on the 14th October 2011.

	* both photos courtesy of Tony Rowe




	
	



	The Forty Club Trophy Winners 2011

	Bloxham School

	[image: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/Photos/2011/Bloxham.jpg]

	Awarded to the school adjudged to have performed best against the Forty Club during the season. Named the Forty Club Trophy (the Henry Grierson Cup) after the founder, it was initiated on the Club's 50th anniversary and is awarded for captaincy, batting, bowling, fielding, turnout, and behaviour on and off the field.







	Inter District Competition

	Winners: North West

	The Final of the 2011 Inter District tournament was played between North West and West Districts. In the semi finals, West had beaten Kent & East Sussex by 62 runs and North West had beaten Surrey and West Sussex by 8 wickets.
In the final WE reached a total of 177 for 7 in their 50 overs with WE skipper Andy Ashfold top-scoring with 49. NW openers Richard Hope and Stuart Priestley scored 170 to win the match by 10 wickets, Richard scoring 74 and Stuart 94.
[image: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/Photos/2011/Sept/InterDistrictFinals/2011-09-InterDistrictFinals-002.JPG]
North West District skipper Keith Roscoe receiving the Inter District Trophy from Club Vice Chairman Tim Woodcock



		Cyril Perkins Reaches 100

	[image: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/Photos/2011/June/CyrilPerkins-%20BallWhich%20Took10wkts.jpg]
Cyril with the ball that he took 10 wkts in a match with

	Forty Club member, Cyril Perkins, the oldest surviving first-class cricketer in the world, has had a pretty good innings celebrating his 100th birthday on 3rd June. Especially since he never made a century in his cricket career (at least, not at any more distinguished level than club cricket for the Ipswich Greyhounds).

Perkins was a left-arm spinner who had incredible control and could just drop the ball 'on a handkerchief'.

His debut for Northamptonshire, in 1934, represented a grand day out for this 23 year-old lad from Wollaston — the small town where Dr Martens had their shoe factory. But the magic didn’t take long to wear off: Perkins’s new team subsided for 59 and 124 to go down by nine wickets against Middlesex.

This, sadly, was to prove typical. Perkins’ Northamptonshire team were surely the worst ever assembled: between 1935 and 1939 they went 99 matches without a victory. He played in the majority of those, and although he never disgraced himself (93 wickets at an average of 36), he couldn’t help collecting an unwanted record for the highest number of first-class games (57) without a win.

'We did get a bit despondent at times,' Perkins said. 'We had a first-innings lead in quite a few matches and we didn’t win any of them. But in the end you get so used to not winning you just accept it.' In 1937, Northamptonshire released him, whereupon he moved to Ipswich and began a marathon stint with Suffolk. 'I played in practically every match', he says.

He retired at the age of 56 and the only interruption to his cricketing life — which continued to sustain him through his role as Ipswich School’s coach — was service in the Royal Artillery corps, including a spell in Cairo in the later stages of the war.

By the end of his Suffolk career, Perkins had racked up a remarkable 779 wickets. This puts him out on his own in the Suffolk county’s standings, a country-mile ahead of second-placed Colin Rutterford on 431.

He also achieved the rare feat of taking 10 wickets in an innings, against Hertfordshire at Felixstowe in 1960. 'I remember that it had rained overnight and there was a wet patch,' he told the East Anglian Daily Times. 'I was able to concentrate on pitching the ball on that, and I received a lot of help from the fielders, who took some great catches.' The ball still sits proudly in the middle of his mantelpiece.

Perkins’ health is fragile now, but he can still produce a smile for for the camera. Cyril puts his longevity 'to spending all my working life outdoors one way or another, but the biggest thing of all is the East Anglian air — you can’t beat it!'.









	The 75th Anniversary of The Forty Club

	2011: The 75th Anniversary of The Forty Club 

75 years ago, in 1936, Henry Grierson had an idea. "I felt that if it were possible to raise a sufficient number of fellows of 40 years and over who were reasonably good players, we might be sharp enough to handle some of the schools." The batting he thought would be "adequate", he had "some qualms" about the fielding and as for the bowling he thought "that if the professionals joined us, the bowling would be good enough for what he had in mind". The first XI that Grierson raised played Wellingborough School in 1936 as an additional fixture on the school card. Following the after-match meeting in The Angel Hotel, enthusiasm grew. The Forty Club was born and the following year played its first 'official' match, again against Wellingborough School.

The aim of Forty Club cricket remains to this day to take cricket to Schools Colleges and Youth Xis offering them fixtures against experienced cricketers who will encourage the game to be played to the highest standards of performance, behaviour (both on and off the field) and in the Spirit of Cricket.

Here we are 75 years later - and in celebration of the 75th anniversary, the Club will be staging a number of events throughout the districts, varying from T20 tournaments for State Schools, a match against a Wales Ladies XI, a golf tour and meeting, matches for representatives from a number of schools, and lunches and dinners. One of the highlights of the cricket season will be a match - 75 years to the day - against Wellingborough School.

Two of the highlights of the social season will be a January lunch at the House of Lords and the Annual Dinner in October at the Savoy Hotel, London.

	All the anniversary events can be accessed by clicking here

	75th Anniversary Lunch at the House of Lords
Through the kindness and sponsorship of Lord Peter Brooke and Lord Michael Naseby
A 75th Anniversary Lunch at the House of Lords was held on the 26th January 2011
120 members and guests assembed in the Cholmondeley Room before sitting down to lunch
[image: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/Photos/2011/HouseOfLords/Lunch1.JPG]
 Before lunch was served, Lord Peter Brooke welcomed everyone to the House of Lords and to the 75th Anniversary Lunch with some very warming words. The lunch was later rounded off by Lord Michael Naseby (also President of Northamptonshire CCC) with his own enlightening anecdotes







	John Lindley gets 1000th wicket for Ealing CC

	[image: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/Photos/2011/June/JohnLindleyECC.jpg]

	John Lindley is a life member of the Forty Club and regularly represents us in his XL shirt . He took his 1000th LEAGUE wicket in a total of over 4000 for ECC in the 5th XI match vs Shepherds Bush on Sat 7th May 2011. He bowled 24 consecutive overs with figures of 7-50 and then scored 11 n.o. to help the 5th XI to a winning draw in their first League match of the season. It was his 6th wicket, a stumping, that took him to the 1000 mark. The league started in 1972 and John reached the 4000 mark in August 2008. John bowls seamers and leg cutters off a short run up. Additionally, in 2008, Wisden ran an article on John's achievements up to that point including his 40 years as Ealing's Fixture Secretary and travelling up from Dorset to West London each week to play!

When asked, John said his philosophy on life and cricket is “It's nice to be here and still playing at Ealing CC: let's face it at my age it's just nice to be anywhere.”

Well done John on your 1000 league wickets (so far!).

John also reports that here are 4 other people in the London area Premier Leagues he knows of who have also taken over 1000 League wkts for their Clubs: John Capps of Brentham CC (local rivals to Ealing), Peter Ray of WembleyCC/Richmond CC, Laurie Allen of Richmond CC (all stopped playing now) & the late David Morgan of Cheam CC (and an ex-Forty Club member in the 1970s) – all were slow bowlers.





	75th Anniversary Kent & East Sussex Youth T10 Tournament

	15th July: Beckenham CC

	All the four schools that participated agreed that a T10 tournament with 8-a-side was a format that really worked for them instead of a T20 one.
A good event was eventually won by Langley Vale School with an incredible last ball win. They needed one to win when the batsman were run out on the last ball for the fielding side to see that the umpire was signalling a wide. Some finish. However the facts and figures relating to the games are still awaited form the District Chairman.


Runs and Recognition for St John’s Cricketers
[image: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/Photos/2011/May/StJohnsFortyClubAward.jpg]
The start of the cricket season saw St John’s pick up a prestigious sportsmanship award and an Old Johnian score an impressive 168 against Derbyshire.
Simon Barrett and Sam Burge, former St John’s School pupils, opened the batting for Leeds/Bradford MCCU against Derbyshire at Derby. Simon scored his 168 in the three day match which ended as draw. Leeds/Bradford MCCU is one of six MCC Universities where cricketers can play top class cricket without compromising their education. Current England captain Andrew Strauss is a graduate of this scheme.
In the same week St John’s current cricket team were awarded the Surrey and West Sussex Forty Club’s Sportsmanship award and were runners-up for the National award. The award is made by the Forty Club, who play over 130 school teams each year, to the team who play the game in the “right spirit”.
Ben Frost, St John’s Captain of Cricket, is seen receiving the award from the Forty Club’s Richard Bennett along with Adrian Gale (right), Master in charge Cricket and Ian Trott (left), father of England Test player Jonathan, and St John’s cricket coach.
Adrian said: “We are delighted to see former pupils doing so well against First Class opponents and look forward to a number of our current players following in their footsteps. We have a talented group of cricketers whose sportsmanship has been recognised by the Forty Club, an award we are very proud to receive”
	





2007

NORTHERN SCHOOLS v SOUTHERN SCHOOLS
Sunday 29th April 2007 - played at Oakham School

Not even the greatest writers could have written a better script for a cricket match. The assembled audience could only watch and admire the skills and talents of the young men on display. Two teams drawn from all the schools that the Forty Club play each year played a match in a competitive spirit that suggests that the future of the game in this country is in very safe hands and was an example to more senior sides of how the game should be played. 

On a near perfect late April day in the beautiful surroundings of Oakham School the representatives of The Forty Club’s Northern and Southern Schools served up a veritable feast of cricket for all to enjoy and admire. Batting first after winning the toss the Southern Schools posted a formidable total of 262 for 7 in their 50 overs. Jack Cooper of Taunton School dominated with an innings of 124 and he received good support from Andy Bird (50) of Bedford School in a 2nd wicket partnership of 122. Some lusty blows from the lower order saw the South through to their imposing closing total. 

In reply the North were quickly on the back foot at 26 for 3 and then, at 136-7, it seemed a defeat looked quite likely but Alex Jones (Cowbridge School 64 no) and Bermudan World Cup squad member Steffan Kelli of Oakham School (40 no) had other ideas. With the South bowlers tiring in the afternoon heat these two batsmen amassed a tremendous 77 off 5.4 overs to secure an unlikely but nevertheless thrilling victory with only two balls left!                        

The Chairman of the Forty Club Barrie Hunter presented the Forty Club Trophy to the Northern Schools captain Nigel Eastham from Bolton School, and also handed out mementos of the match to players from both sides and the match officials. He warmly thanked all the participants, Oakham School, the sponsors, and all the Schools for their response to and involvement in what had resulted in a superb match and a fixture which he hoped will feature each year in the Forty Club calendar.

[image: DSCF0266[1]]
Jack Cooper (Taunton School) drives on his way to a magnificent 124

[image: DSCF0298]
Alex Jones (Cowbridge School) hits the winning runs for the North
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The Teams 
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The Forty Club Chairman Barrie Hunter presents the Trophy to
the captain of the Northern Schools XI Nigel Eastham (Bolton School)


Southern Schools 

1	L Vanoli-Salmon	St John’s, Leatherhead	ct Roffey	b Jones	11
2 	J Cooper 	Taunton School	ct Hope	b Kelli        	124
3	A Bird	Bedford School 	Run Out			50
4 	S Barrett 	St John’s, Leatherhead 	ct Hope 	b Jones		13
5	A Field	Kingswood School		b Cobb	  3
6	C Ridley (†)	Canford School	ct Hope	b Kelli	  8
7	A Soni	Haberdasher’s Aske’s 		Not Out	12
8	S Burge (+)	St John’s, Leatherhead	Run Out		14
9	J Todd 	Taunton School		Not Out	  6
10	G Baker	Haberdasher’s Aske’s	did not bat		
11	M Horsley	Kingswood School 	did not bat
+ Captain † W/Keeper         	  Extras	  21
	   Total 262 for 7

Northern Schools Bowling

Bowler 	Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	
1	S Kelli	10	1	49	2
2 	A Jones	10	1	41	2
3	J Faull	6	0	21	0
4	J Thornley	4	0	25	0
5	Y Tariq	9	0	45	0
6	D Roffey	2	0	13	0
7	J Cobb	5	1	26	1
8	N Eastham	3	0	21	0


Northern Schools

1	J Cobb 	Oakham School  	ct Field	b Barrett	61
2 	Y Tariq 	Oakham School 		b Bird 	  7
3 	G Webber 	Christ’s College, Brecon 		b Cooper	1
4	J Needham	Stockport GS	st Ridley	b Bird	  3
5 	S A Hope (†)	Stockport GS 	ct Soni 	b Barrett	43
6 	N Eastham (+)	Bolton School	ct Burge	b Todd	  4
7 	D Roffey 	Eltham College 	ct Field 	b Horsley	  8
8 	A Jones 	Cowbridge School 		Not Out	64
9 	J Thornley 	Llandovery College		b Abbas	10
10	S Kelli 	Oakham School 		Not Out	40
11 	J Faull 	Christ’s College, Brecon 	Did Not Bat
 + Captain † W/Keeper         	Extras	22
	 Total 263 for 8

Southern Schools Bowling

	Bowler 	Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	
1	G Baker	4	1	14	0
2 	A Bird	6	1	12	2
3	J Cooper	1	0	  1	1
4	A Soni	10	4	38	0
5	M Abbas	6	0	38	1
6	S Barrett	9	0	61	2
7	J Todd	7	0	39	1
8	M Horsley	4	0	16	1
9 	L Vanoli-Salmon	2	0	20	0
10 	S Burge	1	0	15	0
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