The Forty Club Tour of Chile and Argentina, February 2007
On FEBRUARY 15th, 35 brave souls set out on their journey into the unknown as the XL Club embarked on its first tour to South America.

FRIDAY 16th - The bogey phrase of the tour, ‘Aerolineas Argentinias’, was soon learnt.
After the first of several three hour delays, we arrived at Santiago Airport in the late afternoon. Here we met Christian Tunon, his wife Andrea and baby son Bautista, who were going to be our guides for the whole tour. The weather gods were not pleased as it was raining and distinctly chilly. The Andes were snow- covered and the locals said that this had not occurred for over 30 years in February.
SATURDAY 17th - IT’S THOSE AUSSIES AGAIN.
We had three matches in Chile all played at the imposing Prince of Wales Sports Club which had superb facilities. It had been opened by the then Prince of Wales in 1925 (Edward VIII). This reflected the close ties between Britain and Chile dating back to Chile’s Independence from Spain in 1814. The cricket ground had grass pitches and the setting was spectacular, with the still snow covered Andes soaring up to 14,000 ft to the east. 
We were warmly greeted by Guy Hooper, the President of the Chilean Cricket Association and his team. Also playing against us was John Davies, currently coaching in Chile, who was well-known to the members of the party from Sussex.

There are records of cricket being played in Chile as early as 1824 but it is only in the last 10 years or so that considerable progress has been made. There are now enough clubs to run a League in Santiago, some seven schools play cricket, and there are four clubs on the Pacific coast at Valparaiso and Vina del Mar. Chile is now an Affiliated Member of the ICC and the Chileans played their first ICC tournament in Surinam in February 2006.
Our first match was against the President’s XI, several of whom had played for Chile. Norman Jones’s first over went for 16 runs and that was said to be a record for the opening over of an XL tour. Australians Martin Newick (52) and Rob Spurr (93) put on 108 for the first wicket as the President’s XI scored 246/9 in their 45 overs. The pick of the XL bowlers was Andrew Jenner with 1/32 in 9 overs. Australian Tim Messner caused trouble in the early overs, but Ron Hart struck a spirited 55  with the XL ending on 132/8 in 45 overs, losing by 113 runs. Ron Hart’s five 6s were said to be a new record on an XL tour.
SUNDAY18th - A PERFECT DAY (except for the result).
It was regal hospitality right from the start. An excellent lunch preceded a 40 over match against the Andean Masters XI, which was mostly the same players as the day before, this time captained by Welshman Ian Scott.
The XL made 127/9 in 40 overs on a difficult pitch which was fully exploited by Tim Messner (4/17), while Roly Walton batted bravely for 38 runs. The Andean Masters coasted home in 30 overs to win by 7 wickets, with Guy Hooper scoring 44 runs. American Baseball player, Mike Mead, took a spectacular catch and was made ‘Man of the Match’. The hospitality continued after the match with a magnificent BBQ to round off the day.
MONDAY 19th - A Rest Day with a tour of the city of Santiago in the morning and a trip to a Winery, some 35 miles to the south-west, in the afternoon.
TUESDAY 20th - most of the party went on an outing to Valparaiso and Vina del Mar on the Pacific coast. A few intrepid members made a trip to the Andes instead but they failed to climb Mount Acongcagua (23 000ft), the highest mountain outside Asia.

WEDNESDAY 21st - WHITEWASHED IN CHILE.
Back to the Prince of Wales Sports Club for a match against the Chile Condors captained by John Davies. With no Australians around, the Condors weren’t quite so strong and we enjoyed an entertaining match. The XL Club led by Ron Hart (41) and Roly Walton (57n.o) scored 184/8 in 45 overs. Useful bowling by Andrew Jenner (1/18) and Peter Robinson (1/26) kept the Condors quiet for a long time, but a commanding innings of 121* by Guy Hooper saw the Condors home in the 41st over to win by 6 wickets.
Understandably the Chileans were pleased with their three wins and were looking forward to the MCC tour in March when four matches would be played.

For our part, we could only say a big thank you to Guy Hooper and the three teams we played for their friendship and tremendous hospitality.

THURSDAY 22nd - ARRIVAL IN BUENOS AIRES.
Our morning flight gave us a perfect view of the Andes while, after our defeats in Chile, Ron Hart was heard singing, “Don’t Cry For Me Argentina”. Dickie Lord, who was going to be an enormous help on the Argentine leg of the tour, greeted us warmly at the Airport. (Something had gone wrong and we were more or less on time.)
FRIDAY 23rd - We had a tour of the City of Buenos Aires in the morning which included a visit to the Recoleta Cemetery with its ostentatious mausoleums built by the elite families of Buenos Aires including the tomb of Eva Peron.
SATURDAY 24th - GRILLLED AT ST ALBANS.
On a hot day, a journey of some 20 miles to the south-western suburbs took us to the pleasant ground of the St. Albans School Old Boys. Our opponents were the Lomax Athletic Club founded 115 years ago, which is one of the oldest Sports Clubs in Argentina. Here we met John Vibart, OBE, a great servant of cricket in Argentina.
Cricket was first recorded in Argentina in 1806 in a match between the crews of visiting British warships at San Antonio de Areco. It became more organised from the 1890s and the Argentine Cricket Association was founded in 1913. Today cricket is mainly played in the Buenos Aires area and Rosario and soon will be in the resort of Mar del Plata. There are 18 teams playing in leagues. There is an active schools’ league involving some 20 schools.      

Argentina has been as Associate Member of the ICC since 1974 and is currently doing well in the ICC Division Three Championship.
Batting first, the XL Club found it difficult to cope with a slow grass pitch and were restricted to 128/7 in 40 overs despite the efforts of Barry Smith (41). Led by 18 year old Ignacio Rednello (52 retired), Lomax AC cruised home in 23 overs to win by 9 wickets.
SUNDAY 25th - VICTORIOUS AT THE BELGRANO
What a day! As the temperature soared to a debilitating 40C (104F), the XL pulled off their first win on the South American Continent.

The match was against the President’s XI, captained by Dickie Lord. As on the previous day, our opponents were all Argentinians many of whom had come out of retirement to play. The game took place at the Belgrano Athletic Club right in the City in a setting similar to the H.A.C. ground in London. The facilities were excellent and the pitch was the best one we encountered on the tour. Somehow the XL Club bowlers coped with the searing heat to hold the President’s XI to 211/9 in 40 overs, with Brian Roberts scoring 50  (Retired). Dave Cobill took two wickets but the most economical bowling came from Andrew Jenner 1/25 and Gordon Watts 1/29. A brilliant move by captain Roly Walton had Colin Croucher opening the batting and he hit a vital 48 runs, with important contributions from Arthur Lunzen (20), Clive Huggins (25) and Alan Spencer (30 Retired). When Robbie Barker (18*) joined Roly Walton (45*) 67 runs were still required. These two experienced cricketers calmly knocked off the runs for the XL Club to win by 6 wickets with 8 balls to spare.
MONDAY 26th and TUESDAY 27th were rest days. In the early hours of the 26th and 27th, thunderstorms brought some relief from the intense heat. Unfortunately, this led to the cancellation of our outing to an Estancia, where we would have seen Gauchos performing on horseback.
WEDNESDAY 28th – PLAYING IN AN ENGLISH SETTING.
Our next game was against St. George’s College in the south-western suburbs of Buenos Aires. It was founded as a Church of England school in 1898 and is now one of the leading private schools of Argentina. The school has excellent facilities and is based on the tradition of an English Public School. Several of the staff are from the UK and much of the teaching is conducted in English. Assuming the match would be against the boys, the XL paraded in full tour uniform. In fact, they were a team of masters and old boys.
On a turf wicket, which played well, St. George’s batted first. Malcolm Gibson and Malcolm van Steeden, both of whom had played for Argentina, put on 100 for the 2nd wicket before retiring. At that point, John Huntley who had bowled four overs for 24 runs, took five wickets for 11 in four remarkable overs. He was backed up by stunning catches from Clive Huggins, Arthur Lunszen and Norman Gray. This pegged back St. George’s to 199/9 in the 36th over, at which point they ran out of batsmen as the remaining batsmen were busy teaching! A stand of 91 runs for the 3rd wicket between Alan Spencer (42) and Robbie Barker (40) was supported by Clive Huggins (20) and 33 extras but the XL could only reach 170 for10 in 40 overs to lose by 27 runs.
THURSDAY 1st to SATURDAY 3rd MARCH visit to the Iguazu Falls.

These Falls are in the extreme NE of Argentina where the river Parana descends off the Brazilian Highlands into the lowlands of the Pampas. Aerolineas Argentinias was back to form, helped by further severe thunderstorms, so we had three- hour delays on the outward and return flights. Our hotel was actually in Brazil and we saw the Falls from the Argentine and Brazilian sides. Seasoned travellers in the Party said that they were more extensive than the Niagara Falls and more dramatic than the Victoria Falls.
On the 3rd, we returned to Buenos Aires for a Reception to start the Carcamanes Festival, in which the XL were going to participate.
This Festival, timed to mark the end of the cricket season in Argentina, was aimed at veteran cricketers and was ideal for the XL club. It was organised by Baimax International (www.baimax.com) with the help of the Argentine Cricket Association and its Chairman, Mr Dickie Lord.
The participants were the Living Legends from Buenos Aires, the Icebreakers, made up of various nationalities including Australia and Canada, and the Botswana Bushmen, mainly people who had left Zimbabwe. Up against these three clubs were the widely travelled, well-led, match fit, powerful unit, the XL Club.
SUNDAY 4th - ANTICLIMAX.
The weather had been unsettled since the end of February and the first round of matches had to be postponed after heavy rain. Somehow, Christian and Dickie organised an enjoyable afternoon/ evening cruise on the Tigre Delta. 
MONDAY 5th - DAY TRIP TO URUGUAY.
A journey by catamaran across the Plate Estuary to the quaint port of Colonia del Sacremento in Uruguay. The area now called Uruguay belonged to Portugal until 1727, when the Portuguese were evicted by Spain. Old Colonia was like being back in Portugal and we enjoyed a pleasant, relaxing day.

TUESDAY 6th - BACK TO WINING WAYS.
Off to the NW of Buenos Aires and the picturesque ground of the Hurlingham Club to play the Living Legends. The XL club batted first on a grass pitch which was still drying out after the recent rain. Andy Meads (51 retired) and Nigel Kess (50 retired) still gave the XL club an excellent start. This was carried on by Roly Walton (45*), Ron Hart (30 retired) and Robbie Barker (17*). The total of 205 for 0 in 40 overs was probably the first time on a tour that the XL club had not lost a wicket in an innings. A splendid opening spell by Colin Croucher (3/20) and two important run-outs saw the Living Legends reduced to 54/5. Dirk Foster was playing for the opposition and was top scorer with 35 runs, but good bowling by Arthur Lunzen (2/29) and Norman Gray (1/22) prevented any recovery and the XL Club won by 66 runs.
WEDNESDAY 7th - TWO VICTORIES IN SUCCESSION! 
Back to the Hurlingham Club on a hot, very humid day for the re-arranged match against the Botswana Bushmen. There were fears that the skipper was suffering from sun stroke as Andy Meads opened the bowling but he bowled very well (1/25) as did Norman Jones (0/15) for which he was made ‘Man of the Match’. The steady bowling, especially by Mike Wicks (2/31), slow pitch and large outfield restricted the Bushmen’s score. There were worries at lunchtime that the Bushmen’s total of 176/7 in 40 overs could prove formidable. Such concerns soon disappeared as the XL cruised along to a comfortable victory by 6 wickets in the 38th over, with Nigel Keess (40 retired), Alan Spencer (35), Roly Walton (39*) and Ron Hart (25) all contributing.

The highlight of the innings was Ron Hart and Roly Walton running 4s three times in seven balls. There was a delay as emergency water supplies had to be provided. Two victories in succession. Old hands of the winter tours could not remember such an occasion for many years.

THURSDAY 8th - RAIN AGAIN. MATCH v ICEBREAKERS CANCELLED.
The Festival ended with a Tango Evening. Over dinner, we had a spectacular display of Tango dancing which was followed by various presentations and ended with karaoke. The XL had been the most successful team and, as the Icebreakers had lost their two matches, we probably would have had a third win but for the rain. It had been a splendid tournament which had been played in a most friendly and sporting manner.

SATURDAY 10th - A GALLANT DEFEAT
A cold wind brought the sweaters out at the Lomax Athletic Club’s main ground for the final match of the tour against an Argentina U.19 XI which included their Manager, our very own Christian Tunon. 
The XL batted first on an artificial pitch and a slow outfield. Apart from Tomas Birnie, the bowling lacked direction and 42 extras were a great help. Andy Meads (28) and Ron Hart (24) put on 51 for the seventh wicket, while Gordon Watts rode his luck to score a valuable 34 runs. The total of 170 for 8 in 40 overs appeared to be defendable. Such thoughts were soon dispelled as Ignatio Rednello hit a whirlwind 54 (retired) off 38 balls. He was backed up by Birnie who looked an excellent all-rounder. Christian Tunon kept up the pressure before being unluckily run-out. The game then took a dramatic turn. Norman Jones in a second spell of 2/16 in 6 overs and Nigel Keess 2/11 in 8 overs brought about a dramatic collapse as five wickets fell. But Pablo Seracusa (33) kept calm and, helped by Peron, steered the U.19 home to win by 2 wickets in the 39th over.
Everyone was most impressed with the young lads. They were friendly and cheerful, played keenly and deserved their win. With young players like Birnie and Rednello , cricket in Argentina can only get stronger, especially if the pitches could be improved.
SUNDAY 11th - END OF TOUR DINNER.
This gave us an opportunity to make presentations and give our sincere thanks to Christian and Andrea Tunon, to Dickie Lord and many others for their superb organisation and immense efforts to make the tour so successful. Excellent hospitality had been extended to us after each match in Argentina, and for this we were most grateful. 
Statswise, Roly Walton and Ron Hart scored over 200 runs, while Alan Spencer, Andy Meads and Robbie Barker scored over 100 runs. Nigel Keess, joining in late, scored 98 in three innings. Fourteen players shared the bowling. Colin Croucher with seven wickets was the most successful, while Barry Smith had six victims behind the stumps.
MONDAY 12th AND TUESDAY 13th - THE RETURN.

Aerolineas Argentinias had one last trick to play. The plane was only 20 minutes late at Madrid but then we were told that the flight to Gatwick had been cancelled. Some hours later we were back in England, at Heathrow and not Gatwick. This was probably soon forgotten the next day as members reflected on a most enjoyable tour.
Our Grateful thanks to Peter and Meg Robinson and Ron and Edelgard Hart for their sterling efforts in organising the tour. Our scorers- Sue Jones, Jill Bracken and Annie Lunzen- were a great attraction and evoked widespread admiration for their skilful scoring. The score board managers Mike Foster and Richard Merricks also received much admiration for their dedicated service, while Fred Imms master-minded the umpiring.
Tour Itinerary:

Feb

Thurs 15
Fly Gatwick/Madrid/Buenos Aires/Santiago, departing at 5.40pm.

Fri 16
Free day in Santiago. Optional Tour of City with English-speaking guide

Sat 17

Match 1 vs Prince of Wales CC
Sun 18

Match 2 vs Andean Masters XI at Grange CC
Mon 19
Free day
Tue 20

Free day.
Wed 21
Match 3 vs Chile Over 40s at Prince of Wales CC
Thur 22
Transfer to Santiago Airport for flight (10.25am) to Buenos Aires. (12.20pm)
Fri 23

Free day in Buenos Aires. Optional tour of city with English-speaking guide
Sat 24

Match 4 vs President's XI at The Hurlingham Club
Sun 25

Match 5 vs North Wolves CC at Belgrano Athletic Club
Mon 26
Free day
Tue 27

Free day (window for possible trips, golf or possible extra match)
Wed 28
Free day


March
Thur 1

Free day
Fri 2

Match 6 vs South Bulls CC @ St Albans Club
Sat 3

Free day. Assembly day for Carcamanes Over 40s Cricket Festival
Sun 4

1st round of Festival cricket
Mon 5

Free day. City tour of Buenos Aires
Tue 6

2nd round of Festival Cricket
Wed 7

All day tour to Tigre Delta
Thurs 8
3rd Round of Festival Cricket plus by Festival Dinner and Tango Show
Fri 9

Free day
Sat 10

Free day
Sun 11

Match 7 vs Belgrano Cavaliers at Belgrano Athletic Club
Mon 12
Coach transfer to airport and fly back to UK

