The Forty Club Autumn 2010 tour to Italy

The Forty Club’s recent tour to Italy brought a number of surprises to the 30 plus tourists. First we were billeted in a different hotel to the one originally booked. Second it rained at the start and the finish of the tour. Third, a couple of the pitches were unlike anything that folk could imagine. But fourth, in every case, the opposition were hospitable, delighted to see us, good hosts and good company!

All three of the matches in Milan were played at the “new” Settimo Milanese ground – so no baseball pitch for us this time! The ‘oval’ has a solid track with a carpet cover which played consistently and pretty well. The outfield was long meadow grass. There were no other facilities except a disused gymnasium where the players changed, and so it was very much a self-help affair. Anyway it rained on the first match day and the game was reduced to a 25 over session – and unsurprisingly Milan CC came out on top beating XL by 25 runs. They scored 138 for 6 and the Forty Club reached 113 for 9. Ron Hart took 3 for 38 and Robert Smith scored 44.  After the match we retired to a local ristorante with our hosts and an enjoyable evening followed.

Click here for tour photos
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Here we see Milan CC’s Michael de Morgan accepting an XL shield from Ron Hart

The second match against Euratom CC was blessed with fine weather and so the full 40 overs were achieved.  XL batted first and reached 148 for 9 with Paul Spencer scoring 49, but Euratom cruised past us with 154 for 5 to win by 4 wickets. Peter Owens was swinging the ball well and took 2 for 19 from his 8 overs.
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The bowler’s bowling and the batsman’s Arthur van Lunszen
The third match, 2 days later and after a day’s golf at the stunning Menaggio GC, was against Kingsgrove CC and they had made efforts to turn out a composite XI of over 40s players which included some Italian players. This was more in our league and although Kingsgrove scored 184 all out, the Forty Club notched up the first (and only) win of the tour when fine scores from Robert Smith (44), Paul Spencer (50) and Arthur van Lunszen (31) helped us to a 3 wicket win. Earlier Peter Owens had taken 3 for 25 and Arthur van Lunszen 3 for 24. Players were cock-a-hoop and we all went to the ristorante in buoyant and exhilarated mood.
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The teams pose before the Kingsgrove match
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.                                          Robert Smith sweeps for a boundary.             Peter Owens hoisting one to long on.
After three days rest during which we transferred to Treviso just north west of Venice and also played another day’s golf at another stunning golf course, this time Ca’ della Nave, there were 2 more matches scheduled. However, heavy rainfall on the Friday night resulted in the Venezia CC match being cancelled because the ground was unfit for play.

The final match was against Casteller CC and it would be played on a rugby pitch, albeit with a coconut mat laid.
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The grass under and around the mat had been roughly mown but the rest of the field was the standard 4” of a rugby field. This was a double-edged weapon: the benefit was that the XL fielders hardly had to move when the ball came towards them – but second the cultured XL stroke makers couldn’t get the ball “off the square” and were forced into slogging and wild hitting in the air!  Anyway, Casteller did it better than we did in this 40 over match and won by 39 runs. They scored 121 all out, with Arthur van Lunszen taking 3 for 21 and Ron Hart 2 for 15, and the Forty Club only made it to 82 for 8.
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After the presentations we retired to a bar in Treviso and a convivial session ensued.
A free day, and a wet one, was spent in Venice or Padua or wherever and then the following day the party flew back to England. On the whole the pluses outnumbered the minuses, and players and non players had enjoyed a pleasant stay in Italy. They will remember Lake Como in the sunshine, Bellagio, the food and wine, Milan, Venice, two golf courses and some new-found friends and enthusiastic cricketers, and even some of the cricket; but they will perhaps try to let slip from their memory the bus journeys up and down the shore of Lake Como, the state of some pitches, and the pavilions (or lack of them)!
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	17th September
	Depart Heathrow to Milan

	17th - 22nd September
	Britannia Excelsior Hotel overlooking Lake Como
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	Three matches arranged – all at the new Settimo Milanese ground:

	Saturday 18th
	vs Milan CC - lost by 29 runs

	Sunday 19th
	vs Euratom CC - lost by 2 wkts

	Tuesday 21st
	vs Kingsgrove CC - won by 3 wkts in a very exciting finish: XL chasing 184 reached 185 with 2 balls to spare

	22nd September
	Carlton Hotel Treviso 
(near Venice ) for 6 nights

MAP
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	Two further cricket matches arranged:

	Saturday 25th
	vs Veneza CC at Maestre - cancelled (rain!)

	Sunday 26th
	vs Casteller CC at Paese - lost 39 runs

	Two golf matches were scheduled during the tour:

	Monday 20th
	at Lake Como

	Monday 27th
	at The Venice Golf Club

	28th September
	Return flight home from Venice to Gatwick

	Information


