The Forty Club tour of Malta, November 2011

Although Malta only has one cricket ground it remains one of the most attractive locations to visit for the short Autumn Tour. 2011 was our 3rd visit to the island and as enjoyable as ever we managed to play 6 games during our 10 day tour: being fortunate to play 3 games against Abbotts Langley CC who were on tour at the same time, the other 3 games were all against the Marsa Club.
 
Our opening encounters were two 20/20 matches against Abbotts Langley who were totally dependent on one young Jack Reed who scored 101* out of 164 for 5 wkts. After an opening stand of 71 between new tourist Steve King and the ever reliable Richard Hope we found the task to be just out of reach and we finished a creditable 40 runs short with the loss of 3 wkts. Our 2nd game against the Marsa Club was almost a repeat of the first, with the on-loan Abbotts Langley young gun scoring 50% of the runs this time. After Norman Gray had taken the first 3 wkts for just 9 runs our expectations were high until the 'ringer' arrived and smacked a quick 58* out of the total 113. Our reply nudged to 84 with no real danger of getting what we felt was a comfortable target.
 
Still looking for our first win we played a 40 over game against the Langley boys and posted a respectable 151 for 5 wkts thanks to splendid knocks by both Steve King and Richard Hope but again the Langley boys eased past the target although we did manage to take 6 wkts.
 
Our best chance came in the final game against Abbotts Langley when a declaration game was agreed. Electing to bat first the Forty Club’s score was bolstered by Richard Hope with a fine 59 that enabled us to set a reasonable target of 169 all out. With an early couple of wickets and the reply on 3 for 66 our confidence was high until the back-up forces arrived and quickly put paid to any chance of a Forty Club victory.
 
The tour manager is delighted to report that in all the matches we did compete very well and on reflection we can take some pleasure from the fact that no game did we let the Club down.

Sunday: We played two 20/20 matches:
· First game: Lost by 41 runs: Abbotts Langley 164-5 (Jack Reed 101*), The Forty Club 123 for 3 (Richard Hope 41, Steve King 37, John Thornton 16*). Scorecard
· Second game: Lost by 29 runs: Marsa Club 113 for 5 (Norman Grey 3 for 9 runs in 4 overs), The Forty Club 84 for 7. Scorecard

Monday: 40 over match v Abbotts Langley: Lost by 4 wkts: The Forty Club 151 for 5 (Steve King 56, Richard Hope 46, Ron Hart 15*). Abbotts Langley 155 for 6 (Ilija Krunic 2 for 21). Scorecard

Wednesday: Time game against Abbotts Langley: Lost by 5 wkts: The Forty Club 169 (Richard Hope 59, R Barker 25, J Thornton 22). Abbotts Langley 175 for 5. Scorecard

Saturday: 40 over match v Marsa Club: Lost by 31 runs: Marsa Club 174 for 7 off 40 overs, The Forty Club 143 (Steve King 38, Ilija Krunic 38). Scorecard

Sunday: 40 over match v Marsa Club: Lost by 5 wkts: The Forty Club 145 for 6 (Richard Hope 69, I Krunic 37). Marsa Club 146 for 5 (Ilija Krunic 4 for 31). Scorecard
