XL TOUR TO HONG KONG & AUSTRALIA 2011
The Forty Club’s 75th anniversary was celebrated in February and March by a three and a half week tour of Hong Kong and Australia. Marking 20 years of overseas tours, it was the club’s third trip to Australia and second to Hong Kong. For the first time, playing representatives from every XL district were present, and we were further reinforced by our friends from Holland and Denmark. The party also included umpires and scorers, organised with customary efficiency by Barry Aitken, and a sizeable contingent of supporters. 
The cricket season in Hong Kong is a long one, extending from September to May, and the two matches there took place in cool conditions that suited players better than spectators. Following a spell of wet weather, both games were staged on matting. Established in 1851, the Hong Kong Cricket Club is one of the oldest outside the UK. There will not have been many occasions when a father and daughter opened their batting, let alone add fifty runs in quick time as the Miles family did. With match regulations stipulating retirement on reaching thirty, young Natasha Miles became the first to do so. The hosts closed on 209-4 at the end of their 35 overs, Dutchman Arthur van Lunszen claiming two of the wickets. XL’s valiant response fell just eight runs short. Tim Moult, Robert Smith, Robbie Barker and Paul Kenealy all retired in the thirties, Kenealy’s runs coming off only 14 deliveries. Kowloon Cricket Club is another splendid venue, host of the International Hong Kong Sixes. XL batted first and made 146-9 from 35 overs, Andy Meads top-scoring with 42. After a quick break for rehydration, Howard Clay grabbed three early wickets before Kowloon’s middle order saw them home with something to spare.
Next stop was Sydney and the beach resort of Manly, the tourists’ hotel overlooking white sandy beaches and the Tasman Sea. Some climbed the Blue Mountains and Harbour Bridge. Others enjoyed a performance of Madame Butterfly at the Opera House, journeying to and fro by ferry. Further groups sought out the beach or nearest cricket ground. The cricket began at Mosman, former club of Stan McCabe and Allan Border. In Australia, Over-40s teams are named Masters, Over-50s Classics and Over-60s Legends. Mosman Masters knocked up 221-8, with the help of one or two Under-40s, Andy Jenner picking up three wickets. Despite a polished 51 by new tourist Geoff Barker, XL were never up with the required rate. At the impressive Manly Oval, the home team's openers smashed 55 off the first six overs, former NSW man Phil Marks playing some glorious strokes to send the ball crashing into and over the white picket fencing. But XL's bowlers fought back strongly and, with the help of several excellent catches, dismissed the Masters for 182 with ten of their forty overs unused. Peter Hartland claimed 4-27, Bill Slinger 3-54 and Norman Gray 3-10. Slinger and Gray held onto stinging return catches while veteran Clive Huggins, celebrating his hundredth overseas cricket tour, completed a tumbling effort in the gully. At tea the tourists were welcomed by the Lady Mayor of Manly. Andy Meads (43) and Tim Moult (41) made a solid start in response, adding 86 for the first wicket. But the tightness of Australian outcricket was again in evidence and the visitors finished 46 runs short. The match against Lane Cove followed a similar pattern, with the Forty Club defeated by 52 runs after a promising opening stand between captain Peter Owens (41) and Geoff Barker (37). One lesson that was quickly being learned was that all Australian cricketers can throw. The warm climate helps, but it seems that as soon as their arms go, they stop playing. 
The next fixtures were two T20s against Australian Transplant CC at the beautiful Parramatta ground, home once to Richie Benaud and Doug Walters. Like the Manly Oval, it is a regular venue for First Grade cricket. Nearly all our opponents on the day had received organ transplants - not that you would realise from seeing them in action. One particularly athletic individual spent much of the day haring round the outfield and hurling the ball in on the full, later to reveal that he had a new heart and two new lungs. Another bowled genuinely fast with a roundarm slinging action. The Forty Club fielded a different team for each game, winning both narrowly thanks to fine unbeaten knocks by Paul Kenealy (43) and Andy Meads (51) respectively. Mike Wicks (2-9) and Andy Jenner (4-12) were the most successful bowlers. The club was presented with the Antipodean Cup, which would be contested again in July in a return match at the Nevill Ground, Tunbridge Wells. Afterwards the players dined at Doug Walters’ bar. The owner was in residence, typically with beer in hand. 
Warringah Masters inflicted the heaviest defeat of the tour. After accurate spells from our all-Welsh opening attack of Kenealy and Owens, the home team cut loose to reach 248-8. Skipper Peter Hartland took three wickets and Norman Gray held a brilliant low catch at point when everyone’s eyes were scanning the boundary for the ball. Only Paul Kenealy (59) offered much resistance with the bat as the tourists were dismissed for 137. The Sydney leg of the trip ended with a narrow nine-run defeat at the hands of Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales, with the younger tourists once again demonstrating their worth. Tim Moult and Geoff Barker made classy fifties and fielded superbly, the irrepressible Kenealy hammered 42, while left-arm swinger Bill Slinger’s eardrum-shattering appeals were three times answered in the affirmative. But for the small matter of five ducks, XL would have won. On return to the hotel, umpire Dick Ellis learned that he would be standing in the Kent v Lancashire pre-season county match at Beckenham, a tremendous honour. 
The short flight up to the Sunshine Coast, 60 miles north of Brisbane, revealed some of the devastating damage caused by Queensland’s prolonged spell of tropical rainfall. Throughout the party’s week-long stay in coastal Mooloolaba, the rain was never far away. That three of the four scheduled games took place was due in no small part to the tireless efforts and numerous local contacts of Stuart Spalding, XL’s popular and best-known Aussie. Stuart had been on a cricket tour in Christchurch with SGS stalwart Theo Stratten at the time of the recent earthquake. Both happily escaped unscathed and played for Caloundra CC against the tourists in a day/night match, along with East Midlands District Chairman Peter Mason. The game was extended to two innings a side to enable the Forty Club to bat and field under lights. Each first innings used a pink ball, the second a white one, and batsmen had to retire on reaching 25. Striking several powerful leg-side blows, skipper Ron Hart made his 25 fastest, followed closely by Douglas Smith. But XL were bowled out for 76 in their second innings under lights and lost by 56 runs. As darkness rapidly fell, the lights attracted various unconcerned birds to the outfield. The ubiquitous myna bird of Sydney was nowhere to be seen, replaced by native magpies, cranes and noisy parrots. After a welcome shower and a beer, Barry Aitken entertained the assembled company with a witty after-match address.
A refreshing party generously thrown by Stuart Spalding at his home was followed by more heavy rain, and the match against a Maroochydore Invitation XI was switched to an artificial surface. With the hosts fielding a number of fine young cricketers, and one or two not so young, the Forty Club achieved a creditable six-wicket victory thanks to Geoff Barker’s measured 52 and a controlled spell of left-arm spin by Chris Westbrook (3-41). The final match of the tour was fittingly against a school, Matthew Flinders Anglican College, rearranged in T20 format. The boys batted purposefully, fielded brilliantly and possessed a good pair of spinners. But XL’s experienced side gave them a good run for their money before going down by 24 runs. Tim Moult’s 38 against the college confirmed him as the trip’s leading run-scorer, and he later performed Master of Ceremony duties at the end-of-tour dinner, organised by Colin and Janet Croucher at Mooloolaba’s Surf Club. 
While not quite matching the success of Andrew Strauss’s men a few weeks earlier, the Forty Club’s tourists generally adapted well to the harder Australian pitches and impressed all their hosts with their cricket as well as their sportsmanship. A tired but contented party flew home from Brisbane via Cairns and Hong Kong. Thanks are due to all those listed below and especially to Ron Hart, courteous and unflappable as ever, for organising and managing a most enjoyable and fulfilling tour.     

Tour Party
Players: Erik Andersen (Dansk), Geoff Barker (NE) , Robbie Barker (SX), Howard Clay (WM), Dirk Coster (SGS), Colin Croucher (EC), Martin Foulds (EC), Norman Gray (EC), Lawrence Harris (WA), Ron Hart (CP), Peter Hartland (CP), Clive Huggins (SX), Andy Jenner (EC), Paul Kenealy (WA), Ken Lunn (WE), Andy Meads (SX), Tim Moult (EM), Peter Owens (WA), Bill Slinger (NW), Douglas Smith (SC), Robert Smith (EC), Cees van Lennep (SGS), Arthur van Lunszen (SGS), Chris Westbrook (SO), Mike Wicks (CP).

Umpires: Barry Aitken, Dick Ellis, Norman Jones, Claude Kensett, Gerald Taylor, John Widgery.
Scorers: Colin Tennant, Anne van Lunszen.
Scoreboard Manager: Mike Foster.
Supporters: Eric and Marian Anderson, Misou Andersen, Maggie Ashworth, Jill Bracken, Margaret Clay, Janet Croucher, Linda French, Eira Harris, Edelgard Hart, Rob and Gill Holder, Fred and Val Imms, Julie Lunn, Ruth Jackson, Jackie Owens, Alies Smith, Susan Smith, Jacquie Tennant, Maritha van Dukhuizen, Dineke van Lennep, Anne Westbrook, Pat Widgery. 

Peter Hartland
March 2011



Spring Tour 2011
February/March to Australia
HONG KONG / AUSTRALIA (Sydney & Brisbane)
3 Weeks Tour starting 14th Feb 2011
Click here for the Itinerary
	Match 1 
	Hong Kong CC
	Lost by 8 runs - scorecard

	Match 2 
	Kowloon CC
	Lost by 4 wkts - scorecard

	Match 3 
	Mosman Masters XI
	Lost by 93 runs - scorecard

	Match 4 
	Manly Masters XI
	Lost by 46 runs - scorecard

	Match 5 
	Lane Cove CC
	Lost by 52 runs - scorecard 

	Match 6 
	Bradman Foundation XI
	The Bradman Foundation XI became the Australian Transplant CC and the plot developed into 2 x T20s played on the wonderful oval at Parramatta. We put out 2 teams and they played with a squad of 13 or so players. We won the first match for 5 runs, and won the second off the last ball of the game 

	Match 6a
Match 6b
	Australian Transplant CC 'A'
Australian Transplant CC 'B'
	Won by 6 wkts - scorecard
Won by 8 wkts - scorecard

	Match 7 
	Warringah Masters
	Lost by 111 runs - scorecard

	Match 8 
	Cricketers’ Club of NSW
	Lost in final over by 9 runs - scorecard

	Match 9 
	Caloundra CC
	Lost by 56 runs - scorecard

	Match 10
	Matthew Flinders Anglican College
	postponed to Tues 8th 

	Match 11
	Sunshine Coast Breast Cancer XI
	cancelled - rain

	Match 12
	Maroochydore CC Invitation XI
	Won by 4 wkts - scorecard

	 
	Matthew Flinders Anglican College
	Lost by 24 runs - scorecard

	
A report from our Special Correspondent (dated 20th February 2011) 
For the highly successful XL (EC) tour to Dubai and also for the Australia & Hong Kong Tour, the DCs have been "leading from the front" in that 3 DCs - Paul Whittle, Tony Sheppard and Robert Smith went to Dubai, and Ron Hart, Peter Owens and Robert Smith have started the Hong Kong/Aussie tour. I say started because Robert Smith returned home after the HK leg. 
The Dubai tour was a great success and is something - a district tour - which should be encouraged and promoted.
Also we have on this HK/Aussie tour representatives from every district in the Club which is a first as far as I or anybody else knows.
One of the beauties of this particular tour is that some folk have been able to take it "in packages" - in that some have come to Hong Kong only, and some are playing the Sydney leg only.
Tours and touring is/are still an attractive factor of Forty Club cricket and tours to interesting and exotic places will continue to be offered. 
On this tour three matches have been played and lost; the first vs HK CC was the closest when XL failed to score about 12 runs in the final over to win: the Kowloon CC match was lost by a number of wickets: and today's match against the Mosman Masters XI was a decisive defeat, caused in part by the opposition playing a number of youngsters! In every case it has been an enjoyable and enjoyed match.
Today's match also created a bit of a stir, when the Forty Club openers Geoffrey Barker and Paul Kenealy scored 13 in their first over!
To date, everyone is enjoying a wonderful tour



